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The interesting Institution of Count Von

der Recke, and the amazing efforts of that zea-

lous and self-denied nobleman and his family for

deserted orphans and Jewish proselytes, being

only partially and imperfectly known in this

country, the following small work was underta-

ken for the purpose of conveying information re-

specting them, as they exhibit what may be done

by unwearied exertion in the cause of God, when

animated by love to him, and by a confiding trust

in his promises.

Behind the Abbey of Dusselthal, is an extensive

marsh, thickly covered with brush-wood, which

collects so much damp in Autumn and Spring,

that frequently two-thirds of the inmates are laid

on sick-beds by the fever and ague, with which,

at these seasons, they are regularly visited. This

marsh, if cleared, would greatly conduce to the

health of the Institution, besides being of much

advantage in promoting the Count's various bene-

volent and useful plans. He has often wished to



purchase it, but has hitherto failed for want of

means. At present there is a proposal for its be-

ing sdld ; and the profits of this publication are

intended to aid him in accomplishing this object

if possible ; as it would not only be annoying, but

extremely injurious, were any stranger to pur-

chase it. For the same purpose, donations or

subscriptions are solicited from thore who, after

perusing this book, may feel inclined to assist the

Count in his Christian and benevolent exertions.

They will be received by

Messrs W. Whyte & Co., George Street.

Messrs ^V. Oliphant & Son, 7. South Bridge.

Messrs Waugh & Innes, Hunter Square and

Hanover Street.

Messrs John Lindsay '& Co., St Andrew's Sq.



DUSSELTHAL ABBEY.

CHAPTER I.

Intimate connection of Britain with the revolu-

tionary convulsions on the Continent.—Suf-
ferings of Germany during the contest, and her
claims on British sympathy—destitution of her
youthful population at its close, 1817.—Moral
effects of war upon orphans in countries the
seat of war—importance of their training to

the surrounding nations—societies for this pur-
pose formed.—Count Von der Recke—descrip-

tion of him and his Institution by the Rev. Mr
Treschow, Rev. Mr Thelwall, and an English
lady—anecdotes of his childhood and youth

—

the waggoner and the overloaded waggon—the

little dove—the damask weaver and his family.

Germany, though often the theatre of war,

never in modern times suffered so severely

as during the tremendous struggle that

arose out of the French Revolution; and

never in any contest did Britain engage so

deeply, or urge on the conflict with such

strenuous eagerness. It was a war of a

peculiar character, it was a war of princj-
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pies ; and, judging of the future from the

past, it is not perhaps venturing too hazar-

dous a prediction to assert that Europe even

now only slumbers amid the smoldering un-

extinguished materials of a fresh combus-

tion;—-of which, break forth when it may,

Britain wUl not, cannot, be an unconcerned

spectator.

When the revolutionary volcano shook

with its ominous heavings all the ancient

established institutions around its base,

and the neighbouring potentates, naturally

alarmed, combined to avert the threatened

irruption, this country was greatly divided

about the propriety of at all interfering in

the affairs of the Continent. But when the

terrific torrent broke out on every side, and

gathering strength as it rolled, from the ill

informed population, it excited and inflam-

ed ; a vast majority throughout these islands

supported the government of the day in

their resolution to join the confederacy, and

partake in the efforts to prevent a ruinous

dissemination of democratic sentiments, and

the demoralizing contagion of infidelity and

anarchy. Numbers at the time^ and since,



DUSSILLTHAL ABBEY. 3

viewed the subject in a different light, and

protested against engaging in hostilities for

the sake of upholding the devoted supersti-

tions of popery, or the antiquated abuses of

gothic bondage.

Long and violent were the dissentions

in Britain on these points, but when the

colossal power of France, under the military

despotism of Bonaparte, threatened to de-

stroy the independence of every state in the

world, and humble this country as offering

the only effectual barrier to his ambitious

projects, the war became entirely national,

and the peace of Amiens was given to the

winds with the imiversal approbation of the

whole people. A crisis between the two

first nations in Europe appeared approach-

ing : the high and unbroken warlike spirit

of the French, their innumerable, and then

deemed invincible, victorious armies; and

the immense resources of a gigantic empire,

threatened an invasion to settle the disputed

superiority of ihe world, when the decision

of the mighty question was averted, and all

the mischiefs which even triumph must

have spread on our coasts, prevented by a
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new alliance with Germany, which diverted

the bloody tempest from our native shores.

The disasters which Germany suffered in

the general cause, and while warding off

from Britain the blows aimed at her exis-

tence, were protracted through many long

and doleful years, and ought never by us

to be forgotten. Under the operation of the

continental restrictive system, and the su-

premacy of Napoleon, her sufferings were

extreme, in the prostration of her com-

merce and manufactures, the desolation of

her territory, and the wide spread wretched-

ness of her impoverished population. Dur-

ing the last death-struggles of the " great''

empire, the destruction of property, the

waste of blood, and the deprivations of do-

mestic life inflicted from the Oder to the

Khine, were incalculable.

These sufferings were not overlooked in

Britain, where large sums were raised, par-

ticularly in the metropolis, and remitted to

the Continent. Indeed throughout the

whole country the sympathy was universal

;

but notwithstanding every benevolent ex-

ertion, the means were extremely inade-



DUSSELTHAL ABBEY. 5

quate, and araid the wide tracts which had

been scathed by the presence of conflicting

armies, the relief that could thus be afforded

was soon expended. Besides it was only

temporary, nor could it reach the wants of

the most necessitous—the orphans and out-

casts, whose dwellings had been given to

the flames, and their fathers to the sword ^

they were too numerous and too destitute,

and were often too much infected by the

moral pestilence that accompanies the march

of war, to be deemed worthy of partaking

the fruits of foreign commiseration along

with others reckoned more deserving or es-

timable.

It was estimated in the year 1817, that

two hundred thousand widows, and upwards

of a million of fatherless children, were

thrown upon the wide world in consequence

of the war; these, without their natural

protectors to provide for or instruct them,

became an easy prey to every kind of vice,

were utterly unfitted for the ordinary busi-

ness of life, and were forced, as many as

could obtain admittance, to seek for sub-

sistence in the army, or to prowl upon
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their more fortunate neighbours who, though

reduced, had not been ruined.

Such an immense proportion of the ma-

teriel of society, placed in circumstances

where they could only be trained to pur-

poses of evil, is an object of appalling in-

terest, not to the people alone, who are im-

mediately concerned, either by their locali-

ty or relationship, but to the surrounding

nations, whose tranquillity depends upon the

character of their neighbours. Constituted

as the European family is, there is properly

nothing foreign, nothing neutral in any of

its members : we may talk of different states

and of different interests, but these have

been broken down and intermingled in a

manner never heretofore known, which for-

bids the feudal classification of other days.

The times have gone by when imaginary

lines or territorial arrangements are to mark

out natural enemies, or when the mere

whim of a monarch, or the intrigues of a

maintenon, are to involve nations in mu-

tual bloodshed ; a wide and a wondrous

change has passed over the Continent ; and

the indications of further or future cliange
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are to be sought for, not- so much in the

ambition of princes, as in the motions of

the lower orders. It is not now the prog-

nostications in the heavens that require to

be watched ;—it is the ominous heavings of

the ground-swell—there we are to look for

tokens of the coming storm.

Still the personal characters of princes

must have great, but it has not now that

irresistible influence which it had a century

ago in European politics. The effect of re-

volutionary agitation has been to call into

existence an antagonist power in the rising

importance of the lower ranks, and the fate

of the world must now take its determina-

tion not from the mandate of a court, but

from the character and impulse of a people.

The training, therefore, of such an immense

proportion of the community of any nation,

becomes an object of unspeakable impor-

tance to the whole ; it is not what they may
tamely look on as in other days, and bless

themselves that it is no concern of theirs

—

there is an agitation abroad, and upon its

direction depends the happiness of ages to

come, and that direction it must receive
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from the education of the youth, particu-

larly that part of it on the Continent who

are destined to fill the ranks of the army.

In this highly favoured land, we, who

have never witnessed actual hostilities, can

form no adequate conception of the horrors

of a country the theatre of war, nor of the

awful effects which that most baneful of any

of the scourges of the human race has upon

the generation which it leaves in infancy,

when its bloody waves have swept the par-

ents away. We are apt to wonder when we

hear of the horrors that accompany the ir-

ruptions of military ruffians from countries

of high repute for humanity and previous

intelligence ; but we forget that these bands

often consist chiefly of orphans and out-

casts who, having been left to grow up in

uncultivated wildness, enlist at the first

sound of the trumpet, prepared to avenge

the wrongs of a neglected childhood and

youth upon that society that refused to re-

claim or aid in reclaiming them, ere they

had ripened into maturity of crime, and be-

come fit instruments of cruelty in the handjj-^

of a destroyer.
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The longer war continues, or the more

frequently it is renewed at short intervals,

the more cruel and bloody it becomes. And
the reasons are obvious, not only in the de-

moralizing habits of the soldier, and the

tendency which familiarity with misery has

to harden the heart, but in the fact of the

ranks being recruited from the hapless pro-

geny of those who have perished in the

combat, and who, having been bred up in

ignorance and wretchedness, have had their

bosoms early steeled against all the huma-

nities of our nature. Viewing the subject

in this light, the training of such an im-

mense number of orphans as war produces,

and rescuing even a portion of them from

the certain reprobation, to which their

forlorn state appears to doom them, is with-

drawing so many instruments of mischief

from the general heap, and rescuing not

only the poor unfortunates themselves from

misery, but preparing an alleviation against

the horrors of campaigning, should hostilities

again burst forth, in which the peaceable

inhabitants of every nation, liable to be

visited by such a calamity, are most deeply
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interested. Nor is it only this, but the

propagation of industrious habits and sen-

timents among the lower classes, and the

eradicating from among them of that fond-

ness for military enterprise, and its accom-

panying licentiousness, which the revolu-

tionary wars produced, are essential for

maintaining the peaceful relations which

exist among the various countries on the

Continent.

Motives of a rational self-interest alone

would, therefore, render all attempts un-

dertaken to humanize and ameliorate the

lower and more destitute part of the popu-

lation in these countries, objects of anxious

inquiry and deep importance; but when

these attempts are conducted upon Chris-

tian principles, and connected with efforts

for the extension of the Redeemer's king-

dom, they become doubly interesting to all

who long and pray for the time when wars

shall cease to the ends of the earth, and all

the kingdoms of this world become the

kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ.

At the period to which we have alluded

above, all the ordinary regulations of so-
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ciety had been widely ruptured, and the

consequence of the long continued confu-

sion was, that the highways, villages and

towns of Germany were crowded with

young paupers and vagabonds, incapable

of engaging in the ordinary occupations

of peaceful times, and for whom it would

have been impossible to find employ-

ment had they been capable, on account

of the ruin of the manufactories, and the

poverty of the tradesmen: they had no

resource but to beg, rob, or starve. The
spectacle was appalling, and to persons

susceptible of the least feeling, excruciating

beyond expression. Several societies were

immediately originated to endeavour the

help of those for whom no man cared ; and

among the promoters of those Christian un-

dertakings. Count Von der Recke Volmar-

stein ranks first. He conspicuously stood

forward under circumstances the most un-

favourable, and when others grew weary

and faint, and gave up their schemes in

listless apathy, or hopeless despair, he has

continued to this day to labour with a

self-denied perseverance, under difficultiea
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which would have overwhelmed any ordin-

ary mind, and which entitles him to the

respect and support of the European fami-

ly, while it demands the countenance and

effective co-operation of all who admire the

exertions of true patriotism, or the zealous

efforts of active charity.

It is now upwards of fifteen years since

this nobleman was introduced to the notice

of the British public—the Rev. P. Tres-

chow. Foreign Secretary to the London

Society for promoting Christianity among

the Jews, and who afterwards travelled for

that Society on the Continent, thus de-

scribes him on a visit he paid him July

1825. " Count Von der Recke is thirty-

seven years of age, unmarried, and his pa-

rents are still living at Overdyke, their fa-

mily estate. His appearance is very pre-

possessing, and marks the Christian and the

gentleman. I have met with few who at

first sight have excited in me so strong a

feeling of love and confidence. He was

educated as a scholar, and he served after-

wards in the Prussian army, but his health

obliged him to quit the service.. From his

I
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earliest years he had a predilection for me-

chanics and agriculture, in both of which

pursuits he has attained a great proficiency.

From the same early period he dates also

his sympathy for those who are suffering,

and his wishes to do something for their re-

lief And as he had the advantage of a re-

ligious education, these feehngs have been

sanctified and called into exercise through a

living faith in Him, who to save sinners

humbled himself, and left the glory of hea-

ven to . become a servant upon earth—this

is the main spring of his philanthropy.

" There is nothing fanatical in his man-

ners or in his conversation. He entertains

no peculiar opinion on any religious point.

The great truth of the love of God in Christ

Jesus to lost sinners,—of the love of Christ

which moved him to die for them upon the

cross, has so powerfully affected the heart

of the Count, that no act of self-denial seems

to him too hard. His dress, his table, his

furniture, all that surrounds him, reminds

one of the sacrifice he has made, and is

continually making. But he speaks of

these things as nothing. I asked him as we
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rode in his carriage, ' whether he kept sad-

dle horses ?' ' I used to keep them,' was

his answer, ' but I found that I could not

keep a horse for less than seventy Prussian

crowns a year, and I can maintain an or-

phan child for fifty.'
,

" The world sneers at his piety, but I

have heard even worldly men speak with

admiration of his philanthropy. The King

himself, and several members of the royal

family, have given him most unequivocal

proofs of the esteem in which they hold

both his Institution and himself'**

Mr Thelwall, agent of the same society,

thus expresses the impression made upon

him by an interview, to be more particular-

ly noticed afterwards, which he had with

tlie Count at an earlier period, when he,

with the Rev. ]\Ir M'Caul, were at the In-

stitution in the summer of 1822. " AVe

again had a long conversation with tlie

Count, and were very much pleased with

him. He seems to be a man entirely given

up to the promotion of God's glory and the

true wdfare of his fellow-creatures, and to

• Jewish Expositor, vol, xi. p. 32.
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have taken up his present plans purely

from principles of a most enlarged bene-

volence.'"**

An English lady who visited Dusselthal

four years after, was still more delighted,

and thus wrote to a friend at Clifton, with

all the enthusiasm of female admiration.

" I bought a portrait of the Count, but it

does not do him justice—no picture could ;

his expression varies every moment—one of

the finest physiognomies I ever saw. Anne

says, his eyes are like those of St John by

Dominichino ; there is more of humility and

dignity blended together in their expression

than I ever saw in any individual.

" A number of children sung most beauti-

fully in parts, a hymn, every verse ending

with
* Jesus Christ is our Redeemer.'

A large party of the inhabitants soon as-

sembled round the performers, and appear-

ed as devout as at a Moravian singiiiff

meeting. A kind clergyman translated the

words for me. You cannot guess the effect

of the whole scene ; knowing that each in-

• Jewish Expositor, vol. viii. p. 392.
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dividual had been rescued from the worst

dregs of society, and considering likewise

the youth, elegance, and self-denying de-

votedness of their friend and father the

Count, particularly when added to his ten-

der health, which alone might have excused

a life of inactivity—it was almost too much

even for English unsentimental feelings."

The noble family from which the Count ia

descended, was once among the most weal-

thy in Prussia, and possessed of several

large estates in different counties, which

they lost by their adherence to their natural

sovereign during the revolutionary struggle,

but which were not restored on the return

of peace, too little attention having been

paid in the first hasty arrangements of the

Congress to the suffering loyalty of those

who, though they had been, were not then

actually in service, and the ancient heredi-

tary estate of Overdyke was alone left to

them as the reward of their distinguished

services . and here the young Count Adel-

bert commenced his career of benevolence.

Of the early years of the Count, some beau-

tiful little anecdotes are preserved, which
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illustrate at once the amiable natural dispo-

sition he possessed, and the admirable train-

ing he received from his excellent mother.

—

The first occurred to him when quite a child,

and is a lovely instance of childish philan-

thropy and intrepidity, and of maternal in-

struction founded on an incident which in a

thousand cases would have been allowed to

pass without remark. His mother having

observed him looking very sad one morning,

asked him the reason of his melancholy.

He told her that being upon the neigh-

bouring mountain he had observed the driv-

er of an overloaded waggon beating his poor

horse most unmercifully, because he h§d

not strength sufficient to drag it up the as-

cent, and he had gone to the man and re-

proved him for being so cruel, and he had

carried a large stone to put behind the

wheel to stop the waggon from going back

till the horse had rested. When he had

done so, some other waggoners came up the

same road, who all put stones behind the

wheels of their waggons, and when their

horses had rested a while, put their own

shoulders to the wheels and assisted the

8
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poor brutes by short stages to get over the

steep, and he liad put his shoulder to, also,

and helped the horses. His mother, smiling

at his artless simplicity, told him that he

saw if one man was cruel, there were others

who were kind, and this was just what the

word of God said :
" a righteous man re-

gardeth the life of his beast ; but the tender

mercies of the wicked are cruel ;" for the

Lord regards the conduct of man towards

beasts, and required by his law a man to

be tender even to his enemy's ass :
" If

thou see the ass of him that hateth thee ly-

ing under his burden, and wouldst forbear

tq^ help him ; thou shalt surely help him.""

" Aye,'' answered Adelbert, *' our old

coachman told me that if a horse was laden

too heavily and beat severely, that the big

white tears would come rolling over his

cheeks, and he would'nt have one of these

tears upon his soul for all the money in the

world !" " The coachman is a good old

man, my dear," replied the Countess, and,

kissing her little boy, gave him his usual

m.orning slice of bread, bidding him take a

walk into the garden and eat it there, and
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see at the same time, if, after the boisterous

night, the wind had not blown down any

of the flower-pots, and if it had, to tie them

up again and put them to rights. Adel-

bert ran off' in an instant to do what he

thought would please his mother.

The spring storm had passed over, and

a beautiful morning had succeeded ; the

flowers, refreshed but not hurt by the rain,

bloomed with a sweeter fragrance ; the lit-

tle birds were singing cheerfully in the air

and among the trees, and little Adelbert re-

joicing in the scene was scarcely less joyous

than they. He looked up to the fine blue

sky to trace the choiresters like living specks

floating on its clearness, when he was at-

tracted by some pigeons at a distance, who

like himself had been enjoying the morning

breeze ; but one little dove fluttered feebly

on the wing, its short circles showed that its

strength had failed, while the others hover-

ed round but could not help it : there was

a large pond in the garden with a bridge

over it and a boat in it, but the bridge was

too high and the boat too far off' for Adel-

bert to hope that by means of either he
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could rescue it should it drop into the wa-

ter, and wistfully gazed on the poor little

dove as it faintly stretched out its scarcely

fledged wings to sustain itself in the air.

Weaker and weaker, at length almost whol-

ly exhausted, he saw it, as he dreaded, fall

into the basin ! All his boyish sympathies

had been roused for the little sufferer, and

perceiving a washing-tub at a short distance

which the serving-maids had been using for

their linen, he rolled it to the pond, and

seizing a pole which lay near, leaped into it

and pushed off*. With the pole for an oar

he paddled to the place where the object of

his humane exertions lay almost expiring,

and snatched it, in the very act of sinking,

from its watery death. After wiping its

wet wings with his handkerchief, he opened

his jacket and placed it in his warm bosom,

covering it again all but its bill, while he

hastily made for the shore, exulting with

his prize. AVarmth and rest soon restored

the little dove ; it opened its red eyes, and

Adelbert, rejoicing in its restoration, took

part of his bread, and putting its bill into

his mouth, fed it with the tenderaess of a
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mother. The Countess, who, standing at

a window of the castle, had watched with

anxiety all the motions of her beloved boy

from the moment she saw him embark in

his frail and perilous vessel till he finished

his enterprise, was charmed with this effort

of intrepid benevolence. But she said no-

thing. She allowed him, as he entered, his

eyes sparkling with triumph, to tell his own

story ; for Adelbert had ever been encour-

aged to tell her all his adventures, and knew

not what it was to have a wish to conceal.

When he had finished, " I saw all,"" said

she, " and guessed what you were about.

But were you not afraid, my love,"" she

asked, " to trust yourself in so unstable and

hazardous a thing as a washing-tub ?"" " Oh
but," said he, " the poor little dove was

drowning !"" On which her eyes glistening

with tenderness, she clasped him to her bo-

som, and in the most affectionate accent,

solemnly said, " God bless you, my dear

child ! may you never show less promptitude

or intrepidity in rescuing unfortunate men !"

These words came to the heart of Adelbert

:

they seemed to him to bear the impress
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of heaven ; and his conduct through life

has shown that he has never forgotten them.

Adelbert increased in stature. He grew a

tall and lovely boy, nor was the prepossess-

ing elegance of his youthful figure less

pleasing than the suavity of his manners or

the kindness of his heart : but there was no

movement of the engaging youth which was

not regulated by maternal guardianship, by

the kind, but judicious and ever-watch-

ful superintendance of the Countess:

—

we select the following instance. On
an autumnal morning, our young hero

wandered out into the forest with his fowl-

ing-piece—a present his father had made

him on his birth-day—not for the purpose

of trying his skill in seeing how much game

he could bag :—a detestible practice. Men
have a right

—

the Creator has given it

to them—to kill and eat of the fowls of hea-

ven and of the beasts of the field ; but they

have no right to make the destruction of

life the source of their amusement. Adel-

bert waged war only with those who waged

war with their own species—the raven or

the hawk—and even with these carried on
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no very warm hostilities. The day was

tempestuous, and he was not very keen on

his sport, when one of those whirling gusts

which shake the sere leaves in August,

caused the youthful hunter seek shelter un-

der the branches of a wide spreading oak.

While here, he heard the noise of the break-

ing of brushwood* at a distance. Ah !

thought he, there must be some poor crea-

tures who are forced, in a day like this, to

come to the forest to gather firewood ! how

I pity them ! Immediately two shrill youth-

ful voices struck up a simple air and sung

—

Who leaves his lot to God,

And ever hopes in him,

Beneath affliction's load,

Assail'd by trouble's stream-

Shall find his footsteps stand

Unmov'd amid the shock

:

Not bas'd on faithless sand,

But founded on a rock.

Following the sound, Adelbert came to two

little children, a boy and a girl, gathering

the broken branches, and so occupied with

their song and their work, that they never

• This forms a great part of the fuel of the lower or-

ders in Germany,
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perceived him till he came upon them.

" Who taught you these pretty little ver-

ses P""* said he. " Our old blind grandmo-

ther," replied one of them. " And have

you a grandmother, and who are your pa-

rents .^" " Our father," said they, " is a da-

mask weaver on the green, but has been long

ill, and our mother does nothing but attend

on him, and our old grandmother takes care

of us and teaches us, and we are getting

sticks for a fire. Adelbert hastily left the

little wood-gatherers, and easily found the

cottage of the poor weaver. He opened

the latch, and as it rained heavily, his

clothes seemed much wetted. A good-look-

ing young woman, the mother of the chil-

dren, immediately rose, and respectfully re-

quested him to enter and wait in their hum-

ble dwelling till the storm blew by. He
frankly complied, and with much affability

began to inquire after the health of her hus-

band, and what family she had. To his in-

quiries she answered with that ojffen familiar-

ity which the language of true benevolence

naturally inspires ; that she had been as

happy a woman as was in the country, and
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her husband had been one of the kindest

husbands, and one of the most industrious

as well as most expert artizans in Silesia.

He wrought damask like pictures, and as

long as his health continued, she had not

an ungratified wish ; but now he had been

laid up for some months, and wholly unable

to gain anything for his small family, and

their savings were all expended, and as evil

never comes alone, their cow, which had

been their sole support during his ill-

ness, had just died : but all would be no-

thing, added the sorrowful wife, wiping her

eyes with her apron, if he only was well

again ! She was reiterating her complaints

and Adelbert was preparing to speak conso-

lation, when the tremulous but still sweet

voice of the old blind grandmother interrupt-

ed them with one of the familiar family hymns.

When she ceased, Adelbert looked upon

her with veneration as if she had been a

prophetess, as she addressed her daughter-

in-law, who had been telling him that win-

ter was approaching, and they had no

money and no prospects, in the words of

her Saviour, " Behold the fowls of the air,

c
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for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor

gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father

feedeth them. Are not ye much better than

they ?''"' Adelbert quickly buckled up his

fowling tackle, and as his mother saw him

approaching with two ragged elves at his

back, remarked good-humouredly to her at-

tendants, Ah ! here comes Adelbert with

his game !—they were the weaver's children

whom Adelbert had brought with him, and

who were sent back loaded by the kindness

of the Countess, of Adelaide his sister, and

himself, with cordials and comforts for the

family. Within a few weeks, Adelbert had

the joy to see his young protigees wind-

ing the pirns and assorting the threads,

while the good weaver was again making the

shuttle fly, and picturing out the varied

patterns of his damask drapery, and the

fond mother was smiling over the renewed

prosperity of her family. The grandmo-

ther, at the utmost term of life, fell peace-

fully asleep in the arms of her Saviour ! >:
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CHAPTER II.

Remarks on the true source of benevolence.

—

Piety of the Von der Recke family.—Adel-
hert's exertions on leaving- the army—forms
the Philanthropic Society, and plans an Insti-

tution at Overdyke—his address—powerful
excitement occasioned by it.—State of the In-

stitution, 1820.—Account of some of its re-

markable inmates, and the awful demoralizing
nature of hostilities exemplified.

Benevolence flowing from the kindly

sympathies of our nature, has done much,

and is constantly doing much to alleviate

human misery. God has wisely implanted

in men feelings of commiseration for the un-

fortunate, which, amiable and lovely in

themselves, and delightful in their exercise,

are productive of the most beneficial effects

upon society, while they communicate to the

individuals a pleasure that repays into their

own bosoms all the sacrifices they make to

promote the welfare of their fellows. But

where »o many counteracting principles ex-
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ist as in our own minds, and where so many

circumstances occur as happen in our daily

intercourse with the miserable; from the

stubbornness, ingratitude, and base returns

with which all attempts to do good are con-

stantly met ; benevolence, founded upon

no higher motives than pleasurable sensa-

tions arising from the exercise of sympa-

thetic feelings, will soon wax languid, and

wither, and die ; or if it survive, will have

but a feverish, fitfuh and inconstant exer-

cise.

It is only where it originates in love to

God, that charity to men has an equable and

perennial flow. Men only do not grow

weary in well-doing, when they believe that

in due season they shall reap if they faint

not. The whole of the family of Von der

Recke were animated by the same living

principle, which gave vigour, consistency,

and continuance to their unremitting en-

deavours to benefit the souls and bodies of

the destitute and forlorn outcasts who were

scattered over their yet bleeding country.

i>^heir benevolence sprung from their piety,

and it has proved both active and i>crma-

nent.
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u. Adelbert, after leaving the army, had his

attention naturally drawn towards the poor

neglected offspring of soldiers, and others

equally destitute, the early victims of the

crimes or the misfortunes of their parents.

In all his measures he was seconded by his

family, and Overdyke became the head-

quarters of the houseless orphan tribe. Re-

duced, however, as this noble family had

been by the chances of war, their means

were not commensurate to their wishes,

and they were surrounded by general

poverty ; numbers of the opulent and re-

spectable, who would willingly have aided

them, were themselves in a state that need-

ed assistance ; and the middling and lower

classes were struggling hard to preserve

their own children from becoming burdens

upon the public.

These things, however, did not discou-

rage the young Count—he set himself vi-

gorously to the work, and after incredible

exertions formed a small Society, the

" Menchenfreund" or Philanthropic So-

ciety. " Our plan,"' says he, " was formed

wholly in faith on the Omnipotent aid of

3
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our God, who feeds the ravens and clothes

the. lilies. Knowing our own weakness,

our whole dependance was upon him, and

he has richly rewarded our faith. Before

we printed our plan, or attempted to make

collections, with the small sum of a few

crowns, we began to put it in execution

;

and we can give our joyful testimony to the

truth that the same God, who of old was

mighty in strength, yet lives; and to-day,

as well as at all times, through living faith

in him, mountains shall be removed, and

the greatest difficulties overcome.'"

This plan was similar to that of the or-

phan house at Halle—to receive those who

had only wretchedness to recommend them,

—to afford them an asylum, where they,;

might be fed, clothed, and taught the first.

»

principles of the Christian religion, to read

and write, and trained to habits of industry

and instructed in some business or trade

whereby they might gain a livelihood, and

become useful members of society.*

Money, in the then depressed condition

• For some account of Professor Frank's Institution

at Halle, vide Appendix.

I
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of the Continent, seemed altogether out of

the question, and an undertaking of such

an extensive nature required no ordinary

means of support. The Count therefore ap-

plied to all his own relations—to the King

of Prussia—to the nobility, and to any one

who felt for the spiritual and temporal

wants of their fellow-creatures; but the

exertions lately made by all ranks to the

utmost of their power, and beyond it, to

deliver their native land from foreign thral-

dom, had exhausted almost every resource.

Uncommon emergencies, however, often

call forth uncommon means to meet them

;

and where there is first a willing heart, it is

astonishing how resources start into exis-

tence, and springs of benevolence, which

seemed to be drawn to the dregs, burst

forth afresh with renovated vigour.

His earnest appeal was not in vain—

every one came forward with gifts, and where

money could not be had, contributions were

made in kind.—His Majesty, besides a

handsome annual subscription, granted an

exemption from postage to all letters on the

business of the Society; the nobility also
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gave large donations. Farmers brought

provisions of every description—corn, bread,

eggs, butter, cheese, &c. &c. ; and the poor,

who were unable to give anything else, gave

their labour. In this lovely strife of kind-

ness, the ladies were not the least conspicu-

ous ; some brought their jewels as offerings

in the cause of humanity ; others, who had

already sacrificed theirs in the cause of their

country, furnished ornamental pieces of

work, and presented them to be sold for the

benefit of the Institution.

So productive had these various contri-

butions been, that when the Society held

their first meeting in the church of Lim-

burg, 18th October 1820, a house and

schools had been built for the reception of

orphans, and forty-four of the most miser-

able description had been received : the

whole under the management of Count

Adelbert, one of his brothers, and his two

sisters.

A few examples will exhibit the awfully

deteriorating consequences of war among a

comparatively virtuous population, for such

were the Germans, more than a thousand
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•Tolumes of declamation; and when it i^

recollected that these are only specimens

from an immense multitude, and perhaps

not even the worst, we may judge of the

materials upon which the Count and his

associates had to operate, and of the me-

rit of their Christian disinterested labours

among beings so debased, and apparently

so hopeless.

Idleness, and a habit of seeking support

and gratification without regular employ-

ment, are always the first and most untame-

able symptoms of a childhood and youth

which have been subjected to no moral

training. This is the case in well or-

ganized society, where the mistaken indul-

gence of kind parents relaxes the proper

restraints of domestic discipline. In a state

-of society where the constant terror of being

^^i*obbed of all that they possess,—of being

driven to the woods or to the higliways,

renders the majority of a population insen-

sible to the claims of any beyond the pre-

cincts of their own immediate offspring or

^^lations—how much more must these pro-

pensities predominate among the poor chiL
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dren who, in the breaking up of farms and

villages and townships, are scattered with-

out protectors, to seek mere animal subsis-

tence among a crowd of others as wretched

as themselves, and left to all the influence

of those who have grown up wild in similar

circumstances.

It needs no revelation to tell us that a

generation of young and inveterate beggars,

who will do any thing rather than work,

must be thus nurtured and cherished, and

we find that it was so in the countries, the

unfortunate scenes of hostility.—Wilhelm

Obergunn, from Welber, about thirteen

years of age, of the Lutheran persuasion,

came to the Count, before the Institution

had been opened, and entreated to be re-

ceived. He was in rags, and his appearance

was miserable in the extreme. He had

been wandering for about two years without

any knowledge of his parents, and had sup-

ported himself chiefly by begging. He
was accordingly taken under their protec-

tion. After a few months, however, when

he had recovered his health—had been pro-

perly fed and decently clothed, his longing
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after the uncontrouled freedom of a mendi-

cant life returned with irresistible force.

He seized the first opportunity to march

off, and return to his old trade. The
watchful eyes of the Count and his friends

followed him, and having heard that he had

committed many petty thefts, they tried

every means to catch hold of him again,

but in vain.

At length, after about five months ab-

sence, he came back of his own accord, cov-

ered with rags and vermin, in the depth of

winter, frost-bitten, and in a state of the

most abject misery. He made many pro*

mises ofamendment, and earnestly besought

to be forgiven,—confessed with tears his deep

repentance,—discovered the knavish tricks

he had been taught and practised, and ap-

peared so anxious to be instructed in better

lessons, that he was taken into the Institu-

tion, and placed under a person to try the

alphabet, as he had already forgotten what

little of reading he had formerly learned.

Alas I for his reformation ! One fine

sunny morning, ere scarcely two months

had elapsed, tempted him to believe that
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summer had begun, and off again he set

to rambling and begging. Like the boy

in the fable, he soon found that one swal-

low does not make a summer,—^frost came

on, and snow fell, and winter in his most

frightful garb overtook him. After four

months he returned in rags and wretched-

ness, shrivelled like a skeleton, bare-footed

•and frozen.

He found the third time the same kind

and benevolent reception, though without a

hope that kindness would produce any last-

ing good : begging had become a second

nature, and its unrestrained roving had so

many charms, that it was thought impossi-

ble he should ever forsake it. Long and

severe suffering—the effect of exposure to

cold, and alternate starvation and gluttony,

circumstances of common occurrence among

beggars—brought him to reflection, and at

the expiration of the second year he contin-

ued at Overdyke to afford good hope that a

thorough change had taken place in him.

Some cases occurred where the orphans,

utterly abandoned by all, sunk down al-

most to the level of the brute creation, and
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the original situations of the reclaimed sa-

vages, mark a state of society similar to that

of the darkest and most deplorable of the

middle ages ; when deserted infants, left to

perish in the woods, were said to have been

suckled by the beasts of the forest, after

being forsaken by those in human form.

Clemens, supposed about thirteen years

old, is an instance. " We do not know,"'

says Adelbert, in his description of this

unfortunate, " where in the wide world

he came from; we have indeed met with

more depraved characters, but we have

never seen one, in appetites and manners so

nearly allied to the lower animals as poor

Clemens. He could give no account of his

earlier life,—his language was scarcely in-

telligible, and partook largely of the grunt-

ing sounds of the four-footed companions

of his infancy ; among his most pleasurable

recollections seemed to be his familiarity

with the Westphalian porkers, and his most

frequent stories respected always these fa-

vourite quadrupeds.

" When a child he had acted as swine-

herd to a peasant^ and was sent to the fields to

D
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eat and to sleep with the swine; but his

unfeeling master, less attentive to the mi-

serable child, than to his bristly charge,

scarcely allowed him food sufficient to sus-

tain nature—when hungry and faint, the

poor little wretch actually suckled the

milch-sow ! and to satisfy his craving appe-

tite, browsed upon the herbage ! and when

first received into the Institution, he would

steal secretly on all fours into the garden,

and commit great devastation upon the

sallad beds, nor was he induced, till after

repeated chastisement, to give up his un-

wonted luxury."" The sequel of the story is

encouraging :—after unspeakable pains, the

more amiable qualities of Clemens began to

develope ; he discovered an uncommonly

kind and obliging disposition, which gained

him the affections of his companions, and

by his humble and submissive deportment,

he became not only a favourite with his

teachers, but an ensample to others who had

previously enjoyed much greater advan-

tages. He requited • his benefactors by

cheerfully employing his strength in the

lowest services; and was, by the last noti-

II
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ces, a faithful Gibeonite, a hewer of wood

and a drawer of water for the Institution.

Some, further advaneed in years, and who

might have been supposed beyond the

reach of any reclaiming process, were sent

to the Count, and were most wonderfully

brought within the circle of humanized life.

—Peter Kersten, from Elbersfeldt, suppos-

ed twenty-five years of age, was sent to the

Institution by the Rev. Mr Doring of

Berlin. His education had been so com-

pletely neglected, that he did not even know

a letter ! He had been often balloted, and

would willingly have gone to the army, but

some imbecility about his limbs caused him

always to be rejected. He had no remem-

brance of ever having been supported in

any other way than by begging. His bo-

dily and mental qualifications seemed upon

a par, and both were indescribably wretch-

ed. The veriest child in the Asylum was

superior in knowledge ; yet a kind of in-

stinctive pride made him ashamed to be

classed with children :
" I cannot remain,"

he would say, " among the small kinder."

Smeking tobacco was his highest enjoy-
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ment— instruction his greatest aversion.

His appearance was disgusting, lamentable

;

emaciated and pale, he seemed as if just

escaped from a charnel house; while the

stench that arose from the discharges of his

putrified and neglected sores, rendered him

exceedingly loathsome, and betokened his

speedy return to the mansions of the dead.

His dress partook of the costume of the

north and the south of Europe, strangely

diversified, and more dismally ludicrous

than the most outrageous caricatura of Hol-

bein :—a ragged Prussian cloak thrown

over his shoulders, was met by the tatters

of French indescri babies, insufficient to pro-

tect his wasted limbs from the changes of

weather,— a Russian cap, scarcely stuck

upon the clotted fragments of his uncombed

hair,—his toes were thrust through a pair of

ladies'* old embroidered shoes,—his middle

was surrounded with fragments and patches

of all descriptions, alive with a population

which forbade approach ; yet could he with

difficulty be disrobed of his animated and

floating finery :—how revolting and woeful

the spectacle ! In the following year, with
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not more than a twelvemonth's training, the

following was the report :
—" We have the

pleasure to see him in good health, indus-

trious, humble, religious, and in a few

weeks we hope to be able to allow him to

begin shoemaking."

Habits of idleness are never negative

vices : our good old divines have left it as

an axiom, which will not be easily disputed,

that " the idle man is the deviPs ready ser-

vant." Man must be employed, if not in

good, then in evil ; and that activity of

mind, implanted for the noblest of pur-

poses, if unlooked after, unpruned, and un-

directed, like earth's richest products, either

runs into wasteful and ruinous luxuriance,

or withers on the stem, or rots on the

ground. With uneducated man false sti-

mulants often supply the place of rational

incitements ; and if the feverish influence of

ardent spirits give a baneful exhilaration,

and a deplorable energy to their slumber-

ing faculties, the consequence is an entire

alienation from regular and virtuous em-

ployment themselves, and the double curse

of idleness and intemperance entailed upon
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their children ; thus insuring the visitation

of their iniquities upon the third and the

fourth generation. Of all the hopeless

cases which came under the cognizance of

the Philanthropic Society, the indulged

gratified children of drunken parents were

the most desperate :—we select, as an illus-

tration of this remark,

Andreas— , brought to the Count

by one of his relations, who, unable to break

him in, offered to contribute towards his

support, if he could be admitted into the

Institution. He was not more than thir-

teen years of age, and a youth of singular

talents, calculated to be an ornament to so-

ciety had his early instruction been attend-

ed to ; but his mother had died in his in-

fancy, and his father, deplorably addicted

to intoxication, neither cared nor knew how

he whiled away the most precious hours

of his existence, and he was allowed to

grow up like a wild sapling, whose riper

foliage mocked his earlier promise. He
hated instruction ; obedience was into-

lerable, and at the end of a week or two, he

contrived to make his escape in the night.
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to seek his former dissolute freedom. His

relation sought him out, and brought him

unwillingly back, when he vowed he would

set the place in flames before he should

remain.

Having been often similarly threatened,

the Count paid no great regard to the me-

nace, yet did not entirely disregard it, and

ordered a boy to observe his motions. The
precaution was not useless. One evening

the little watcher came breathless into the

sitting room, exclaiming, " Andreas is fled,

and the house is on fire !" On going to his

apartment, they found the obdurate vaga-

bond indeed absconded, but before leaving

he had collected a quantity of wood and

rags in the middle of the floor, and kindled

them with live coal from the kitchen. The
wood had caught fire, but providentially the

cloths were damp, and rather smothered

than helped the flame, so that no very ex-

tensive damage was incurred. Andreas, as

may be imagined, returned no more.

The boy, Wilhelm Ritter. He was sup-

posed to be about eleven years of age,—was

brought to Overdyke almost in a state of na-



4^ JjUSSELTHAL ABBEY.

ture,—a rag of an old night jacket, his only

garment, scarcely covering his nakedness.

His father, a silk-weaver, was compelled to

enter the French service, in which he was

killed at the battle of Hanau. The child

had learned a little of his father's trade, and

by what trifle he could earn at the loom,

eked out with begging, procured for his

mother, who was in a bad state of health,

and himself, a very scanty subsistence ; till,

after pining for some time under her mis-

fortunes, she died, and the whole of her ef-

fects, and among them his loom, were sold

to pay her funeral expences.

No one had compassion on the orphan.

It is none of the least deplorable conse-

quences of war, that it destroys fellow-feel-

ing, and engenders a callous selfishness that

cares not for the wanderer's plaint or or-

phan's tale. The fatherless, and motherless,

and houseless Wilhelm wandered from door

to door, and could neither find employment,

shelter, nor a home. Winter came on

apace, but its blasts chilled not his frame,

more than the cold hearts of his own spe-

cies froze his spirit ; the impenetrable
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ground was scarcely less hard than the icy-

bosoms of the peasantry, for the forlorn

outcast. Wilhelm fled from the towns and

the open fields, and hid himself during day

in the thickest woods, and only crept into

the villages or huts in the evening, not now

to beg bread, but to steal it.

His long abode in the forests had made

him intimate with their inhabitants, parti-

cularly the feathered tribes. As a second

Bechstein, he had watched the domestic

habits of birds so attentively, that he could

tell by their motions whether they were fly-

ing from their nests, or to them, and whe-

ther they had eggs or young. To ascer-

tain this was his principal object. His de-

sire for eggs was so keen, that he would at

any time risk his life for a couple. So ex-

traordinary was his agility in climbing, that

he not unfrequently seized the old bird in

the nest on the young, in which case the

old were immediately devoured without

cooking ; the young he sometimes attempted

to feed and bring up. Unacquainted with

any Linnaean classification, he gave to every

bird a distinctive, and often very appropri-
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ate name of his own ; which they appeared

to recognize, as he whistled after them.

Under the tutelage of Blumhenbac, the

boy might have become a celebrated natur-

alist.—By education in the woods he was

fitting for the chief of a band of robbers,

possessed as he was of excellent natural ta-

lents, yet of stronger unsubdued vicious

propensities. Reading or writing were to

him the most grievous tasks, submission to

authority the most cruel bondage.

Nothing could break the relish for wild

food he had acquired in the forest. One

day, as he was walking with the other boys,

having observed a brooding turtle dove, he

sprung from his companions, and running

up the branches of a fir-tree like a squirrel,

seized the nest and feasted upon the un-

fledged brood with disgusting delight. He
was strictly forbidden to indulge in such sa-

vage repasts, and threatened with punish-

ment if he again trespassed. But the very

next day his falcon-eye discerning a house

pigeon under the ridge of the Institution, he

climbed up the wall like a cat, and finding

two eggs, seized and sucked them with

4
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great gusto. The boys who were standing

below lamenting the robbery, cried out to

him, " Now you will be whipped !'*'' but he

told them he would not stay in a place

where he could not get plenty of eggs to

eat, and off he set. He returned in about

a year, with a basket full of eggs and some

black bacon, and promised that he would

behave better : but his inclinations were too

strong for his resolution ; and as he could

not be indulged, he only remained three

days, and then secretly absconded.

Commencing with such subjects before it

was possible to obtain their attention to any

mental culture, it was absolutely necessary

to break them in to something like regard

for the lowest and most common habits of

civilized life ; and even when this was ef-

fected, there was no certainty of their re-

maining at the Institution till these habits

became confirmed. The least temptation

would induce them to desert, and the labour

of months, sometimes years, was rendered

useless in a moment. The attention of the

Count and his sisters was in consequence
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early directed in a particular manner to the

infant orphans.

The discipline requisite for this class, was

uniform, steady and strict, yet kind. It was

necessary to enforce obedience, but it was

necessary also to convince the young barba-

rians that a real interest was taken in their

welfare, and that the restraints to which

they were subjected were beneficially in-

tended, and not arbitrarily imposed. To
gain their affections without indulging their

early vicious propensities, was no easy task.

But until this was accomplished, nothing

could be done effectually for reclaiming the

wayward vagabonds. Their ideas of right

and wrong had to be corrected, and their

sense of enjoyment rectified, even in the

lower capacities of animal gratification.

They had no distinct conceptions with re-

gard to property, nor could they perceive

any injustice in applying to their own use

whatever suited their convenience and might

be easily obtained. Bodily privations,

cold and hunger, were the sources of their

severest suffering ; and their highest enjoy-

ments, the luxurious indolence of basking in
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the sun-beams or before a comfortable fire,

or a nauseous gluttony indulged in to reple-

tion—when these appetites were satiated

for the present, they cared little for the fu-

ture, and it was among the last and most

difficult lessons for them to learn, any pru-

dent forecast of a coming day. If clothed,

and fed, and comfortable at the moment,

their inquiries seldom extended farther; and

to provide for a continuance of those bless-

ings by their own labour, was what they

were very unwilling and very slow to learn.

Upon the reception of any new pupil, his

instructors endeavoured to find out his for-

mer connections and manner of life, and

then observed carefully his ruling passion,

his capacity, and the vices to which he was

most addicted. Often in these inquiries,

cases of the most extreme misery were dis-

closed, sufficient to harrow up every feeling

of the soul. The poor creatures exhibited

the effects of total neglect, in the loathsome

cutaneous and other diseases that filth had

produced upon their bodies. But far more

loathsome were the moral diseases of the

mind. Their proficiency in swearing, ly-
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ing and stealing was incredible, and the fury

they Exhibited when they understood that

they would be obliged to live in an orderly

manner, and that when washed and clothed

they would not be suffered to roam without

restraint as they had been accustomed, was

unbounded. They uttered the most dread-

ful oaths, curses, wishes and execrations,

intermingled with threatenings to destroy

themselves and all about them, and so fierce,

desperate, and regardless were some of them,

that, though constantly and carefully watch-

ed, they found means to show that their

threats were not empty bravadoes.

Accustomed to military discipline, the

Count grafted some of its regulations upon

the moral training he bestowed on his chil-

dren. They were taught to march in regu-

lar time to their school-room, and to their

play ground ; and knowing the influence of

music, this was introduced to exhilarate

their exercises, and direct their movements,

both of amusement and duty.

Irregular meals, commonly the effect of

irregular employment, are among those cir-

cumstances which act alternately as the
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consequences and causes of moral deteriora-

tion. These, one might have imagined,

it would require no great exertion to abol-

ish, and to establish in their room a regular

rotation of wholesome food and set seasons.

Yet the vitiated appetites of the children,

till corrected, derived more gratification

from gluttony at one time, and almost star-

vation at another, than from the equable

and moderate supply recurring at stated

hours, which the rules of a well-ordered

household afforded. Nor was the properly

prepared diet itself agreeable to their taste

:

they relished more, sour and wild fruits,

raw vegetables, half-roasted flesh, and a su-

perabundance of bread, than the same arti-

cles properly cooked, and fully but frugally

administered. Like the Israelites when re-

deemed from the house of bondage, and fed

by the hand of God in the wilderness, their

souls loathed the light food, and they sighed

for the onions, and garlic, and flesh to the

full, though they should have returned to

lye again in squalid wretchedness among

the pots, and by the brick-kilns. Clean

and comfortable raiment one would suppose
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much more desirable than those of a differ-

ent description ; yet were there some who

preferred the floating drapery of rags to the

care and confinement of decent apparel.

Others, however, who had no objections to

being dressed, and who had even a partiali-

ty for good clothes, would suffer for a while

the restrictions of the Institution till they

obtained them, and then, as well as their

less humanized companions, would seize

the first opportunity of making themselves

scarce.

Great wisdom and prudence, as well as

incessant labour and attention, are required

in managing such characters, even so far as

to prevail upon them to remain under any

partial restraint and receive instruction,

supposing that money and every thing else

were had in abundance ; but when, with all

the toil, and anxiety, and care inseparable

from these preliminary efforts, there are

connected the additional anxiety and la-

bour, and the thousand painful sensations

arising from collecting and providing funds

to carry on the every-day wants of such an

establishment, some idea may be formed of
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the benevolence of the noble family who

have disinterestedly devoted themselves to

a service like this. Had their exertions

been stimulated only by common feeUngs of

compassion, the irksomeness of soliciting

charity for others, the repulses and rude-

ness experienced in this mode of collecting

money, besides its uncertainty, coupled

with the disappointment, and ingratitude,

and ill usage they experience from those

for whom they gather it, must long ere this

have disgusted them with a task so vexa-

tious and outwearing to the spirit, the tem-

per, patience, and health both of body and

mind. But having felt the influence of the

love of God in their own hearts, and having

experienced the constraining love of Him,

who, though he was rich, yet for their sakes

became poor, that they through his pover-

ty might become rich—and knowing that

in due season they shall reap if they faint

not— they have neither been weary nor

faint in their minds. They began upon a

piinciple able to carry them through. It, if

anything, verifies the proverb, ' it grows by

exercise ;' or like what has been said of the

3
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oak, and often applied to the Christian,—it

grows, enlarges, flourishes, in times of diffi-

culty, and under every weight. They

remembered that it was written, " Deal thy

bread to the hungry ; bring the poor that

are cast out to thine house; when thou

seest the naked, cover him,"" &c.—" then

thou shalt call, and the Lord will answer

;

then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and

thy darkness be as the noon-day.""

This principle, which led them never to

doubt of support while they simply leaned

on an Almighty arm, taught them this

humbling, but consoling and strengthening

truth, that what enabled them to overcome

the difficulties with which they had to strug-

gle, was the only principle that could ena-

ble the objects of their compassion to over-

come the difficulties they had to encounter,

and to repay the incalculable benefits they

laboured to bestow, by a life of virtuous in-

dustry. The grace of God which brought

salvation to their own souls, and enabled

them to subdue every worldly lust, was the

sole medium through which they could hope

the poor outcasts they had adopted might
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be redeemed from the cruel bondage of

their innate unsubdued and tyrannous pas-

sions, propensities and habits. They aimed

to make the poor orphans respectable citi-

zens and useful members of society ; but

they had higher aims,—they wished to see

them also subjects of Christ's kingdom

—

heirs and denizens of heaven ! and they

knew well that no method of human train-

ing, that no system of instruction, was either

so likely to succeed, or so certain of success

in attaining their lowest, setting aside their

highest object, as that which set before them

the author and finisher of our faith ; who

for the joy that was set before him, endured

the cross, and despised the shame.

They soon found, when they came in

contact with reality, that those theories

which talk of the innocence of childhood,

and the tabula rasa of the infant mind,

however amusing to speculative philoso-

phers, have no basis in actual life, and are

at variance, not more with the truth, than

with the experience of every parent or

teacher of the young,—that all combine

to enforce the lessons of the royal preacher,
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that folly is bound up in the heart of a

child, that they go astray from the womb

speaking lies

:

Young as they are, that there's a stone

Within the youngest breast.

Count Adelbert and his coadjutors be-

gan, therefore, at the foundation. " Our

principal end," say they, " in the education

of our pupils, was training them for the

kingdom of heaven. However much plea-

sure it might give to perceive among them

order, obedience, and industry, this would

not satisfy us,—we long to see them wholly

transformed into the image of Jesus Christ,

our divine master, that his mind may be in

them, that they may keep his command-

ments, and walk onward in his footsteps !''

They thus describe the means they used

to accomplish this end :
—" First, we endea-

vour to find out methods to prevent idle-

ness, and to preserve them of light, thought-

less, and giddy tempers, who are fluctuating

between good and evil, hesitating, but not

confirmed, from returning to their previous

evil habits. We mix religious instruction

with useful employments, and then again
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\?ith proper recreation and healthful exer-

cise."" The day began and ended with

devotional acts :—the adoration of the Al-

mighty ; thanksgiving for his mercy, and

prayer for forgiveness, guidance, and pro-

tection. These were enlivened by vocal and

instrumental music ; and one of the sweet-

est gifts of God to man, the harmony of

sweet sounds, was reclaimed for his own

service, and the infants'* orisons ascended to

their Maker, intermingled with hymns of

praise ! The regular occupations fitted to

the ages and dispositions of the children,

at first were carding and spinning wool,

knitting, and platting mats, with such like

light work ; then their recreations,—walk-

ing together in proper order, and in the

playful imitation of martial ranks ; and at

stated hours, they are instructed in reading,

writing, and arithmetic.

" But here,"' continues the Report, " we

must remark that religious instruction, ac-

cording to the pure doctrine of the gospel,

is the principal thing, the chief corner-

stone of our whole plan of education,

and every deviation from this principle.
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whatever name it may assume, we consider

as injurious and destructive. At the same

time, we must distinctly avow that we have

seen and met with nothing to lead us to

assent to the fashionable doctrine of the

innocence of childhood. We are fully con-

vinced of the truth of the scripture doctrine,

that the thoughts and imaginations ofthe hu-

man heart are evil from their youth up, and

that repentance must be preached to the

youngest of our charge ; for we desire ex-

plicitly to act upon the precept, as we judge

according to the infallible rule appointed by

our Lord, Make the tree good, as the tree is

known by its fruits, &c.—It is true that

from latter experience we have found with

some all our labour hitherto has been in

vain, and that without an outward re-

straint it is impossible to prevent such chil-

dren from running away. Accustomed

to a roving life, some, even after all our

efforts, have left us, and never returned.

But we are not discouraged ; the ser-

vant is not above his lord, nor the dis-

ciple above his master. When the fol-

lowers of the Lord of glory were offended,
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and left him, need we wonder that our pu-

pils should be offended and leave us ? When
he, full of divine compassion, shed tears of

sorrow over those by whom he was forsaken,

shamefully treated, and blasphemed, shall

we refuse to be made partakers of his suf-

ferings, or refuse to bear his cross ? No !

we would pray to him that he would make

us, his weak servants, more fit for his ser-

vice."

How long the preliminary steps of this

noble family were in operation before any

results ensued, beyond the gratification of

seeing a few human beings rescued from

nakedness, filth, and hunger ; perhaps they

might not be able accurately to ascertain

themselves,—they began so early, and con-

tinued so long without reckoning. The

Count, from a child, had been exercised in

efforts of benevolence, and what beneficial

effects casual, and even slight and desultory

instruction, when accompanied by offices

of kindness, may have accomplished, will

only be known when the roll of time is read

by the light of eternity.

But hardly had a twelvemonth elapsed
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after the Philanthropic Society at Over-

dyke had begun its activity, till it was

owned graciously by the Lord, and they

were enabled in their first Report, [June

1820,] to use the language of gratula-

tion, when meeting their supporters. " By
the blessing of God," say they, " on our

attempts to rescue poor destitute orphan

children from temporal and eternal misery,

we have been enabled to go on prosperous-

ly !" And they add an impressive observa-

tion, which cannot be too often or too

strongly urged on individuals who hear of

visits of mercy, but who are prevented

themselves by the necessary avocations of

business, from devoting their time to such

labours of love, viz. that personal inspec-

tion gives an interest in the sufferings of

the wretched, and leads to a zeal for their

relief, which no Report can excite:

—

" Those alone can take a lively interest in

our cause who, with feeling hearts, have

seen the frightful extent of human misery,

which we, with the help of God, would wil-

lingly lessen."

Individual exertion can do much for the
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amelioration of human misery. The most

necessary, the most intimate, the most de-

lightful exercises of kindness, benevolence,

and affection among the human race, are

those which individuals, as relations, as

friends, and neighbours, perform in their

individual characters. But the most ex-

tensive, and the most efficient in relieving

general misery, are those which they per-

form in their associated capacities as fami-

lies, as societies, and as communities. But

when the disinterested exertions of indivi-

duals, who have time to spare, and who,

from motives of real piety, are disposed to

spend it in the service of the destitute,

—

when they are supported in their designs by

a charitable, but busy community, who de-

legate to them the inspection, the relief, and

the superintendance of the objects who need

assistance, the maximum of good which can

result from human benevolence is perhaps

in this way attainable.

Illustrations are cheering—one or two are

subjoined : they are taken from the young-

est class, where, as they are the most hope-

ful, they chiefly occur. The first, a pro^
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mising infant four years old, is painfully in-

teresting, and illustrative ofthat exquisite ex-

postulation, Can a woman ? &c. yea, they

may forget, &c. " We eannot,"" say they,

" without the deepest sorrow, mention the

history of this unfortunate dear little child/"'

He was forcibly torn from us by his worth-

less mother, and dragged about with her

through the country to excite compassion.

But as the delicate boy soon proved a bur-

den to her in her sinful course of life, she

boarded him in one of those lowest recep-

tacles of poverty and filth,—a beggar's ho-

tel. Here the dear infant, left entirely to

himself, partook of all the scraps that had

any appearance of food. This unwhole-

some diet produced disease, and he was ne-

glected ; now, starved and covered with

vermin, he was fast sinking into the arms of

death, when his situation was made known at

the Institution. They immediately hasten-

ed to the hovel ; medical aid was procured

for him—but it was too late ! They had,

however, the satisfaction, for the few last

days that they attended him, to find that he

had not forgotten the religious instruction
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they had instilled into him. To his last

moment, the little thing continued to repeat

with much feeling the prayers that he had

learned at the Institution. Many of the

children visited poor Fritz on his straw

pallet, for he could not be removed ; and

long after his death, it was the source of joy

to them that Fritz had, in his last moments,

prayed with them to the Saviour of little

children. Oh ! if parents would only believe

how early a child can be taught the know-

ledge of the Saviour, and how much more

they are capable of understanding and feel-

ing upon that subject than is generally ima-

gined!

Respecting this subject we would most

earnestly recommend, and press upon the

attention of all who are in any way con-

nected with the training of infants,—the

necessity and advantage of communicating

religious instruction at the earliest possible

period of life, at the very first dawning of

intellect. It is amazing how soon an

infant may be brought to understand that

he is a sinful creature, that he needs a Sa-

viour, and that God became man, and in

his nature suffered and died on the cross
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for his sins, that he rose from the dead, and

is now exalted, a Prince and a Saviour,

to give repentance and remission of sin.

And the imparting of such knowledge to

the child, considered merely as an exer-

cise of the faculties, produces more bene-

ficial effect in strengthening and improving

the infant mind, than any other species of

information, besides its infinite unspeakable

importance to an heir of immortality. Of

its general influence in forming the charac-

ter of a nation, we have a standing example

in the history of our own country. The best

generation which Scotland ever knew, was

the one trained by religious men, who had

no other educational books than the Bible

and the Shorter Catechism. The grand

aim of their teachers was to make them

the children of God,— in scripture lan-

guage, and the ridiculed language of the

day, to see them godly—to instruct them

first in those things that belong to eternal

life ; and then they knew they would be

fitted to perform well their duties with re-

gard to temporal.

Caroline, an infant of three years old, af-
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fords a striking instance of the efficacy of

steady uncompromising discipline upon a

case of fretful self-willed obstinacy, at a

period of life when such a temper is too apt

to be overlooked, in expectation of the evil

correcting itself, as it is often expressed in

humble life in our country, by parents more

careful of their own ease than of the child's

welfare—"What's the use of aye crossin'

the wean, she'll get mair sense as she grows

up—gie her what she wants, and dinna

baud her girnin."

This helpless creature had been brought

to the Asylum in a state calculated to awa-

ken the tenderest sympathy. Her father

and mother had forsaken her, and her little

emaciated frame was severely affected by the

cold to which it had been exposed. Many,

long hours of suffering did she experience.

When racked with pain, she could only ex-

press her agony by tears, or cries, or fits of

passion. Her attendants had not the heart

to contradict her, and the consequence was,

that when, by the blessing of God, she had

recovered, she had—as is too common with

invalids who have been inconsiderately in-

3
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dulged—become irritable, impatient and

self-willed, and withal she was so dreadfully

obstinate, that it was extremely perplexing

to know how to manage her temper. " We
are not," says the Report, " of the opinion

of those parents or teachers who think that

such early indications of self-will ought to

be overlooked or let alone till a later period,

and that we should then set about subduing

them. We think that it is better to nip

them in the bud. We accordingly began

seriously to pursue our plan with her ; and

almost in every case where she seemed ea-

gerly set upon anything, we did the very

opposite of what she wished, but without

allowing it to appear that we did so merely

for the purpose of contradicting her. We
sometimes gave her more play, and some-

times more work than she was fond of, and

never would hear her utter an objection.

This treatment succeeded to admiration,

and Caroline became one of the happiest

and most obedient among the children, nor

ever required to be twice bid do anything.

Charles, nine years old, the son of aban-

doned parents, was comparatively uncor-
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rupted in body and mind ; a fine healthy

boy, of amiable dispositions, and inclined to

take pleasure in whatever was good. His

father and mother were both inmates of the

House of Correction at Munster when he

was received, and of course he was merciful-

ly preserved from their contaminating in-

fluence. No sooner, however, were they

dismissed from their confinement, and learn-

ed where he was, than they pursued him

with mistaken affection, endeavoured to

work upon his feelings in the most inju-

rious manner, on purpose to entice him to

withdraw from the pursuits of honest indus-

try, and join them in their dissolute and

vagabondish wanderings. The members of

the Institution remonstrated with them up-

on the impropriety and cruelty of their con-

duct, and endeavoured to persuade them to

desist from interfering to destroy their child,

but in vain ; and they were at length oblig-

ed to prevent them from entering within

their precincts. Still they lingered in the

neighbourhood, repeating every expedient

to decoy him away, and induce him to re-

turn to his begging trade, but all were una-
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vailing. The principles Charles had im-

bibed stood the trial, and the happiness he

felt in regular employment, rendered him

superior to every argument or allurement

they could adduce.

Encouraged by these promising appear-

ances, the philanthropists of Overdyke,

the family of Von der Recke, did not allow

the many untoward accidents with which

they met, to repress their ardour. They

were willing to spend and be spent in what

they considered the cause of Christ, and to

which they were impelled by love to the

Saviour: they rejoiced to identify their

humble labours, (as every sincere and de-

voted follower of Jesus has a right to do)

with those of their divine Head, and his

apostles ; they considered themselves work-

ers together with Him, and with them fel-

low-workers unto the kingdom of God. In

a spirit of holy confidence and exultation,

they, at the close of 1820, called upon their

contributors and supporters to join with

them in their efforts and their joy :
" Come,

ye dear friends of humanity, come and see

what the compassion of God has already
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done for this little flock, once wild, de-

based and corrupted beyond conception,

—

sunk almost beneath the level of the brutes.

Oh ! come and admire the wonderful trans-

forming power of the gospel, which of these

fierce lions'* cubs, hath made tame meek

lambs. Come and rejoice over the modes-

ty and the obedience they evince ; their

love and attachment, not only to their teach-

ers and benefactors, but even to strangers,

—see their industry, activity, and desire to

be useful,—come, listen to the harmonious

songs with which they praise their Creator

and Redeemer, and hear from their tender

lips their gratulations over their deliver-

ance ! Especially come, ah ! come and

unite with us in prayer and thanksgiving to

our Lord and Saviour, who has never left

himself without a witness among his crea-

tureis."
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CHAPTER III.

The Count's endeavours to promote benevolent

Institutions.—His address to the public on the
subject.—Institution at Werden—at Aschers-
leben.—Striking account of David Steubor.

—

His Sabbath schools, eifect of.—Danger of irre-

ligious or infidel schools in Germany.— The ar-

dent efi"orts of the Von der Recke family to

counteract them.—Extension of Orerdyke es-

tablishment.—Lottery of ladies' fancy work.

—

The Count again appeals to his country.

At this period the exertions of the Count

had occasioned a very general excitement

through the country, of which he was desir-

ous to avail himself, by extending the bene-

fits of his Institution as widely as possible,

and promoting similar ones in every direc-

tion. His appeals to the public were warm

and urgent—^nor were they fruitless.

'' We have already," says he in one of

them, " experienced that the silver and

gold are the Lord's, and with grateful hearts

we can say that the many gifts of all kinds
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we have received testify this truth in the

most touching manner. Oh ! that many-

more feeling Christian hearts would in this

way shew the sincere interest they take in

the welfare of their fellow-men, and give, as

to the Lord, a mite from their superfluity.

Our most ardent desire is to extend the cir-

cle of our operations, and we confidently

trust the Lord will prosper what he has en-

abled us to begin, and spread far and wide

the work of mercy : for, alas ! what is it

that has been done in our country, and in

our province ? it is like pouring one cooling

drop into an ocean of flame,—rescuing

some small twig from the red torrent of

ruin

!

" An innumerable crowd of orphans

stretch out their hands imploring help.

Would that we could help them f Our

hearts bleed that we must leave them in

their most distressing circumstances. We
call on Kim who has promised to be the

Father of the fatherless, that he would re-

member his promise, that he may be with

us, and enable us to do greater and more

glorious things in his service, and that He
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who has hitherto done such wonders for us,

would continue to help us, and not put our

hope to shame

!

" Next we turn to you, Christians ; ye

who know in whom ye have believed. We
ask of you liberal support and entire co-

operation. Are we not brethren ? Are we

not one in Christ? Yes, ye are united

with us in the holiest ties. Ye share our

feelings and our hopes, and know how to

appreciate our requests, when we plead, not

for our own, but for the Lord's sake. Ye
know, and ye can estimate the motives when

we urge the sacred obligation you owe to

him who hath redeemed us by the shedding

of his own precious blood. Can we be de-

ceived in our expectation that these pleas

will reach your hearts and open your hands?

Can one soul that has received all of grace,

not glow with gratitude ? And what ex-

pressions of this feeling so acceptable as the

endeavour to lead sinners to the same Sa-

viour who has delivered them ?

" We have no fear that you will directly

refuse to co-operate with us in the blessed

work of educating wild and abandoned or-
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phans for whom no man careth. We are

certain of your approbation, but we doubt

the influence of a common and plausible

apology, ' We are obliged to subscribe to

so many other Societies."* Well, how much
do you subscribe—what proportion of your

income do you give to God, who gives you

all ? what gratification do you deny your-

selves to assist his cause ? what superfluous

luxury do you retrench to purchase the real

luxury of doing good ? Could your pleas

of inability stand before the Lord, if now
called into his presence to justify your re-

fusal of a little additional expense in his

service ? We have seen the poorest, out of

the depth of their poverty, when constrain-

ed by the love of Jesus, imitate the poor

widow, and not out of their rich abun-

dance, but out of the depths of their pover-

ty, exercise, in good earnest, a little self-de-

nial, to contribute their mite to the exten-

sion of his kingdom. Be ye thus helpers of

our joy, to enable us to rescue some of the

poor slaves of Satan from the bondage of

darkness, and place in their hands the

means whereby they may be translated into

the kingdom of God's dear Son."
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In consequence of these, and similar ap-

peals, Asylums were opened at AVerden

and Aschersleben for destitute orphans un-

der the direction of the Count, or some per-

sons connected with the truly noble Vol-

marstein family ; and at the close of the

year, forty children had been received into

the one at Werden, of whom the Lutheran

pastor Gilpin had the tuition. At Ascher-

sleben, the pupils were not so numerous

—

they were only eleven, committed to the

charge of another pious minister, Hoyer;

the want of funds, and of proper accommo-

dation preventing the extension of his es-

tablishment.

Both these Institutions were the means

of elevating a number of interesting chil-

dren from the lowest grade in society, to

respectability and usefulness ; and of some,

even at that early date in their history, they

had good reason to hope that they were

answering their highest expectations, and

under the teaching of the Holy Spirit were

treading the paths that lead to everlasting

life.

The very first they received into Ascher-
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sleben was of this description. David

Streuber, scarcely nine years old, had from

almost his second year been exposed, toge-

ther with his parents, his young brothers

and sisters, to every privation ; and nur-

tured in such circumstances, presented a

very discouraging subject. His father

in his younger days was a common servant,

but quite a model in his line, being indus-

trious, faithful, and steady, seldom chang-

ing his place for ten years together, or upon

the death of his employer. By this means,

he had acquired a little property, and was

enabled to possess a house of his own, where

he was tranquilly enjoying the reward of his

good conduct, when the French, in the

year 1806, invaded Prussia, and the whole

of the corps, then under Bernadotte

—

now king of Sweden,—encamped for two

days near the city. It was his misfortune,

together with the greater part of the inha-

bitants of the suburbs, to be completely

plundered, and his wife and himself were

stripped of everything they had in the

world, except the clothes on their backs.

With indefatigable industry he had just
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begun to recover from his misfortunes,

when fresh disasters overwhelmed him. It

was in that dreadful year, 1813, when

Aschersleben was a second time tlie head-

quarters of a division of the French army,

under the command of the viceroy of Italy.

Sixteen wild outrageous soldiers were then

quartered upon poor Steuber, and again the

whole of his hard-earned pittance was de-

stroyed by strangers.

No citizen of Aschersleben can ever for-

get the horrors of that frightful time, of

which none except those who saw, can form

any adequate conception ; they fell with ter-

rible severity on the humble honest portion

of the lower class. Steuber had borrowed

a considerable sum, which he was now ren-

dered unable to pay ; his wife sickened

from terror and fatigue, and he, wasted with

grief and affliction, was also laid upon a

sick-bed; their debt accumulated, and he

was forced to sell house, furniture,—all.

Incapable, by age and distress, of doing

anything to support his family, the only

resource they had was begging, and in this

demoralising occupation young David spent
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his earliest years. Covered with rags, and

without instruction, he had wandered about

seeking food for his starving relatives ; but

acquiring, at the same time, unsettled ha-

bits, and that careless thoughtlessness which

produces obduracy in ignorance.

Nurtured in unconstrained freedom, his

strong natural constitution had outrisen all

the disadvantages of his fortune ; but his

mental faculties appeared to have deterior-

ated in proportion ;—the hale weather-bea-

ten figure of the beggar boy formed a sad

contrast to the debased intellect of the un-

instructed outcast. When brought to the

Institution, among the first questions put to

him, he was asked, " If he knew whether

there was a God ?^^ he answered, with the

greatest unconcern, " No ;" then, " whether

he knew he had a soul .?"*'' with equal apathy

he replied, " No !" a third query was,

" Do you know where you will go to when

you die .?"" " Oh yes r said he, with the

same regardless frankness, " to the church-

yard!"

He was informed on these great funda-

mental points; and the simple and solemn
8
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manner in which he was addressed when he

was admitted seemed greatly to affect him

;

indeed, during the whole process of his re-

ception, he appeared uncommonly agitated,

—he sobbed and wept aloud ; and when re-

quired to promise obedience to all the rules

of the Institution, and directions of his

teachers, he lifted up his hand, and with

much apparent sincerity gave his assent.

Naturally there was a great defect in his

speech; he stammered and stuttered so

much, that it was not till after repeated ef-

forts he could distinctly pronounce a word,

and especially when he was very desirous

to speak, then he found it most difficult.

*' Nor was it without much labour, and

great patience,"*' says the Count, " that we

could get him to enunciate distinctly the

first letters of the alphabet."

His irregular habits at first threatened to

be invincible, and his promises, like those

of some self-styled modern philosophers,

anything but binding. He would very

readily say, " I will yet be your best boy,""

but the very first opportunity that offered,

he would set off, and they would not see



DUSSELTHAL ABBEY. 79

his face again at the Institution, till brought

back by force. Several of his first elope-

ments were passed over ; but when he had

been absent for upwards of a whole day,

and was at last catched roaming wild in the

woods, and brought home late at night,

he was next day taken to task seriously for

having so often broken his promises, and

asked why he had so wantonly run away ?

Getting sulky, and refusing to answer, he

was smartly chastised for his conduct and

obstinacy. This treatment had the most

salutary effect—from that day he became

quite another man ; nor, except for some

little inadvertencies, had his teacher ever

any cause to reprove him. On the con-

trary, he had been often held up as an ex-

ample to the rest : upon one such occasion,

instead of being elated with the praises be-

stowed upon him, he sprang up, and em-

bracing his teacher, exclaimed, " I shall

through eternity have to thank you for the

chastisement you gave me,—it brought me
to reflection

!""

His teachers were the more encouraged

and delighted with this instance of the di-
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vine goodness, because when they first re-

ceived David, it was in the firm persuasion

that he would never be able to make any

progress in the simplest rudiments of learn-

ing, so much did the impediment in his

speech tend to obscure the unbroken dull-

ness of his understanding. But at the

above date, he was one of the best readers

of the Scriptures,—wrote a tolerably good

hand, and took great pleasure in arithme-

tic. With regard to religious instruction,

he was most attentive—exhibited uncommon

quickness of apprehension, and upon every

question prepared the best exercises, but

when called for extempore answers, and

could not readily find expressions, he would

stop and weep for grief at his incompetence

;

and it required all the soothing encourage-

ment of his instructors to comfort and

compose him under his infirmities. If he

chanced to commit a fault, which was not

often, he was the first to perceive, acknow-

ledge, and condemn himself for it ; and so

meek and so tender was his whole deport-

ment, that instead of any recurrence to

harshness, his masters found the greatest
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mildness in their treatment requisite to curb

his feelings.

Henry Gottleib Hoyer, the superintend-

ant of Aschersleben, who, along with Count

Von der Recke, organized the establish-

ment, and devoted his whole time to its ser-

vice, was a worthy man, who had grown grey

in the service of the Lord, and now, with

youthful zeal, delighted to exert his every

power to further its progress. From the

slender beginnings above noticed, and with-

out any other aid than the Count could af-

ford ; amid much opposition, and many evil

reports, the venerable man continued to go

forward unmoved in his dependence on the

Lord. He believed that the God who fed

the ravens and clothed the lilies of the field,

would not suffer him to want, but would have

mercy on a little flock of poor children ; and

he experienced that those who trust in the

Lord shall not be put to shame. About the

close of 1822, he had been enabled to rescue

thirty children from every species of human

misery.

As the Lord knew his a^ed servant was

unable to bear the burden of such a variety
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of engagements alone, he stirred up one

Samuel Von Hoff, a faithful fellow-labourer.

The first year was, upon the whole, pros-

perous, although they suffered many trials.

The beneficial effects of the Institution soon

began to attract general notice ; and many,

both high and low, strove to show their love

to their Saviour, by contributing to rescue

immortal souls from the paths in which de-

stroyers go. But with so many proofs of

divine love and approbation, they were not

without their cross. All the children were

seized with measles, and the Lord took the

dear assistant, S. Von Hoff, to his eternal

rest. Soon after, Hoyer himself was seized

with the some disease, and it appeared as if

the Institution was about lo perish. But the

Lord, who suffers not his name to be called

upon in vain, though he brought over them

the clouds of tribulation, made his sun of

joy again to appear. The faithful Hoyer

soon recovered, and found in the son-in-law

of his early assistant, a new and wilHng fel-

low-labourer ! They were also much en-

couraged by some ladies in Silesia coming

forward to assist this Institution. The
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Count was now obliged to withdraw entirely

from Aschersleben :
" If we had room,""

said he, " we gladly would have taken the

thirty children under our care, but as this

is impossible, we must separate, and affec-

tionately commend them to the grace and

blessing of God, and the liberality of all

true Christians/'

Connected with these Institutions, were

Sabbath schools, which the indefatigable

Count got erected all around, and had the

pleasure of seeing their beneficial effects in

the great improvement that took place in

the manners and habits of the people.

These, not being confined to children, but

extended to adults, numbers, whose edu-

cation had been totally neglected during

the confusion and misery attendant on hos-

tilities, and suffered to grow up as the

beasts that perish, were induced to become

scholars, and to spend their hours in re-

ceiving religious instruction, which they

had been accustomed to squander in idle-

ness or dissipation. Wherever they pre-

vailed, the taverns were emptied, and the

low gaming-houses abandoned. These
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last—the receptacles of the most worthless

characters, and the nurseries of every vice

—had increased to a frightful extent in the

towns and villages which had been visited

by the different armies, whose deplorable

effects on the morals of the places through

which they passed, and especially where

they halted, were even more lastingly mis-

chievous, and more deeply to be lamented,

than the waste and destruction of property,

which reduced thousands to beggary and

ruin.

When the plough resumed its activity,

and men returned to the industrious occu-

pations of peaceful life, the fields would

once more wave with luxuriant crops, and

the cottages and hamlets arise from their

ruins ; but, alas ! what could reclaim from

moral desolation, the depraved field of an

uncultured peasantry, whose youth had run

waste, and who had reached at once a ma-

turity of age and of evil ? nothing but what

the Count found to be effectual,—the bless-

ing of God upon the preaching of the gos-

pel.

Institutions for the difJ\ision of specula-
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tive opinions were widely diffused, and

greatly encouraged in Prussia and Ger-

many, before the commencement of the

French revolution ; and although we may
not be prepared to go all the lengths of

Abbe Baruel or Professor Robinson, in

their descriptions of the vast extent, and the

minute and diffusive ramifications of a

conspiracy against the Christian religion,

—

enough remains to stand as an everlasting

memorial of the danger of disseminating

knowledge unconnected with religion, or

connected with a false one.

Unhappily the example and influence of

Fredrick, misnamed " the great," had the

most pernicious consequences. While he af-

fected to patronise science and men ofgenius,

he treated all religion as priestcraft, founded

on ignorance and superstition ; and the zeal

with which these tenets were propagated by

the philosophists of Germany and France,

not only contaminated the whole literature

of the Continent, but had the most baleful

influence on the primary and lowest sources

of instruction. Popery had paved the way

for infidelity ; and the inferior ranks, when
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taught to despise the absurdities of an idola-

trous religion, were training at the same time

to reject the true ; and thus were set loose

upon the world in a time of general agita-

tion. If they had learned any thing at

school, it was a cold heartless scepticism,

without any efficacious counteracting prin-

ciple.

Of the evil resulting from this mode of

education, the Count had the deepest im-

pressions ; for he had seen the practical re-

sults. He therefore superintended himself,

assisted by his pious sisters and brother,

the initiation of all the inmates of his Insti-

tution, in the peculiar doctrines of Christi-

anity, upon which he based their instruc-

tions in its moral precepts. Respecting the

share which his venerable father had in his

operations, he speaks thus affectionately in

the first Overdyke Report.

" The father too of the writer of this Re-

port, whose heart glows with equal warmth

in the sacred cause, and who erected this

seminary, which has been a blessing to his

country, dedicates himself with benevolent

activity to the young plants in this hope-
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ful garden, from whom he has reaped the

fruits of his labours of love, and in the cir-

cle of these little ones, seems to forget his

great age."

As this noble family had been so much

impoverished by the calamities of war,

and the necessary expense of so large a

number of orphans fell very heavy,—it was

not without much difficulty that they could

procure the services of regular clergymen ;

and when they did, the smallness of the in-

come they could afford to give, was not suf-

ficient to induce them to remain, when they

procured more alluring calls to fill the situ-

ation of country pastors, which then was,

and we believe is even now, peculiarly im-

portant, from the great scarcity of ministers

who
.
preached the unadulterated scripture

truth in parish churches;—a lamentable

majority being Socinians, Neologians, or

lurking Deists.

Happily, at the close of the year 1820,.

the Institution at Overdyke was favoured

with an affectionate and able minister, and

by the blessing of God, it had prospered

beyond expectation. The original plan had
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only embraced boys, but that was soon de-

parted from. The girls were found to be

equally numerous and equally destitute,

nor was it possible to resist their claims.

At first it was attempted to get them placed

out in families to service with the peasan-

try or farmers, but this did not succeed,

and did not meet the design of the benevo-

lent projectors; even when they procured

for them respectable people, many unplea-

sant circumstances occurred, and their edu-

cation was neglected. The ladies of Over-

dyke having, therefore, undertaken to be

their teachers, they also had been admitted

to the benefits of the Asylum. Down to

this period they had all been lodged in

one building, and their education conducted

together ; but this they found, notwith-

standing all their care and circumspection,

was attended with many inconveniences and

disadvantages, owing chiefly to the different

mode of their tuition ; they therefore saw it

necessary to erect new buildings that they

might be taught separately.

For this purpose it was requisite to raise

a fund, and the king of Prussia having

granted them the liberty of disposing of the
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ladies'* ornaments and ladies' fancy work,

which had been presented to them, by way

of lottery, the Count again appealed to the

feelings of his countrymen. " Friends of

humanity, look round your houses, and ask,

What aid can I give to rescue from misery

an immortal soul.^ You will there find

much, similar to what once poured the heal-

ing balsam into the wounds of the warrior.

O ! listen ye dear noble Ladies' Union. The
wounds of the German warrior bleed no

more, but the consequences of the war—the

host of poor begging children, make our

hearts bleed." They afterwards, in the Re-

port, remarked on the liberality which this

appeal had called into action,—" O that

we had words to express the love with which

friends known and unknown have presented

their gifts, but the Lord has seen and mark-

ed it." A nervous fever about this period,

which raged as an epidemic over the whole

country, seized at once a great many of the

children, but the Lord heard prayer on

their behalf, so that none of them died

;

on the contrary, by this affliction many

were brought from the death of sin to life

in the Lord.

3
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CHAPTER IV.

Count Von der Recke extends his plans.—Ob-
tains Dusselthal Abbey — remarkable provi-

dences attending its purchase—admirably adap-
ted for an Orphan Institution and for a re-
fuge FOR THE JEWS.—Great religious excite-

ment in Britain, and formation of the London
Society for promoting Christianity among the
Jews.— Originates similar societies in Ger-
many.—The Count becomes deeply interested

in the cause.—Differences about affording tem-
poral support to inquirers and proselytes.

—

Opinion of the Francfort Society—proposals

for their relief.—Elbersfeld Missionary Society

apply to the London Jews' Society—their re-

ply.—Views of Count Von der Recke—adopts
the plan of aiding Jewish inquirers at Dussel-
thal.—Announces it to the Amsterdam Society

in an urgent address.—Applies to the London
Society—is assisted by the Ladies' Society of

Edinburgh, and the Glasgow Jewish Society.

OvERDYKE was constructed and established

as an orphan house, as already noticed, en-

tirely upon the principles of the pious Pro-

fessor Franck, and upon these they had

been conducted for two years, when the

great influx of applicants made the Count
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ardently desire the extension of such insti-

tutions ; the benefits which he had seen

result from what had been already done,

and the universal interest which appeared

to have been taken by all ranks in his plan,

emboldened him, in humble, holy reliance

on the divine blessing, to attempt yet great-

er things.

He therefore purchased the Abbey and do-

main of Dusselthal, where the most rigid of

all the monastic tribes, the monks of La
Trappe, were wont to exercise their useless

austerities, endeavouring to obtain the mercy

of their Maker, in proportion as they were

cruel to his workmanship, and to merit hea-

ven by rendering themselves unfit to serve

either God or man upon earth. Instead of

the idle monotony of unintelligible devotion,

and the using of many repetitions in order,

like the heathen, to be heard for their much

speaking, he resolved that here the rational

praises of their Saviour should ascend from

his intelligent creatures, who might at once

be taught to look forward to another and a

better country through the merits of his

blood, and be prepared for it through his
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grace, by being taught and disciplined to

perform the duties of the present.

His struggles were long and severe be-

fore he could resolve to incur the responsi-

bility of so extensive a purchase. The ad-

vantages it offered were many, especially

for the training of the older boys who had

grown up in idleness and vice, and who,

whenever they were new clothed, and had

their health re-established, usually got tired

with the system and regularity of the Insti-

tution, and absconded. At Overdyke there

was no space of ground sufficient either for

the purposes of employment or recreation,

and some of the wild untamed creatures be-

came in consequence, at the first so disgust-

ed, that they had run away and been fetch-

ed back fourteen or fifteen times—such was

their predilection for the vagabond life they

had previously led—and every time they

returned they brought with them renewed

proofs of increased depravity. At Dussel-

thal there was, inclosed with walls high

enough to prevent escape,—yet without pre-

senting the appearance of a prison,—ample

room for exercise and for garden ground.
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where the children could be taught to han-

dle the spade, and be at once pleasantly,

healthfully and usefully occupied, and like-

wise, also, where workshops might be erect-

ed for training those who chose to be arti-

zans. The estate also was situate near a

large town where their wants could be easi-

ly supplied, and whose inhabitants, it was

hoped, might be induced to take an interest

in, and render some assistance to the esta-

blishment.

While all these advantages, which he had

scarcely hoped to find united in one spot,

presented themselves together at Dussel-

thal, he could not help earnestly desiring to

possess it. But he had no money, and the

price was large. Here lay the difficulty ;

yet was he persuaded that its being offered

him at the very time when he had been long

anxiously wishing for such a place, was of

the Lord ; nor was it without a hard combat

with much discouragement that he received

faith to undertake the whole in the name of

the Lord. " Those only who saw can tell,"

says the Report, " the painful struggle we

endured, the waking nights we passed, and
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the fervent prayers we poured out to the

all-wise God for his direction, from the

month of August 1821 till February 1822,

before we came to a final determination, so

that we cannot be accused of precipitancy ;

and several providential circumstances con-

curring, left us no room to doubt but that

it was the will of God we should make the

purchase."

" Among others, there is one which we

cannot avoid mentioning, as it occurred at

a time when our faith was weak and ready

to waver. A noble lady sent to the writer

of this Report, as a free gift, to be at his

own disposal, the sum of three thousand

six hundred and sixty-six Rhenish florins

;

he cheerfully devoted it to this purpose, con-

Bidering the opportune present as the seal

of the approbation of God, and joyfully

went forward to the work, confident in his

further assistance. We then,"" continues

he, " began to treat with the proprietors of

Dusselthal, and after mature deliberation,

bought the estate, part from Hernn Heubes

and part from Government, with the build-

ings, waters, mills, gardens, meadow and
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arable lands, a flat area consisting of one

hundred and fifteen acres, for the sum of

fifty-one thousand five hundred and seventy

Rhenish florins ; and at last, on the 80th

of March 1822, the Abbey of Dusselthal

became a property exclusively devoted to

God our Saviour, as an institution for res-

cuing orphan children from inexpressible

wretchedness, and from being the pest, to

become useful members of the community.

" Now the grand question was, how was

the money to be raised ? The proceeds of

the lottery, which were considerable, were

absorbed in the repairs and additions re-

quired for the buildings, besides several

small sums, which were realised in various

ways, and a dear tried friend of Christ, Herr

Johann Keetman Neuwied, gave us a lively

proof of his love to the Saviour, by lending

us the sum of four thousand Rhenish flor-

ins without interest. Deeply affected with

this instance of his kindness, we pray that

the Lord would touch the hearts of those

whom Mammon has fast bound, and that

they would act as this generous man has

done. Many lauded our undertaking, and
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promised us mountains of gold ; but it was

well our hope was fixed upon the Lord

—

these golden mountains never made their

appearance : and blessed be the merciful

God, who through his gracious care suffered

not his work to fail ; many kind hearts gave

us considerable sums, and so we got over

some of our most pressing difficulties.""

The state of the Jews in Germany had,

however, early attracted the attention of the

Count, in connection with the other objects

of his Christian benevolence ; and when an

opportunity offered of his obtaining the

Abbey of Dusselthal, and the adjacent

grounds, he enlarged his plan, so as to in-

clude in it a place of refuge for those of the

house of Israel, who, having a desire to in-

quire into, or embrace the Christian religion,

are thrown destitute, and persecuted by

their Jewish relations.

That general excitement in the British

religious world, which commenced with the

sailing of Carey and his brethren to India,

and the subsequent formation of the Lon-

don Missionary Society, which extended so

widely, and embraced such a variety of ob-
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jects, roused among others a powerful in-

terest in the state of the dispersed Israel-

ites ;—thence originated The London So-

ciety for promoting Christianity among
the Jews, whose exertions contributed great-

ly to revivify a like feeling among Chris-

tians on the Continent, for the ancient peo-

ple of God. A number of similar Societies

were in consequence formed, and several

at no great distance from Overdyke ; in par-

ticular one near Elbersfeld, where M.
Marc, a converted Jew, employed by the

London Society, had been exceedingly ac-

tive. With this last, the young Count be-

came intimately associated ; and as he does

whatever he enters into with his whole

heart and soul, he engaged eagerly in the

furtherance of their views. These branch-

ed out in two directions,—first, the provi-

sion to be made for supporting proselytes

and inquirers ; and, second, to provide for

a supply of well-trained instructors.

At one time the London Society consider-

ed it proper to provide for those proselytes

who, upon professing Christianity, had been

left destitute; but the many impositions
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that had been practised upon them, led

them to run into an opposite error; and

from being unboundedly liberal, they re-

solved to give nothing at all to the tem-

poral support of those who applied. It is

not for us to decide which of the extremes

be the safest; but we think the first,

though not a little vexatious, yet upon the

whole the most pleasant ; and we strongly

incline to believe that they will have but

meagre success in obtaining the attention of

sinners of any description to the things that

belong to their salvation, who express great

zeal to supply their spiritual necessities,

and show little regard for their bodily

wants. If a man ask for bread, it is apt to

be considered a mockery, if we gave him a

lecture or a book.

The German Societies had been tossed

upon the horns of the same dilemma ; but

individuals among them^.came to the latter

conclusion ; and a member of one of these

committees stated this as his opinion—the

result of much experience, in a letter to the

London Committee, dated Frankfort, July

SOth, 1821. The labour of missionaries.
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and the distribution of New Testaments

and tracts, he considered necessary and ex-

cellent preliminary measures ; but to render

them effectual, he considered it absolutely

requisite to open an asylum for converted

Jews, who might be persecuted on account

of their professed belief in the gospel of

Christ.

" From my early youth,"" says he, " the

Jews were objects of my deep interest

;

and therefore my zeal was so much the

more excited in their behalf, when M. Marc

arrived here, and entered upon his missionary

work among the Israelites. Since that time,

this object has in a great degree engaged

my attention, and I have attempted to con-

sider it in every point of view. But the re-

sult to which I have arrived is this, that

desirable as the deliverance is from the

state of bhndness in which it is held, all

that hitherto has been done to that effect is

little calculated to produce that blessed

change ; and that the labours of individu-

als must be in vain, unless the Lord in-

clines the hearts of Christians at large to

adopt other measures. The sending out of
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missionaries, and the dissemination of New
Testaments and other Christian books a-

mong the Jews, were so far useful measures,

because thereby they were stirred up to lis-

ten to, and to examine the word of truth,

and because several individuals thereby ac-

tually Iiave been brought to the saving

knowledge of Christ.

" But this latter issue has brought to

light a material defect in so striking a man-

ner, that every one who is unprejudiced

must clearly see that while this defect lasts,

we cannot proceed farther. We have here,

under divine assistance, in the course of

one year, introduced more than twenty

Jewish converts into the Christian church ;

and we may say to the praise of the Lord,

that they have not been made nominal

Christians only, but that they, as far as

our judgment goes, have been brought to

an experimental knowledge of the grace

of God in the blood of his Son Jesus Christ.

But here I, by the situation I hold, have

felt in a more painful manner than other

members of our Committee, the great diffi-

culty of bringing Jewish converts into a

I
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proper way of gainiig their temporal sup-

port.

" This will be the rock which will effect

the shipwreck of all the lately instituted So-

cieties for the conversion of the Jews in

Germany ; and as long as that defect is not

obviated, all our toil, and all our expenses,

will be in vain, and the whole will be dis-

solved and fall to ruin.''* " It is true,"" he

adds, " we have not here been discouraged

hitherto, notwithstanding many trying and

painful occurrences. But another Society,

lately instituted, after having introduced

only four or five Israelites into the Chris-

tian church, is already so much at a loss

how to provide for their temporal wants,

that the members are almost ready to with-

draw their hands from the work. And
thus it is more than probable that all the

other Societies will lose their energy, and

fall into a state of inactivity, owing to the

impossibility to get over so material a diffi-

culty.

" In order to get over this appalling ob-

stacle, the establishment of Israelite Chris-

* This anticipation has been nearly fulfilled.

3
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tian congregations, in the form and spirit of

the United Brethren, was proposed, in

which the converted Israelites might live

together without being compelled to mix

with a dead world, where too easily they

may lose again, whatever, by the grace of

God, they had obtained. To that end an

estate was to be purchased, where they

might settle and cultivate the ground ; and

with which, if circumstances permitted, all

sorts of trade and handicraft business might

be united. The situation pointed out as

desirable for the settlement, was the neigh-

bourhood of some great city. There every

truly converted Israelite, who desired to be

received into the congregation, would be

required to pledge himself to live according

to its statutes, which, while not in contra-

diction to the liberty of the children of God,

would yet involve a strict obedience to the

commandments of our Lord. Every one

who was able to work would be directed to

eat his own bread, and industry and activi-

ty would be the essential characteristics of

the whole community. All the regulations

would be based upon the doctrine of Jesus
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Christ, and have for their only object the

institution of a congregation, whose mem-

bers should show forth, in their lives and

conduct, the power of a living faith in the

gospel.

" By such an Institution it was san-

guinely hoped that all the obstacles where-

by convinced Jews had hitherto been pre-

vented from making their transition into the

Christian church would be removed. Here

they would receive both instruction, and

the means of supporting themselves by their

own industry, and also live among their own

brethren,—a thing of no small importance

to the Jews.""

Impressed with the same sentiments, the

Elbersfeld Misiionary Society also made ap-

plication, through their agents, to the Lon-

don Society, to obtain aid in order to the

erection of an Institution upon the plan

projected by the Frankfort Committee, as

above detailed ; respecting which, their se-

cretary, the pastor Doring, thus expressed

himself: " Every Christian, who maturely

meditates upon the conversion of Israel,

will easily agree in the statement, that a
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Christian congregation of baptized Jews is

highly desirable. Elbersfeld and the sur-

rounding vicinity is in some respects well

calculated for such an Institution. But the

large population, and the high prices of the

necessaries of life, offer some difficulties.

When M. Marc was lately here present, we

have frequently long and maturely confer-

red with him about that subject ; and it ap-

peared advisable to make a trial of that

kind at Stockkam.'' He then offered the

co-operation of his Society, who would wil-

lingly appoint a separate Committee out of

its members, whose activity would be de-

voted exclusively to the concerns of the

Jews ; and he hoped in an opulent district,

in which a Christian spirit was prevailing,

that a lively interest would be found in be-

half of Israelite converts ; but he durst not

venture to excite any very sanguine hopes

of pecuniary contributions for establishing a

colony of Jewish Christians ; still less

would he pledge the Society to any fixed

grants. His Society would, however, he

said, as their own funds were chiefly ex-

pended on missionary schools, receive
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with great pleasure, and employ in the

best possible manner, whatever money

might be remitted from England for this

purpose,—would exercise a superintendance

over the colony, and invite the neighbour-

ing ministers to a similar inspection, and

the care of souls.

By the rules adopted by the London

Society, it was impossible for them to ren-

der any pecuniary aid to such institutions,

it being impracticable to calculate how much
would be required for temporal support,

and how much for religious instruction, but

they assured them they would readily ad-

vance the spiritual welfare of such a colony,

by the grant of books and missionary exer_

tions.

Count Adelbert Von der Recke wished

*^o promote both objects at Dusselthal. But

he was at the same time anxious that a col-

lege should be instituted at Stockkam for

the instruction of Jewish teachers, to enable

them to be more useful among their coun-

trymen. '' I am convinced," said he, in a

communication to the London Committee,

*' that such of the Jews as belong to the
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class of teachers—and these form almost

the majority of the converts to the light of

the gospel—require a special and separate

treatment, lest their influence on the lower

classes, or reciprocally, may be injurious on

both hands. This was also understood by

other friends of Israel, and by M. Marc.

We therefore, after a long consultation,

came to a resolution to institute a college

for the instruction of these Jews, to be con-

nected with the Missionary Society at El-

bersfeld. This college is to be established

at Stockkam, a neighbouring estate, of

which I am proprietor, and under my pa-

tronage. I have made it a donation.*^

But he added, that owing to his numerous

avocations, he would not be able to do much
for it himself: and accordingly it so hap-

pened, his hands soon became more than

filled with his new undertaking—an undeiv

taking sufficient to have overwhelmed the

most robust frame, much more one in sq

delicate a state of health as the Count. ueH

This he announced to the Missionary

Society at Rotterdam, in an affectionate

and eloquent address, February 12. 1822,
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shortly after he had entered on his pre-

mises. " Beloved brethren in Christ, our

Lord and Master, When I heard that with

sacred love you had been labouring to build

up the house of Israel, which has so long

lain in ruins, I was filled with joy and gra-

titude to God, and I can no longer resist

the wish of my heart to testify my joy to

you, and also to implore that you will not

rest satisfied with your hitherto accustomed

activity, but will, in confidence in God, in

good earnest put your hand to the work.

" It appears to me, and I believe I may
boldly afl[irm, that to every sincere and af-

fectionate Christian it must appear, that we

have been guilty of the greatest wickedness

in having hitherto done so little to promote

the temporal and spiritual welfare of those

Jews who have been converted to Christi-

anity. It is true in modern times much
has been done for Israel, and much that is

praise- worthy ; but is our love wholly ex-

hausted .? have we done all that we ought ?

Brethren ! let us lay our hands on our

hearts, and ask, Have we used the best

means to attain this end ?
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" There is more, inexpressibly more, that

we could and should have done ; and had

we in faith looked up to the Lord, we might

have rejoiced in his blessing, and in the

glorious consequences of our exertions.

Many excellent Societies have till now ima-

gined that the distribution of books and the

sending forth of missionaries, were sufficient

for accomplishing these great objects ; but

most of them, as well as I, having learned by

tried experience and observation, that these

well-intended attempts produced but little

fruit,—for truly Israel in part hath been

struck with dreadful blindness, and sunk

into a state of the most extreme corruption,

and to raise him from his low estate, some

more effectual means are necessary than the

dead letter or a few passing words.

" This might have been perceived long

ago, did not many, very many, dear faithful

Christians still retain the mistaken notion,

that if an Israelite will acknowledge the

Saviour, then he has overcome all diffi-

culties. Experience, however, and the pre-

cious word of God show how far this is from

being the case. If the newly converted
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Christian has to maintain a conflict with

the great powers of darkness, he who is

educated in Judaism has a much more se-

vere contest. The Christian, from his

youth, has every assistance from holy doc-

trines and gracious instruction ; and if any

one for a time cease to attend to these, of

how little temporal consequence is it ! he

forms only an exception, and is overlooked.

With the Jew it is far otherwise : from his

earliest years every possible art has been

used to produce principles, the very oppos-

ite of those which it is the chief part of

Christian education to instil: yet let him

turn aside immediately, without making

any allowance for his early prejudices

or sinful customs, he is isolated in the

midst of a Christian population, who,

with a keen eye, mark his every step, and

watch for his halting. Or place him among

Christians who, from ignorance, make un-

seasonable, overstrained demands on him

;

—if these are not fully answered, then they

turn away from him with uncharitable in-

difference or contempt.

" The Jew, besides, who embraces Chris-
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tianity, though of mature age and lively

faith, is but a tender plant, which must be

sheltered from rude blasts,—a young tree

which requires the careful hand of the

gardener, and also to be supported and tied

up, that every wind of doctrine do not

break it,—must be digged about, and man-

ured by exhortation and instruction from

the Scriptures, that it become fruitful,—an

active useful member of society,—not a

burden to others, but a cause ofjoy. The
young tree must be also daily pruned of its

exuberant branches, the consequences of

his former slavery to sin—these evil pas-

sions and propensities, pride, avarice, anger,

and sloth, and idle wandering, to which the

Jews are particularly addicted, that the

more healthful be not weakened.

" Every young Christian, but tenfold

more the Jew, is a child that requires to be

held in leading-strings:—no sooner is he left

to his own guidance, than he totters and falls,

and cannot be raised again without injury.

This has hitlierto been sadly the case with

the converted Jews among us, and for this,

the principal cause must be sought in
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our criminal want of Christian charity to-

M'ards them. Would we then have our

guilt removed, and promote the conversion

of Israel, which has been thus so long re-

tarded.? let us establish Jewish chris-

tian COLONIES ; in these we may afford

every necessary help, and supply what was

wanting in their early education.

" Although this idea has long occupied

my mind, I have never till now ventured to

mention it, as I had not sufficient faith to

put it in execution : but now that the Lord

has so wonderfully led me, and my under-

taking for the salvation of Israel—God be

praised !—has so far advanced, I feel my-

self constrained, beloved brethren in the

Lord, most earnestly to entreat your as-

sistance in founding a colony in Anspach for

Israel's lost sheep. By the infinitely gra-

cious disposal of God, I have now got a si-

tuation in the highest degree fitted for sucli

a colony. It is situated in a delightful

valley on the banks of the Dussel, about

half-an-hour's walk from the Rhine, bound-

ed by Glassenberg and Dusseldorf, for

which I am to pay the sum of fifty-eight
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thousand rix-dollars. It was formerly the

Abbey of Dusselthal ; there is a good

house and a mill, and about two hundred

acres of land—fifty acres inclosed by a wall

twelve feet high ; it shall be now in another

manner devoted to the Lord, to the honour

and praise of his name, and to the extension

of the kingdom of his grace in the earth.

Dusselthal shall now, by the help of God,

be a dwelling-place and rendezvous for the

destitute children of Israel, where such as

have found the Lord may settle, receive

instruction in the truth, learn trades, possess

a house and field, and by the labour of their

hands eat their own bread.

" Many Jews are now ready to come, but

there is a want of almost every thing ; I

have myself been able only to pay seven

thousand rix-dollars, which is but as an

earnest ; therefore, my beloved brethren in

Christ, I cannot with too much urgency im-

plore your powerful assistance, for I stand

alone with weak shoulders under sb great a

work of faith : but with my eye fixed in

confidence on the Lord, I tremble not

though a host of wants lye before me. I
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need materials for building houses for the

colonists ; a church—the children at pre-

sent occupy the Abbey-House—and tools

for the mechanics. I must have also

a minister, teachers for both sexes, and

overseers, and there is no money to pay

their salaries : all this requires the greatest

efforts at present, but after the proper ar-

rangements are made, the colony will be

able, it is hoped, to support itself. Be-

loved brethren, it is now time to do some-

thing efficaciously among the Jews. Look

to Him who first loved us, who, according

to the flesh, was an Israelite. Salvation

comes to us from the Lord,—let us show

our gratitude by our deeds, that his holy

name may be praised, and many truly saved

;

look up to him ! and full of faith and love,

O haste to help us ! In the joyful hope of

your early and affectionate aid, I pray God
richly to bless you ; and am, through

Christ's blood and grace, your very affec-

tionate brother in him, and fellow-servant.

—Signed, Adelbert Graaf Von der Hecke

Von Volmarstein."

About this period, the Count made ap-

3
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plication to the London Society, and to the

British Christians : no portion, however,

could be spared from the revenues of the

Society for the Dusselthal Institution,*

—

their rules being inflexible, so far as regard-

ed any temporal advantage which, by possi-

bility could accrue to a Jewish convert or

inquirer ;—but several private Christians,

particularly the Rev. Mr Simeon of Cam-

bridge, assisted liberally.

The Ladies"" Jewish Society of Edinburgh

contributed, and have ever since considered

this interesting Institution as one of their

most legitimate departments of expenditure,

though their remittances have unfortunately

of late been greatly contracted. The Glas-

gow Society, likewise, came forward upon

this occasion ; though, we believe, they af-

terwards adopted the views of the London

Society. But, upon the whole, the sums re-

ceived \^ere not sufficient to relieve him from

anxiety, and difficulty, and continued exer-

tion.

• The receipts of the London Society for propagating
Christianity among the Jews, during the year ending
March 1808, amounted to £13026, 14s. 9d.
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CHAPTER V.

First introduction of the Dusselthal Institution

to the Edinburgh Ladies' Society for the con-

version of the Jews.—Letter from Dusselthal

describing the Count's difficulties—the state of

the place, and the inveteracy of the Romish
priests against it.—Remarks on the varied op-

position to which the Count was exposed.

—

State of the Jews on the Continent—persecut-

ed, hated—and suspected, not always unjustly,

by the general mass of inhabitants—few aid

the Count in his attempts to ameliorate their

condition—his gratitude to the Ladies' Associa-

tion in Edinburgh, for their assistance, express-

ed in a letter to their secretary.

Dusselthal Institution was first intra-

duced to the notice of the Edinburgh La-

dies"* Society by a converted Jew, the late

Mr Simon, then on a visit to that city, and

who soon after returned to the Continent

with his wife. From the latter the Com-
mittee received the following account of

the infant Institution, written almost im-
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mediately upon their arrival. " My dear

friends in Christ, You are no doubt anxious

to have some intelligence of that infant co-

lony, in whose planting you have lent a

helping hand. As we spent a week at

Dusselthal with the good Count, before the

arrival of our trunks enabled us to get to

our own house, we had the satisfaction of

seeing him receive your remittance, which I

assure you came in good stead. The Glas-

gow contribution arrived the week follow-

ing, with a delightful letter from Mr Cun-

ningham. The Count would ere now have

answered both ; but his hands are full with

correspondence from so many quarters, that

he must take them all by turns. From at

or before 5 o'clock every morning, he con-

tinues writing with little respite the whole

day. The anxiety of mind which attends

the first outset of such a great work of faith,

together with his incessant toil of mind and

body, seem too much for his constitution ;

and I regret to say that he has lately been

obhged to discontinue his evening public

prayer, on account of a severe breast-com-

plaint and spitting of blood. God grant
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that his life may be spared, or that others

may be raised to fill his place !

" No doubt you have all a desire to

know a little of the Count's private charac-

ter. Instead of giving my opinion, I shall

just glance at his manner of living, and

you can better judge for yourselves. He
is amiable in his appearance : his aspect

replete with serene devotion. Were I to

select the most marked features of his cha-

racter, these would be, self-denial, patience,

meekness, faith, assiduity. Although his

manner is cheerful, he practises the auster-

ity of a hermit, never tasting other than

coarse black bread made of rye, and drink-

ing nothing but water. I took notice of

this to him, advising him to alter his regi-

men, but he assured me it was a duty as

well as a happiness to save from himself

every farthing possible in order the sooner

to realize his plan.

" At present there are only nine Chris-

tian Hebrews at Dusselthal, and eight chil-

dren, having yet not sufficient accommoda-

tion for those who have applied more lately.

Those Hebrew Christians who are with the
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Count, came under circumstances highly

honourable to their character, both as chil-

dren of Abraham and servants of Christ.

None of them were destitute ; from the si-

tuations which they left to embrace Chris-

tianity, they brought the savings of their

industry, which they generally spend in fur-

nishing their own rooms, the Count, they

say, having so much to do with his money.

From 4 o'clock in the morning, all of

them, with the children, begin their labours.

Reading and writing occupy the children

four hours a-day—the rest of the time is

entirely devoted to hard work, digging the

ground at intervals. Not a minute is suf-

fered to be misimproved. Even the little

space which is given in setting their meat

upon the table must be spent in improving

themselves in their sacred music, which

they sing in parts and chorus.

" The Count occupies the house formerly

inhabited by the Romish Abbee. A mon-

astry is attached to it, very much out of re-

pair. This is the only place at present for

the settlers. Many images of saints have

been deposed from the niches they long



DUSSELTHAL ABBEY. 119

graced, which has certainly not gained him

the favour of the surrounding population,

which, with few exceptions, is Roman Ca-

tholic : and of this one is reminded by eve-

ry house, and almost by every woman ; the

former exhibiting figures too painful to see,

and the latter having crucifixes on their

breasts. The Roman Catholic Church here

is splendid beyond anything I ever saw.

The clergy are incensed against the Count

for daring to put the gospel into the power

of the ignorant, and of teaching himself the

Christian doctrines."

Surrounded with such a population, the

Count had every disadvantage to struggle

with, while from them he could expect nei-

ther pecuniary or other assistance. On the

contrary, from the commencement of his

benevolent labours he had to contend a-

gainst the Roman Catholics and the demi-

infidel Christians, who, under the name of

liberal, became the most violent persecutors

of those who professed evangelical princi-

ples, and maintained a consistent Christian

profession. Had the Count's Institutions

been framed upon plausible maxims of gen-
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eral philanthropy, it is more than probable

that besides obtaining a wider fame, and

more universal approbation, they would also

have received a more efficient support ; but

being founded really, not nominally, upon

the precepts of Jesus, and the chief hopes of

success held out, being based on the prac-

tical efficacy of the truths of the gospel,

his schemes, after they were fairly publish-

ed, were represented, in quarters where he

might have anticipated other treatment, as

the reveries of an amiable enthusiast by

those who personally knew him, or viewed

with cold indifference by those who knew

him only by report ; except where they were

met by decided contempt or more active

opposition, especially his schemes for the

benefit of the outcasts of Israel. Nor need

we wonder at this, considering the estima-

tion in which they were then, and even still

are held by the Romanists, and some Pro-

testants who have not yet learned to dismiss

from their minds Romish antipathies against

the ancient people of God—beloved for the

fathers' sake.

Although much ameliorated, the state of
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the Jews on the Continent was yet in many
respects such as to encourage every despond-

ing feeling short of despair, as far as regard-

ed their conversion to Christianity : the

treatment they received continued to exas-

perate them against it. In Holland and in

France, they had, indeed, obtained a status

in society, and some of them had risen to

wealth and respectability ; but in Germany

they still bore the stamp of degradation,

and were not admitted into the privileges,

or suffered to rank with other foreigners.

They were not allowed to learn or exercise

trades—to possess lands or houses, or even

to follow the pursuits of agriculture. The
higher orders among them were money

changers or innkeepers—the lower, hawkers

or pedlars, unsettled wandering vagabonds.

If allowed to remain in villages, it was by

themselves ; if in towns, they had peculiar

streets allotted to them, and were subjected

to every species of oppression and insult.

The diffusion of knowledge had procured

for the Jews, in the Protestant countries,

some relaxation from persecution, though

the laws were not repealed nor the preju-
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dices of the vulgar removed ; but in the

Roman Catholic districts, and in Poland

and Russia, they still are exposed to every-

species of usage which could exasperate

them against the Christian name. Should

any of the wealthy Israelites have built de-

sirable dwellings in any part of a town not

previously prohibited, the spot is imme-

diately proscribed, and the only alternative

left the unfortunate proprietors, is to be

robbed or be baptized. During the time of

Easter, the malevolence displayed towards

them exceeds all bounds. It is then hard-

ly safe for them to walk the streets ; they

are obliged to close their shops, and shut

the windows of their dwelling-houses.

Next, if it deserve not the first place, the

image-worship and adoration of the host is

another great stumbling-block to the Jews,

as well as a cause of persecution. " Need

I remind you,*" says one of them, writing to

his brother, a Christian proselyte, " Need

I remind you of their cruelty and revenge

against us, when their idolatrous processions

are passing through the streets, because we
will not disobey our God and bow down to
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their images. You are aware that nothing

but flight can secure us from severe person-

al injury, or even loss of life. When I was

travelling lately with our father, there hap-

pened to be a procession in a village through

which we were passing. Knowing that we

would not be induced to pay homage to

their idols, they assailed us with stones, and

had not the swiftness of our horses enabled

us quickly to get beyond their reach, we

might have been murdered in their fury.""

Exposed to such treatment, the inevita-

ble conclusion which a Jew, sincerely at-

tached to the religion of his fathers, must

arrive at, is just what the writer of this let-

ter comes to,
—" How can I for a moment

compare the religion of the Christians and of

the Jews .'' Has any nation under heaven

suffered so much as we have, for these many

centuries, because we will not worship idols ?

And is it not wonderful that while the great

sin of our forefathers was worshipping the

gods of the nations, we have been, by the

watchful care of the God of Israel, preserv-

ed from this during our long and dark cap-

tivity ; and for eighteen hundred years have
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borne witness that Jehovah alone is to be

worshipped ? I will therefore serve Him,

and will wait for the fulfilment of all His

gracious promises.""

Every Jew, who has any pretensions to

piety, is thus from his earliest infancy

taught to view Christianity with abhorrence,

as a system of idolatry which they, the pe-

culiar people of God, are preserved to bear

testimony against ; and the nature of Con-

tinental morality confirms all their preju-

dices against their religion. Like the idol-

aters of old, their solemn days are devoted

to lascivious practices. The following is the

statement of a converted Polish Jew on this

subject :
—" The Jews are aware that Chris-

tians have, as well as they, a day which is

called their Sabbath, and various other fes-

tivals or holidays. How do they behold

these days, professedly devoted to the ser-

vice of Christ, spent by his pretended wor-

shippers.'* They see the country part of

the population coming in to join their breth-

ren in the towns in the services of the

church, and after these are over, they see

them resort to the public houses, not mere-
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ly to spend the rest of the day in rioting

and drunkenness, but even in the commis-

sion of those crimes which the Apostle says

ought not so much as to be named among

Christians. And this is not done under the

veil ofprivacy or concealment, but openly and

shamefully, in the sight of all who may chance

to pass near these haunts of iniquity. These

are not rare instances of depravity; they

are weekly, if not daily occurrences. They

are those outward specimens of the conduct

of the Christian portion of the community,

which, by continually meeting the eye, make

the strongest impression, and give the Jews

reason to believe that the conduct of those

whose behaviour is not laid open to their

view, resembles, in kind at least, if not in

degree, that which they constantly witness."

To counteract the impressions made by

these spectacles, it would have been requi-

site that the Jews should have been instruct-

ed in the difference between nominal and

real Christians—between the superstitions

of popery and the doctrines of the gospel.

But at this period the Scriptures, which

alone could have enlightened them, were
8



126 DUS5ELTHAL ABBEY.

unknown. The Bible was altogether pro-

hibited by the Papists—the New Testament

was dreaded by the Jews as pestilential

;

and the Old, as in the days of our Saviour,

vitiated and made void by their traditions

—the Talmud being substituted for, or

preferred to the Law and the Prophets.

But if this was the case with the pious and

learned, few as the hairs in the skirts of

EzekiePs garment, the multitudes were even

more bitterly irreconcileable. Grossly ig-

norant, they were only taught from the first

opening of reason, to blaspheme the sacred

name of Jesus and curse the Christians, and

would not be persuaded to listen to any-

thing which had a favourable bearing to-

wards Christianity.

If, however, the Jews were treated with

oppression and contumely, they returned

the usage with scorn and hatred seven-fold.

Everything about that people bears evi-

dence to the truth of God's word. Under

these circumstances, their existence as a se-

parate nation, is in itself a standing mira^

cle, even apart from the palpable fulfilment

of prophecy : and of all the prophecies
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whose literal accomplishment attest the di-

vine original of their own Scriptures, there

is none that carry with them more unan-

swerable or overwhelming evidence than

those whi^h regard the present state of the

dispersed of Israel. Any other people thus

crushed and broken in pieces, would have

mouldered down and amalgamated with the

inhabitants of the countries among whom
they were scattered. But here, instead of

their sufferings inducing the separated frag-

ments to forsake the religion of their fa-

thers, and lose their nationality in the

course of one or two generations, they have

produced and have perpetuated a singulari-

ty of character which has riveted them more

closely to both ; and which presents a bar-

rier against the introduction of Christianity

among them, the most formidable of all the

obstructions it has to encounter.

By the concurring testimony of almost

all the German and British Missionaries,

the most prominent trait of an unconverted

Jew, and the most difficult to subdue in a

proselyte, is pride. Supposing themselves

still the only chosen people of God, and
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looking still for the personal advent of the

Messiah, to establish a temporal reign, and

erect a material throne in Jerusalem, where

they shall be exalted to share the universal

sovereignty of the world, they despise oth-

ers who tell them of a spiritual reign of

Christ in their hearts, and the universal

knowledge of the Lord filHng the whole

earth, as the true extension of his kingdom,

to which their restoration to their own land

must be subordinate. The other striking

features of the Jewish character are a prone-

ness to malice and revenge, especially a-

gainst Christians, originated by their being

subjected to injuries which, as they dare

not openly resent, they brood over and in-

dulge in secret, till the passion becomes ab-

solutely a source of enjoyment,— a disin-

clination to any regular or constant employ-

ment, that induces a practice of tale-bearing

and disregard for truth, which again is con-

firmed by their systematic knavery and ha-

bitual duplicity in dealing with Christians,

—an avarice which has passed as a prover-

bial by-word into almost every European

language,—and an obstinacy, ignorance and
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shamelessness beyond description. Viewed

with contempt by the greater part, and

with suspicion by almost all of the German

population called Christian, the condition of

the Jews as aliens from the commonwealth

of the true Israel, and strangers to the cove-

nants of promise, while they made these

privileges their boast, attracted little of their

attention, and none of their compassion, for

they deemed them accursed or incapable of

conversion, as a proud, malicious, idle, rest-

less, avaricious, deceitful, lying race. A
few alone of those who, having known the

love of Christ themselves, felt interested

for that people.

However much in these circumstances we

may admire the tenacity with which the

London Society maintained its rules, we

will not be disposed to wonder that the

contributions for an Institution, which had

the conversion of the Jews, and the en-

abling them to support themselves when

converted, among its leading objects, flowed

in but slowly from the general mass of the

inhabitants of Germany. It was, therefore,

with feelings of peculiar affection and de-
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light, that the Count received from thi

country any tokens of Christian sympathy

and encouragement ; and his letters of ac-

knowledgment have always been conceived

in the warmest language of gratitude, as if

the benefit had been a personal favour con-

ferred on himself; as well as one of those

high privileges which belong to the fellow-

ship of the gospel, and which must always

be so esteemed in proportion as its power is

experienced. He thus expressed himself on

receipt of the first remittance sent him from

Edinburgh ;—it was addressed to the lady

who acted as secretary :

—

" Dear and esteemed sister in Jesus, our

High Priest,—I praise the love and grace

of our Saviour, in that he has inclined your

affectionate heart to feel for the wants of the

poor people of Israel, and to show your

gratitude to them, of whom our salvation

cometh. The Lord says, in regard to this

people, * Blessed is he that blesseth thee
;'

and this I wish, with all my pupils of the

house of Israel, that the Lord, who is full

of grace and truth, would daily and abun-

:his ^
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dantly bestow his rich favour, love and mer-

cy on the dear Ladies' Committee of the

Jewish Auxiliary Society,* and that they

may all experience that he is their God and

Saviour, O who can sufficiently commend

the grace of Jesus, or speak of the love,

mercy, and faithfulness of the Redeemer?

and who can say that he hath found the fa-

vour of God, without feeling himself con-

strained to co-operate in rescuing and de-

livering the dispersed people of the promise,

who have been so long in blindness, dark-

ness and the shadow of death ? and what

co-operation and contribution can be more

necessary or serviceable to promote that

end, than to labour that those Israelites

who are become inquirers after the truth

may, as regards their spiritual concerns, be

placed in circumstances the most propitious

for promoting this object?

" Were I to look to myself and human
power in this work, I might well despair

;

for a host of difficulties, trials, and disa-

• Since then, the Ladies' Society in Edinburgh have
acted independently of any other.
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greeables, that arise through the deep

rooted passions and propensities, even of

those who are really in earnest, exceeds

all conception. The Jew, from his in-

fancy, is accustomed to self-gratification;

and the old man strives hard to continue

what flatters him, and what he thinks agree-

able or pleasant. On this account I have

no small conflict to encounter; but I trust

only in the Lord, that he who from weakness

brings forth strength, will also perfect by

me his glorious and holy will. O ! my dear

and affectionately beloved sisters in Jesus,

pray for me, the poorest and the least, that

Jesus may fill me with his Spirit and grace,

that I may be clothed with power from on

high, and made a vessel fit for glorifying

his name, and spreading abroad the king-

dom of our great God. O ! continue fur-

ther to assist in this work; we still want

more than I can express for the accom-

plishment of our wishes. We stand very

much in need of a dormitory for our chil-

dren,—a chapel,—and dwelling-houses and

work-shops for the artizans. The Lord re-
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ward you for all your love, and bless and

refresh you daily with his animating pre-

sence, and glorify himself in you until

the day of his glorious appearance. Ke-

member before him your affectionate friend

and brother, Adelbert Count 'Von der

Recke.^'

M
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CHAPTER VI.

The Count removes the supernumerary children

at Overdyke to Dusselthal Abbey—their jour-

ney—and welcome to their new habitation

—

their rapid improvement—causes* of this—

a

day at Dusselthal—interesting case of Henry
—instances of trials with untractable subjects

—Diedrich— Gustaff— of more satisfactory

results—Conrad. Anna and Gertrude.

While foreign aid was thus brought to en-

able the Count to provide for the reception

of Jewish outcasts, he was assisted by some

of his own pious and benevolent country-

men, who sent furniture, bedding, clothes

and provisions, to provide for the reception

of the overflowings of Overdyke, which he

determined to direct to Dusselthal without

delay.

Accordingly, about the middle of June

1822, he set out for that place to separate

the families. Forty-four orphans—twenty-
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four boys and twenty girls,—were assigned

to Dusselthal, who were conveyed thither

in hay-waggons, all, except one, lent by

their neighbours, who were delighted, as

was every one they met upon the road, to

see so many cheerful healthy children, and

to hear them sing their lovely songs. At

Ketrieg, about three miles from Werden,

where they halted at mid-day, the kind in-

habitants, who had heard of their approach,

prepared a comfortable dinner for the young

travellers; and gave them, besides, many

little marks of their love and attention to

carry along with them ; for which unex-

pected kindness the whole company felt ex-

tremely grateful, and joined together in im-

ploring the blessing of God upon their be-

nefactors, and earnestly praying that they

might at last be rewarded with the approba-

tion of their Lord at his appearing, acknow-

ledging these services as done to him, " I

was an hungered, and ye gave me meat,

thirsty, and ye gave me drink."

Weary and jaded, at the close of the

day the cavalcade reached the end of their

journey, and joyfully entered the Abbey-
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gate. That gate, which formerly only

creaked upon its sullen hinges, when ad-

mitting the gloomy brotherhood of La
Trappe to mope out their lonely hours in

solitary silent penance, now admitted a

crowd of a different description. It was

decorated with a triumphal arch, which the

grateful boys, already received into the In-

stitution, had prepared during the absence

of the Count to surprise- and welcome him

and his company to their new habitation.

" We felt,"" says he, in mentioning this in-

cident, " our souls rise towards the Author

of our being ; and powerfully impelled by a

sense of his unmerited goodness, we all

spontaneously hastened to the chapel, and

falling down upon our knees, poured out

our full hearts to the Father of mercies, and

praised him who had made bare his holy

arm in behalf of those helpless orphans.

It was a delightful sight to us when we re-

flected that not long since these joyous chil-

dren wandered through the country ragged

and naked, without a roof to cover them,

and that here was shelter and clothing, food

and raiment, houses and gardens, provided
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for them by the bounty of our gracious Sa-

viour. The children fancied themselves in

the garden of Eden ; and waited impatient-

ly for the morrow's sun, to ramble over the

grounds, and fully to discover the extent of

their happiness.""

Great, and almost incredible exertions

had been made by the Count to procure ac-

commodation and instructors for such a

motely band ; yet before a twelvemonth

had elapsed, the improvement that had been

made was far beyond what could have been

anticipated from such slender means as he

possessed ; and which could only have been

accomplished by the especial blessing of

God upon arrangements wisely planned and

executed, with an unwearied continuance in

well-doing, to which he has annexed an ex-

press and immutable promise. Adherence

to a regular systematic order, and a com-

plete occupation of the time of the inmates

of his Institution in some useful employ-

ment, appears to have been the main in-

strument by which the Count was enabled

to effect so much. Early trained in the ar-

my, his own habits of regularity and obedi^

3
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ence had admirably fitted him for drilling

the young recruits, whose moral discipline

he had undertaken to manage ; all which

will appear from the description given in

the Philanthropist, of a day at Dusselthal,

in the year 1823.

At the hour of five in summer, and of

six in winter, the morning bell rings, when

the little ones with their teacher rise, and

quickly, without waste of time, dress them-

selves, and falling down on their knees in

the dormitory, return thanks to God who

has given them soft sleep on their hard

beds, and preserved their lives to a new

day. Shortly another bell rings, which in-

vites to religious instruction ; when the

great mercy and love of God in Christ, is

particularly explained to them. An hour

after is the joyful summons to breakfast,

which they readily obey, leaping and danc-

ing with youthful alacrity ; and a short

blessing being pronounced, tliey partake

cheerfully of what love has provided for

them. Next they walk singing to the cha-

pel ; where the superintendent, as father of

the family, reads a chapter out of the Bock
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of Life, usually the New Testament, and

prays that the words may have a powerful

effect upon their minds.

Then the boys and girls go to their dif-

ferent schools, where they are closely in-

spected with regard to the cleanliness of

their persons, and the neatness of their

clothes, before being sent to their different

classes. In these classes they are arranged

according to their progress. In one there

are some who lately did not know a letter

now able to spell, repeat the Catechism,

and read the Bible ; and with boys of seven

years of age, are mixed lads of sixteen

and nineteen, striving to acquire or reo-ain

what they had formerly despised and ne-

glected. In another are placed the boys

and girls who are instructed in writing and
arithmetic, a considerable number of whom
were so far advanced as to be able to solve

pretty difficult questions ; and in the hio-h-

est are trained such as are capable and de-

sirous of learning elocution, geography, and

the history of their country : of these it was

remarked, that the extent of their acquire-

ments were not more amazing, considerino-
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the short time they had studied, and the li-

mited routine of their instructions, than that

"with so much information, they should still

have retained so much of the simplicity of

children. The schools close for dinner

about noon.

After dinner they are allowed to amuse

themselves under the observation of their

teachers,—the younger ones with innocent

games, the elder boys with the manual ex-

ercise, and playing at soldiers : some di-

vert themselves in the garden, others in

plaiting rings and chains, or making toys,

and all pursue their varied occupations with

a good humour extremely pleasant to wit-

ness, quarrels or disputes rarely occurring

among them—in which respect their lovely

conduct might be held up as an example,

as it forms a contrast to children placed in

more favourable circumstances.

When the time for recreation expires, the

bell again rings for labour, when all willing-

ly repair to their stations, except, perhaps,

a few who are not yet sufficiently weaned

from the beggar's life to like to work.

Those who are too weak to learn a trade re-
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turn to their school-room, and such as have

a turn for it, under the direction of Mr
Schluter, colour maps, pictures and plants

for the Lithographic Institution in Dussel-

dorf, for which they receive payment ; and

to their liberality many of the boys are in-

debted for this very pleasant employment,

which may, perhaps, at some future period,

enable them to earn their livelihood. Ano-

ther division of them, who have no capacity

for that occupation, are engaged in the

spinning room, under the care of Father

Harat, in preparing stocking-yarn. Some

of the boys work in the tailor's room ; and

some in the shoemaker's, for the benefit of

their companions. Others attend the sad-

dlers and Wright's shops, the smithy, mill,

bakehouse, &c., or labour in the garden, or

in common agricultural avocations.

As it is the grand object of this Institu-

tion, upon which the plan was formed, and

all the operations are conducted, to excite

in the minds of the children a desire for the

inward life of Christ, and so to connect all

their pursuits as to conduce to that end;

it is also deemed necesary to train them iji
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as far as regards their outward conduct, in

such a manner as shall enable them to per-

form the relative duties of life in the various

stations they may be destined to fill ; they

are, therefore, thoroughly instructed in the

different trades of which they make choice,

under proper masters, in the different work-

shops; but, in addition to the trade by

which each is to support himself, all the boys,

•without exception, must attend the tailor's

room so long as to be able to make his own

clothes, that he may never be reduced to go

in rags, to his own shame, or the disgrace

of his tutors.

From six to seven the infant-school is

kept, where the " small people" are in-

structed, who wait for the bell ringing

with the utmost impatience. They are be-

guiled into the arts of reading, cyphering,

and repeating, by the most entertaining

contrivances.

At seven, their simple, but nourishing

supper is served up ; which ended, for they

make no long meals, the whole household

assemble in the chapel for evening worship.

The service begins by singing a few verses,
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then the superintendent reads some inter-

esting intelligence from religious publica-

tions respecting the great work of God
among the heathen, or whatever relates

to the extension of the Redeemer's king-

dom, or may tend to promote their edifica-

cation ; else he relates any important occur-

rence of the day, and any instance of kind-

ness shown, or interest taken in the Institu-

tion, to strengthen their faith, and animate

their gratitude to God, for every renewed

mark of his favour. After which they join

in prayer, imploring the divine protection,

and committing themselves to their heaven-

ly Father's care. Thanksgiving concludes

the whole, and the day is closed with an

hymn of praise. Between nine and ten

o'clock they retire to rest. Such, with lit-

tle variation, was the regular routine every

day throughout the year, excepting the

Lord's day, and holidays.

As may easily be supposed, the educat-

ing such a number of untoward creatures,

was productive of much anxiety and many
disappointments; but, perhaps, the most

painful incidents occurred where the high-
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est expectations had been formed ; when ali

had succeeded according to the benevolent

wishes of the directors, and some unlooked

for blight fell upon their prospects.—An
interesting instance of this kind occurred

with Henry , a fine child of about

ten years of age. Henry, who had been

some time in the Institution, had, from the

first, by his amiable dispositions, won the

good-will of his teachers and companions,

and was continuing daily to gain upon their

affections ; while his rigid adherence to

truth, a virtue so rarely found among chil-

dren of his class, secured their confidence r

indeed, his whole conduct evinced a sincere

desire to know and to follow the will of his

Saviour. In the spring he, along with a

number of other children, had been seized

with a nervous fever. His attack was so se-

vere, that his recovery was considered doubt-

ful ; but his attendants, while they mourned

over him, had the consolation to mark the

deep impression divine things had made upon

his soul. When he saw their tears, and by

them perceived his danger, he would, in

such a sweet and Christiau-like manner.
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talk of his departure and attempt to soothe

thera, that every word he uttered tended to

make them feel more keenly the loss they

feared they should sustain by his removal.

All his conversation tended but to one ob-

ject— the source of his salvation. His

thoughts were constantly engaged on this

subject ; in his dreams and in his deliriums

he was conversing with the Lord or with

holy angels. Jesus appeared to be all in

all to him, and many blessed hours were

spent at his bedside, while they weeped and

prayed that if it were the will of the Lord

he might recover. This their request was

granted. The dear little fellow did recover,

and shone with renovated loveliness in the

midst of his brethren.

But alas ! they were not long permitted

to enjoy the pleasure of his presence and

the advantage of his example. A boister-

ous rude intruder came—it was Henry""s

father ! Henry had mentioned when he

entered the Institution, that the cause of

his leaving his father^s house was his brutal

behaviour. He was the veriest tyrant, he

said, that existed ; and compelled him to

N
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exercise the lowest and vilest methods to

procure provisions and money. Since his

mind had experienced a change, he looked

back with a degree of horror to the usage

he had experienced, and the hfe he had Jed

under the paternal roof; and now when he

was called to return, he seemed to be agon-

ized between the duties of filial aifection and

the sensations of servile fear. All the chil-

dren in the house pressed around their fa-

vourite, to detain him, and to intreat his

father to allow him to stay. The governess,

tox), would gladly have kept him, but the

father was doggedly obstinate, and insisted

upon having his son with hioi, and as they

had no power to withstand a parent's author-

ity, they were obliged to allow their beloved

Henry to go, and he took his sorrowful de-

parture amid the tears and blessings of his

instructors and school-fellows. Thus was

torn from them, to their grief, one of the

first of those who in the Institution, had

been brought to know the Lord, and that

grief was sorely augmented by hearing that

he had again been subjected to the most

cruel usage, his father requiring him to sell,
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and bring him the money every evening,

thirty stivers or pence for sand, and whenever

he failed to do so, a severe chastisement was

the consequence. Confidence in the wise

dispensations of a gracious God, who knows

how to make all things work together for

good to those who love him, was the only

consolation the Count had when mourning

over the sufferings of his poor weak little

one.

This trial was accompanied by the pleas-

ing hopes young Henry had excited. The
following caused him unmingled vexation^

but exhibits in such a strong point of view

the Count"'s Christian patience and long-

suffering, as well as the pertinacious ob-

duracy of the young vagabond, that it could

not with any propriety be omitted.—Died-

rich, about fifteen years of age, who had

come to the Institution sickly and emaciat-

ed, as his health became improved, and his

strength confirmed, so his desire after his

early roving life appeared to return with in-

creased violence. This did not long escape

the Count's observation, and he considered

the best method of treatment was to meet
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this propensity by giving Diedrich a greater

degree of liberty. But notwithstanding

this, it was such a burden to him to be un-

der the smallest restraint, that he formed a

plot with some other pupils to make their

escape from the Institution.

He had expended all his eloquence to

draw a very fine unsuspecting boy into the

same ruinous course, but while they ran to-

gether from their own sleeping room to awa-

ken the other young conspirators, the whole

was discovered. Upon this he fled, and sa-

tisfied himself with carrying off good-tem-

pered Anthony. They strolled about for

some days in the bushes, and then went to

Munster, whence he transmitted the follow-

ing epistle :
—" Dear Count, I cannot omit

to write you. I pray you, whom I have so

often offended, to forgive me. I perceive

now my errors, and I beg you will this once

receive me again, as a poor lost sheep. I

beg you will do it,—this wishes your affec-

tionate Diedrich.*'

As he had not mentioned his place of a-

bode in Munster, the Count had to apply

to the police, whose kind labours, however,
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to find the boy were in vain. But the

Count had also sent a letter, addressed for

him, to lye at the post office, in which he

promised him, as a penitent son, his forgive-

ness. Diedrich called every day to inquire

whether there were any letters for him^ but

never mentioned his name, imagining, per-

haps, that that could not fail to be known.

For a while the ragged boy was turned

carelessly away, till at last, teazed with

his constant queries, some .one asketl his

name, when it was handed to him, and he

in consequence returned to the Institution

on the 23rd of June.

Afraid that his desire for wandering

would prevent his settling so long as to

make any progress in learning, a master

was sought out for him in the neighbour-

hood, a stocking-weaver, who from love to

God and compassion for the poor, took him

gratuitously to teach him his trade. But

hardly did his restless spirit allow him to

sit three weeks behind the loom. About

the end of that time, having stole some mo-

ney from his companion, he came to the

Institution, and in his master's name begged
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that they would give him some libs of wor-

sted to finish a piece of work, which having

obtained, he went immediately to Bocheim,

where, alas I he found a ready purchaser,

and sold it for two and a half dollars. Not

content, however, with involving himself in

misery, he persuaded another boy to accom-

pany him in his flight, and both took their

route for the mountains. Ignorant of his

fate, the pious directors of the Institution

longed for his return, and prayed that a

lasting repentance might drive him to this.

Six months elapsed, when he came to the

walls of Dusselthal, praying to be received,

—and he was received as a returning prodi-

gal, though but little confidence could be

placed in his professions. After another

six months trial he had behaved so orderly

and well, that he was sent to Elbersfeld to a

brushmaker to learn the business. But still

it was judged best to let him go about in

his old clothing, dreading that as soon as

he was new clothed, his desire for roving

would revive ; at length, at the pressing re-

quest of some of the friends of the Institu-

tion, it was resolved to clothe him anew.
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Hardly eight days after, in spite of the cold

of a Christmas night, he set off with a num-

ber of worthless creatures in masks, to ram-

ble through the country, and returned no

more !
" May God have mercy on him,

and draw him to himself, that he may yet

know the things that belong to his peace
!""

is the prayer with which the Count con-

cludes the history of this hapless lad.

The singularity of young Gustaff's case

induces us to insert it.—Gustaff was seven-

teen years old when he came to Dusselthal.

He had lost his mother at the age of five,

and was thus early exposed to all the me-

lancholy privations of an orphan in the

lowest and most helpless situation. The
alms-house of his native town took him, and

put him first under a silk-weaver and then a

tailor ; but after a year, the alms-house ceas-

ed to pay for his board and teaching—the

kindness of his master then also ceased, and

he was sent adrift to the mercy of the world.

In vain he implored assistance from the

alms-house ;—^he was constrained to take the

pilgrim's staff, and though he knew very lit-

tle of his business, to wander in searcli of
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employment, and successively visited the

major number of the great toTrns in Ger-

many. He neither succeeded in gaining

employment or any further instruction in

his trade, and in consequence formed the

strange project of visiting the Holy Land,

and becoming a citizen of Jerusalem. With

this intention, he actually wandered to the

borders of Turkey; but the Mussulmans

refused to let the little tailor-pilgrim pass,

and he was constrained to return. Unde-

terred, he again attempted it, but was again

unsuccessful. Retracing his steps, he pro-

ceeded to France ; but as his only means of

subsisting there was upon alms, they began

to fail, and he found his way to the Institu-

tion at Dusselthal. His story appeared

authenticated not only by his pass, but by

the miserable condition of his body, and the

sad depravity of his mind. It was deep

commiseration for the state of Gustaff, see-

ing him so awfully exposed to destruction,

both in time and in eternity, that induced

the Count to receive, and at least make the

attempt to rescue him ; but the attempt

was inconceivably troublesome. He was a

I
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sad pest, exceedingly cunning,—addicted to

every kind of magical jugglery ; and bound-

less in his superstitions, with which, by

every artifice, he attempted to infect all the

children with whom he associated. From

his sinful courses, he had contracted a dis-

ease in his eyes, which, rendering him un-

fit for being either a tailor or a shoemaker,

he was sent to a peasant as a servant, but

this misgave. He was then tried at the

smithy, but he only remained at it four

weeks, when he finally absconded.

We shall close these details with the

more grateful accounts of others, who, af-

ter trying the patience, rewarded the exer-

tions of their benefactors. Conrad was

sent to the Institution by some compassion-

ate people in his native town, who pitied his

deplorable state—perhaps worse than entire

destitution. His father was a drunkard,

who was never at home, and cared nothing

for the tuition of his family. His mother

had two children besides, whom she was un-

able to support, and was at the same time

of a weak intellect, and incapable of manag-

ing them. In these circumstances, poor
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Conrad had been suffered to run idle about

the streets, till he attained his twelfth year,

and was entirely beyond her controul.

When she brought him to the Abbey, she

described him in such dreadful colours, that

they trembled to receive him, and doubled

their watchfulness over him.

Several attempts which he made to run

off failed,—he being always brought back

in triumph by the other boys. Once, how-

ever, when his little watchers slept, he got

away, and reached his native town ; the po-

lice being applied to, he was soon appre-

hended to his utter astonishment, for he had

no idea that the people at Dusselthal could

be able either to discover or drag him from

his lurking-hole, as he had not gone near

his mother, neither, as he thought, left any

clue to trace him by. He now promised

never again to run away, as he saw he

could make nothing by it, and faithfully he

kept his promise. Nor was that all : to the

great joy of his benefactors, his conduct

from that day was completely changed ; he

became humble, teachable, and apt to every

good work ; and from the wildest showed

1
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himself the gentlest; and a considerable

time after, was declared by the Count one

of the dearest pupils of the Institution.

Anna and Gertrude Back, two poor girls,

at the date of the Report, the one eleven,

the other seven years of age, from Ques-

burgh. Their father, a soldier, had been

dead six years, and they were left with their

mother, an abandoned woman, who some

weeks previous to the children's coming to

the Institution, died of a disease in conse-

quence of her sinful life. Deprived by her

death, of even the wretched recourse of an

unhappy covert, the wild ragged infant sis-

ters of misery wandered about the streets of

the town, to burrow as they might, for they

had no claim to the orphan-house, and no

private family durst venture to harbour

such incarnate imps. At length some com-

passionate persons procured them to be

transmitted to the Count, with whom they

found a shelter and a home. Anna was

cunning and talkative, and abhorred to look

at a letter. For many weeks she cried sore-

ly for her former freedom, and twice set off,

but was quickly retaken. At first soothing
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words, which had no effect, and it was neces-

sary to have recourse to a little wholesome se-

"verity to induce her either to learn to read or

attend to work. Gertrude was more artless,

but followed Anna's example in everything

—^her passionate threatenings, distorted fea-

tures and frightful oaths ! She, too, tried

to reach her old haunts, but in vain !
" And

here,*" says the Report in narrating their

story, " we must remark, to the glory of

God, how quick and powerful often the

word of truth, when accompanied with

prayer, patience and persevering kindness,

operates on young, though depraved minds.

Both these fierce ungovernable girls are so

completely changed, that we look forward,

with regard to them, with joyful hope to

the future." " Catherina, another very

young orphan, who came to us under scarce-

ly less destitute circumstances, addressed

her teacher with infantine simplicity, ' Oh !

what good persons the pastor Hermann and

Burgomaster Davids must be, that took and

sent me here ! I may now be a pious girl,

and I shall pray for them every day that

they may go to heaven.' Martin, a boy of
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a mild and affectionate temper, was received

into the Institution aged about thirteen, and

had remained nearly two years, when an

epidemic broke out among the inmates. He
had already, by his fascinating manners, won

the good-will of his companions, when his

affectionate attention upon this occasion ef-

fectually secured it. By night and day he

was at the bedside of the sick ; he minis-

tered to their wants, brought them food,

drink, or medicine, watched over them ten-

derly, spoke to them lovingly, and read and

prayed with them. The consequence was,

he got no rest for himself, and Martin

!

Martin ! was incessantly heard from every

couch. By the great mercy of God, and

his blessing upon the skilful treatment of

the physician, Dr Flugel, (who gratuitously

gave his advice,) and the unwearied assidui-

ty of Martin, this very threatening visita-

tion was removed, without any fatal conse-

quences. The shadow of death was only

cast over the interesting family, and passed

by, leaving but motives of thankfulness to

the Lord of life, and endearing Martin to

his teachers and his associates.



158 DUSSELTHAL ABBEY.

Thus could these honoured instruments

of mercy raise the song of judgment and

mercy, and subscribe the record of the year

with their grateful halleluiah—Praise ye

the Lord

!
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CHAPTER VII.

Dusselthal Institution, Count Von der Recke's
plan of receiving the Jewish proselytes into it

for religious instruction and learning trades—
reasons for not training them as missionaries.

—His operations and success at the close of
1823. Applauded by the Societies and their

agents.—Two interesting cases sent by M. Pe-
tri—his testimony to the value of the Institu-

tion.—Messrs Thelwall and JVPCaul's visit to

Dusselthal, and report. — The Count's ad-

dresses.

Against hope to believe in hope, is mark-

ed as one of the highest attainments of

faith. It is one of the strongest incitements

to activity and perseverance. Of this truth,

the conduct of the Count in regard to the

Jews, affords an eminent example. All his

efforts in their favour had been feebly se-

conded by the friends of the cause, who left

him to struggle as he might with the tem-

poral maintenance of hopeful proselytes or

anxious inquirers. Yet would he not de-
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spair or desist ; and even when repulsed, he

returned once and again to the charge. A-

bout this time he transmitted to the Jewish

Society in London, in the slender trust of

perhaps obtaining some aid, an account of

his Institution, as far as it regarded the re-

ception of proselytes and inquirers.

" Several years ago,'"* says he, " it had

become a matter of great importance, and a

real concern of my heart, to co-operate in

the cause of Israel in a more efficient man-

ner than has hitherto been the case ; and I

often had wished to establish a colony quite

remote from Christians. But it soon struck

me that the Jews, in such an insulated

state, would always remain Jews ; and

though renewed in the spirit, remain ex-

cluded from the acknowledged pale of our

common Christianity by their uncorrected

manners and habits. I therefore was led to

adopt a plan by which the proselytes might

be brought into more intimate connection

with Christians. My Asylum for destitute

children offered the best and most suitable

opportunity for this effect ; and when I

purchased Dusselthal, it was my intention
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to institute in that place also an Asylum,

and to appropriate part of the buildings,

and all the grounds situated round the pre-

mises, for the formation of a colony, in such

a manner, that for every colonist a house

should be built, and some acres of ground

be appointed for a garden and a field ; but

within the walls, the most useful manufac-

tures should be established and exercised,

to the end that the proselytes, as well as

the young persons belonging to the oth-

er Institutions, might be led to the prac-

tice of arts and mechanical labours. The

school in which the Israelite children are

brought up together with the children of

Christians, should also admit adult con-

verts who want instruction ; and a clergy-

man, paid by both Institutions, should de-

vote himself to the service of both, baptiz-

ing the Jews and confirming the Christians,

in a church to be built at the common ex-

pense.

" The whole Institution should have a

common accountant, but he should be

bound to keep the accounts of each branch

separately, and scrupulously to return what
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be may receive to that branch by which it

had been paid. For every proselyte, and

every boy belonging to the Asylum, there

must be paid to the general fund for board-

ing and apprenticeship, the sum appointed,

either by himself or out of the funds belong-

ing to each branch. The convert is at liberty

to return, after the expiration of the period

of his apprenticeship, into the world; or

what would be more acceptable, to remain

in the Institution as a colonist, there to ex-

ercise a trade, agriculture, or cattle-breed-

ing.

" For carrying all these views into effect,

we have hitherto laboured without inter-

mission ; and taking into consideration the

scantiness of the means, much has been ef-

fected in a short period, though we cannot

yet produce important results.

" We must here wait for fruit with pa-

tience. Nothing finished can be expected

while the preparations only are going forward.

Wherever a durable work is undertaken,

the different component parts must first be

carefully adjusted, for by this means only

can the whole successfully arrive at perfec-



DUSSELTKAL ABBEY. 163

tion. This was the case when the most

glorious work of all, Christianity, was form-

ed, and therefore our Lord compared it to

a grain of mustard seed. Thus here also

the work is only commencing ; for not one

year has yet elapsed, since Dusselthal has

become a property of the Lord,—that is to

say, a territory exclusively devoted to his

kingdom. Only the most essential materi-

als, mortar and stones, for the erection of

the walls of Zion are at hand. But if we

continue in faith, and faint not, we shall

see the walls rise: Zion will here also have

her watchmen ; and by the merciful assist-

ance of God, Israel will form here a church

of the Lord.

" For this purpose, Dusselthal offers one

of the most favourable localities. Besides

the spiritual food which is administered to

the flock of our Saviour, here assembled by

means of the Asylums, there will be no

want of any of those outward requisites

which are necessary for such a colony.

For the first, a house of two stories with

wings, which, ifcircumstances should require,

may easily be enlarged, offers a shelter.
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But certainly if colonists should settle here,

both houses for colonists must be built,

and also our work-shops must be increased

for the accommodation of those who are will-

ing to learn a trade.

" That object also must be kept in

view, to open a place of refuge, and to of-

fer a spot for the needy of the house of Is-

rael, who are desirous to become Christians,

where, without any disturbance, they may
seek and find the means of salvation,—be

made useful members of society, and be

protected against any pressing want and

distress.

" Children and adults meet here with a

suitable reception ; they have liberty and

sufficient room to settle as husbandmen and

mechanics in order to support themselves.

But above all, the pupils receive the most

comprehensive instruction in practical

Christianity.

'' Thus, in addition to, and in conjunc-

tion with, religious instruction, the prose-

lytes have every opportunity of acquiring

the necessary skill in the business of civil

life. Work-shops are established for trade
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and manufactures, which will afford occupa-

tion to our pupils. Pretty extensive

grounds belong to the estate of Dusselthal,

on which the different branches of husband-

ry may give them full exercise. Agricul-

ture, cattle-breeding, and the whole busi-

ness of rural hfe, cautiously put into prac-

tice, conjoined with its different mechanical

labours, enable us to afford to our prose-

lytes the best opportunity for making them-

selves acquainted with this department of

human industry, by which in our country

they very easily can get their livelihood,

and which to them, as colonists, is absolute-

ly indispensable, whether it be their plan to

settle at Dusselthal, in North America, or

in any other part of the world, even should

they choose for themselves a different occu-

pation. An opportunity is also presented

for learning gardening and brewing ; while

for those of more delicate health wool-spinn-

ing, paper-work, plaiting of hair, colouring

of maps, and engraving, are procured.

" Such as are endowed with eminent t^
lents, may be formed in our Asylums for

schoolmasters ; but they are also bound to
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learn a trade, that they may have some

more solid means of supporting themselves.

It is not, however, my wish or my inten-

tion to prepare Jews here for the missionary

work. Experience has fully convinced us

of the pride and vanity which form so pro-

minent features in the Jewish character,

and whereby the Jews are too commonly

led to seek shining appearances, without

being able to provide for their temporal

support. If any one among them has ac-

quired the means of gaining his livelihood,

he may, if called and influenced by the Spi-

rit of God, go out as a preacher of right-

eousness ; and well will it be for him then,

if his conduct is consistent with his preach-

ing.

" The following is the substance of what,

by the mercy of God, has been effected in

the space of less than one year. Number-

less obstacles and difficulties have been

overcome through faith, and by the assis-

tance of our blessed Lord and Redeemer ;

'

and if we only proceed in faith and pa-

tience, the work will gradually succeed.

Very important results cannot be expected
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during the past years ; yet something has

already been done for the salvation of im-

mortal souls.—An orphan, beggarly and

vagrant Jewish boy, from Hamburgh, was

received,—convinced of the truths of Chris-

tianity, and is now, according to his wish,

prepared for the office of a teacher.—Ano-

ther boy, who had already been baptized,

but felt the want of further education and

instruction, found here what he wished,

and became afterwards a barber.—A man,

thirty years of age, from France, who had

been a Jewish teacher, and afterwards bap-

tized at Frankfort, upon our recommenda^

tion is now devoting himself to the office of

a Christian schoolmaster.—A young man,

from Denmark, whom we found in the

high road in the lowest state of misery, al-

most destroyed by vermin, was received by

us, though decidedly hostile to Christiani-

ty ; but having soon been reconciled to it,

he first employed himself as a cabinet-

maker, and afterwards in silk-spinning.

—

An elderly man, from Hessia, having been

a Jewish teacher, sought here, and found a

place of refuge after his conversion, and em-
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ploys himself in copying.—A young man,

from the vicinity, recently baptized, former-

ly a merchant's clerk, now a gardener.—An
elderly man, from Hanan, applied after his

conversion for a place of refuge, and having

found it here, devotes himself to several do-

mestic labours.—A young man, from Cas-

sel, recently baptized, is apprenticed in a

saddler's shop.—A little boy, from Amster-

dam, has been entrusted by government to

our care, because his parents have been put

into the house of correction.—A young

man, from Warsaw, in the earlier part of

his life a Jewish teacher, afterwards bap-

tized in Frankfort, became interpreter and

attendant to Mr HofF the missionary, who

sent him over to us to learn some trade.

He chose that of a tailor.—Another young

man, from Bohemia, who had studied at

Prague, and now attends Christian instruc-

tion, is willing to learn husbandry and rib-

bon-weaving, which also has been here es-

tablished.— Three girls from Hamburgh

are expected, and several young persons of

every rank have been announced. Thus

in a short time we shall have a considerable
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number of the house of Israel to bring into

the arms of Jesus.

" From this statement, it will be seen

how far, by the mercy of God, the work

has hitherto been carried on, and that it is

in a state of progress. O ! let all of us who

know, and who love the Lord, be eager to

promote his coming and the enlargement of

his kingdom, with all the means and facul-

ties bestowed upon us, in hope, and with

persevering activity, trusting to him who

has promised to be with us for ever, even

unto the end of the world, and who will

shed his blessings upon any work under-

taken in the simplicity of faith. Let us

never faint nor be weary, but rigorously

fight under the banner of Christ for the sal-

vation of Israel. Let us not think any sa-

crifice too great in the service of Him who
did not think his own life too precious to

give for the expiation of our sins. O ! may
we all be one in that faith which worketh

by love, that all Israel may bear testimony,

that we are the true disciples of Jesus

!

Signed, Graf Von der Recke Von Vol-
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Dusselthal now stood upon an eminence

that attracted the attention of tlie Ger-

man Societies, formed for christianizing the

Jews, and all applauded the principle, and

were anxious to procure proselytes for the

Institution ; but few or none thought it ne-

cessary to accompany the living subjects of

their anxiety with any contributions towards

their support, farther than to enable them

to get there, and even for this small expen-

diture they not unfrequently looked to

England. The missionaries of the London

Society were also extremely liberal in this

way. M. Petri, a converted Jew, employ-

ed in .Germany, sent two thither in the

early part of this year, and bears ample tes-

timony to the value of the Asylum. " The
first fruit of my labour,*" says he, in writing

from Altona, July 22nd, " was a young

Jew, who frequently called upon me in

search of peace and comfort for his alarmed

soul. I assured him that these blessings

were to be found in Jesus Christ alone, to

whom I invited him to turn in humble and

believing prayer, as his word, * Come to me
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and
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I will give you rest," was addressed to him

also. By the means of this gospel, daily

preached to him, by prayers, and by the

enlightening power of the Spirit of God, he

was brought to believe in Jesus Christ, as

the Saviour of his soul. And as, on ac-

count of his relatives and friends, he could

not here make his transition to the Chris-

tian church, I have sent him to Uusselthal,

there to receive that further instruction and

spiritual cure, which is administered to Jew-

ish proselytes, and I trust that our faithful

shepherd Jesus Christ, will add this former-

ly lost, but now recovered sheep, also to his

blessed fold. A third young Jew, eighteen

years old, whom I formerly had seen in

Frankfort, and with whom I have become

more intimately acquainted, is fully con-

vinced of the truth of Christianity ; but be-

ing very poor, he has not found a minister

wilHng to instruct him ! !—I, therefore,

have sent him also to Dusselthal.*"

This missionary's views of the general

character of the Jews, entirely coincides

with that of the Count, and he strongly re-
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commended the establishment of Institu-

tions similar to his, wherever societies exist

for promoting Christianity among the Jews,

that poor Jews after their transition might

there find useful employment, and Chris-

tians also be relieved from a great deal of

trouble and care ; and he adds, what comes

with double force from an Israelite, " An
excellent effect of these Institutions would

also be this, that Christian Jews, removed

from all their former connections, would

there find the best cure for their natural

habits of idleness and vagrancy, and be

led to regular industry. Unless such a

measure be adopted and carried into prac-

tice, I do not see how societies for the con-

version of the Jews can be rendered bene-

ficial for the largest body of them, the

poor, who yet are as well, nay better pre-

pared for Christianity than the rich, and

who, from the beginning of the New Co-

venant, have been the special objects of the

preaching of the gospel. There is no rea-

son to fear that the prospects opened to the

poor Jews by an Institution of that kind
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might make them hypocrites. I know the

Jews too well to apprehend such a conse-

quence. A prospect of a life of labour and

fatigue is no bait for the idle and vain Jew,

and little calculated to make an hypocrite of

him." M. Petri then, after mentioning that

at Hamburgh, where the Jews enjoy great-

er privileges, and are better treated than

anywhere else in Germany, states that

many of the rich Jews, who from temporal

motives remain Jews themselves, yet suffer

or send their children to be educated by

Christians, and instructed in their princi-

ples ; and adds, " I could send more Jewish

.children with the consent of their parents to

the Asylum of Count Von der Recke, if I

had the means of paying the travelling ex-

penses.""*

Feeling the weight of the representations

that had been made them upon a subject so

intimately connected with the professed ob-

ject of their labours, the Committee of the

London Society, though they could not in-

struct their missionaries to promise any tem-

poral aid, requested Messrs Thelwall and
3
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M*Caiil to visit Dusselthal, to pay particu-

lar attention to the Institution with a view

of ascertaining how far spiritual assistance

might with propriety be extended to them.

Their report was very favourable to it in

every respect, except that they could not

recommend the Society to advance any

money out of their funds for its support

;

yet, they promised to advocate his cause

with the Christians of England. As their

letter presents us with a view of its aspect

in its then infancy, the letter of the mis-

sionaries is interesting, though we think

their views upon the subject of a money-

grant rather confused and contradictory.

" Friday.—We again had a long conversa-

tion with the Count, and were very much

pleased with him. He seems to be a man

entirely given up to the promotion of God's

glory and the welfare of his fellow-creatures,

and to have taken up his present plans

purely from principles of a most enlarged

benevolence. Destitute and desolate chil-

dren of all denominations, as well as of

Jews, are the objects of it. These he re-

ceives, and they are educated and instruct-
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cd in some trade, which may enable them

to get their own bread honestly. Almost

every trade and mechanical employment is

carried on within the walls of the Institu-

tion, and he has so many applications that

it will soon be necessary to build. He re-

ceives adult Jews as well as children, on

condition that they put themselves under

instruction and learn a trade. His plan

would provide abundance of spiritual in-

struction also ; but he has been put to great

difficulties in the execution, principally from

the want of means, and he has not yet been

able to procure a clergyman to superintend

the spiritual instruction of his colony, which

important branch therefore, in addition to

all the weighty concerns of the superinten-

dence and direction besides, falls wholly

upon himself; so that he is compelled to

labour day and night.

" His plan is perhaps somewhat too en-

larged and complex, and has so little con-

nection with the special object of our So-

ciety that we could not recommend the

Count to it for their support, nor do we see

how, consistently with the strict rules of the
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Society, they could expend their funds in

promoting such a plan. But we think it an

Institution highly worthy of the serious at-

tention and liberal support of all the pious

and charitably disposed in England. And
while we explained to the Count, that the

nature and objects of our Society were such

that he must not expect from it any pecuni-

ary assistance, we felt ourselves called upon

to promise we would use our best endeav-

ours to promote its interest, by giving our

decided testimony in its favour, and calling

upon our friends to come forward Hberally

in its support : which, as private individu-

als, we hope and trust many will do, though

there seems to be no society in England on

which it has any direct claim.*"

Several objections which might be tak-

en against the Institution in its present

form, appear to arise from its being com-

pelled to struggle with such contracted

means. It requires considerable funds for

its support, and has yet very limited and

inadequate supplies, having scarce any as-

sistance, we believe, except from Germany,

where very few pious persons are in affluent



DTJSSELTHAL ABBEY. 177

Circumstances. We may add, in reference

to the friends of Israel in particular, that

this Institution would, to a certain degree,

provide, which is exceedingly wanted, an

Asylum for such Jews, as, being persecuted

and forsaken by their brethren on account

of embracing Christianity, are cast naked

and destitute upon the world ; and we think

it the more important in that respect, just

because the residence of a single Jew in it

is not necessary to the plan. There is

therefore no call to seek out and invite

Jews—no allurement which could influence

those whose motives are open to suspicion,

but if a Jew really needed it, and was dis-

posed to work, here is a place of refuge.

With such powerful and well-attested

claims upon the friends of Israel, it might

naturally have been imagined, that the

Counts Institution would have received an

ample share of British liberality ; it did not,

however, meet either his hopes or his wants,

and he was again compelled to apply to the

general liberality of Christians.

The reader will have observed, that the

Count, in his former address, mentions that
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the Jews, when trained, might have it in

their choice to go to America, and in the

address which follows, recurs to the subject,

and explains it more fully. He evidently

had been much disappointed in his expecta-

tions from the Societies formed in England

for the christianization of the Jews, and in

his address, circulated early this year, 1823,

he adverts, in very pointed terms, to what

certainly appears to be unwarrantably rigid

in the conduct of these Societies, and en-

deavours to stir them up to an opposite line

of conduct by the example of the Americans,

who, though not eye-witnesses of the dis-

tresses to which Jewish proselytes and in-

quirers were reduced when they began to

turn towards Christianity, were yet moved

by the reports they heard, and by the rea-

sonableness of the object, to try the scheme

of a colony, in order to procure temporal

support for the poor Israelites, when cast

destitute, upon their making a profession of

Christianity, or seeking after it.

The Counts address seems at the time

to have made considerable impression in

Germany, for soon after, a number of Jew-
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ish proselytes were sent to America :—that

it was well calculated to do so, our readers

will easily perceive from a slight perusal, if

we have succeeded in transferring any of

the eloquence of the original into our trans-

lation.

" Much,"* says he, " has already been

done for the salvation of Israel ; and the

attention of the people of the promise has

been called a thousand times to our Lord

Jesus Christ, the promised Son of God,

who has already appeared. Many Jews

who have hitherto languished under the

bondage of the law, in darkness and in the

shadow of death, have been revived, and

exchanged their long-borne burden for the

light yoke of the gospel. In this appeal,

then, we would only propose one serious

question :
' How are these men to live .?'*

A number of Christian societies, warmly in-

terested in the salvation of Israel, yet re-

fuse to give any aid to supply their outward

wants ; because by improper means being

used for their support, many have turned

back. These bodies now require from Jew-

ish novices a faith which they themselves
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do not possess ! When their temporal com-

fort is annihilated, and no prospect of assis-

tance is held out by their new brethren,

they are yet required to set a high value on

the privileges of such a miserable existence I

Is this like Christians ? Is this according

lo the example of our Lord ? Did he not

break bread and fish among his hungry

hearers, although he knew that they would

yet cry, Crucify him, crucify him ? Did

not the first believers divide their goods a-

mong their brethren, notwithstanding many

turned away and became the brethren of

Judas ? So, my brethren, we must not on-

ly assist with spiritual food, we must also

care for the necessity of the body. Jesus

wisely commanded to gather up the frag-

ments ; and should not we, out of his own

gifts, lay a little aside from our abundance

for the use of his brethren according to the

flesh, till they learn that Christian precept

which directs to labour and eat their own

bread.

" This has appeared to me, for many

years, a most important part of any under-

taking for the assistance and welfare of Is-

I
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tael. I therefore wished to establish a sem-

inary where trades might be learned, and

heart and hand occupied ; it was resolved

on in faith, and a compassionate God has

shined upon it, and brought it to a blessed

conclusion, as the annexed Report will

shew. Here is a place where every Jewish

tradesman may have a shelter and bread

provided for him, for the Lord has cared

for it.

" I had heard that in New York a Society

was formed, who also wished to establish a

colony for Jews ; and to unite this Society

with the one in Germany, by the erection

of a seminary for handicrafts, appeared to

meet my fondest expectations. I therefore,

in 1821, sent a young proselyte named

Jadonisky, whom I intrusted with my views,

wishes, and proposals, to this Society. To
his astonishment, and for the trial of his

faith, Jadonisky on his arrival found that

the Society merely existed—their president

was dead, and all the members were asleep.

My mission, very urgent representations of

the spiritual and temporal miseries of the

Israehtish brethren, with their claims on
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US, infused new life into them, and my
faithful Jadonisky laboured incessantly a-

midst many difficulties for the holy cause of

his nation.

" The Rev. Mr Fry in New York was

appointed agent for the Society, and in that

capacity travelled in the United States.

Soon they had the happiness to see up-

wards of ninety auxiliaries spring up ; four

tliousand acres of land were procured, and

their yearly subscriptions amounted to eight

thousand dollars, besides four thousand

more of donations ; and now they are ready

to erect a colony, but they have no colon-

ists. Has such great things been done in so

short a time in that distant land for the

salvation of Israel, and shall love to Christ

and his nation be so much weaker in our

country, and our own fruits so stinted in

comparison ?

" As there are no Israelites in America,

the colony is intended for European Jews,

and thus, by the goodness of God, a place

is prepared where Christians from among

his ancient people, by their own industry,

may find a subsistence. Let me then in-

I
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treat you, my brethren, to lend your aid,

support our colony-school at Dusselthal,

that we may be able to supply the Ameri-

can Society with colonists, properly prepar-

ed, by enlightened minds, and expert skil-

ful hands, to go up and to possess the land

thus ready for them. Give no further place

to doubts and objections, but work while it

is to-day. Let all who are individually ac-

tive unite their exertions. If you assist us

at Dusselthal, then we shall be able to send

out youn<^ people from the Israelites who

have become Christians, learned a trade,

and who wish to be formed to active life.

Beloved brethren ! suffer this word to im-

press your feeling hearts,—the honour of

God and the extension of his kingdom in

the earth is connected with it.—Peace and

joy in the Holy Ghost be with all who love

Israeli^'
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CHAPTER VIII.

Interest in America respecting the conversion of
the Jews—connection with Count Von der
Recke—visionary city of the Hebrews—Prince
Noah.—Increasing importance of the Count's
Institutions.—Professor Tholuck's character of
the Count.—Beautiful incident.—Letter to the
Ladies* Society of Edinburgh, refuting the
idea of expending their remittances except
upon the Jews—cheerful opening of 1824

—

providential occurrence.—Dr De Valenti's ac-

count of the Institution—support the Count
received in England—defection of proselytes

—instance of the severe conflicts of inquirers.

When the Rev. Sereno Dwight of Con-

necticut, U. S., son to Dr Dwight, whose

praise is in all the churches, was in Eng-

land in 1825, he stated at the Anniversary

meeting of the London Jewish Society, that

the efforts in the Jewish cause in America

had been first taken up by the Rev. Elias

Boudinot, a late president of the American
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Bible Society, "a man," said lie, " who ranks

in that country with your Teignmouth, and

Wilberforcc, and men of such a stamp in

England, names which are venerated by us

sweeter than precious ointment, and cher-

ished by all the lovers of our Lord Jesus

Christ, as pre-eminently the friends of God
and men."' Mr Boudinot was much affected

by the temporal difficulties to which con-

verted Jews were exposed, and left a legacy

by will to a Society to be formed for their

relief. This Society, to which Count Von

der Recke refers in the above appeal, was

subsequently established at New York, and

at that date had received a number of Jew-

ish proselytes from Dusselthal, among

whom were several rabbis and physicians

of good education. Count Von der Recke

defrayed the expenses of the passage for

all the proselytes he sent.

Here, perhaps, it may be proper to notice

a wild and fantastic scheme which sprung

up in America about this time, which has

been confounded with the Count's sober

plans, but with which it had no connection

:—we mean the Hebrew city, Ararat.
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Several writers upon the prophetic de-

clarations respecting the restoration of the

Jews, having adopted the opinion, which

indeed appears the most likely one, that

that people will be carried back to their

own land by a great maritime power ; the

idea was seized by some American divines,

and from that confessedly obscure passage,

Isaiah xviii., ihey deduced that America,

there symbolized as the land shadowing with

wings, must be the honoured nation ; that

there the Jews shall be collected, and

thence transported to the shores of Pales-

tine. Whether adopting this interpretation,

or whether, as great wits jump, the same

idea had occurred to himself, Mordecai Ma-

nuel Noah, citizen of the United States of

America, late consul of the said States for

the city and kingdom of Tunis, high sher-

iff of New York, and counsellor at law, an-

nounced himself (by the grace of God) as

Governor and Judge of Israel, and offered

to the Jews an asylum in a free and power-

ful country, remarkable for its vast resour-

ces, the richness of its soil and the salubrity

of its climate ; where industry is encourag-
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ed, education promoted, and good faith re-

warded ; a land of milk and honey, where

Israel might repose in peace under his own

vine and fig tree, and where " our people

might so familiarize themselves with the

science of government, and the lights of

learning and civilization, as might qualify

them for that great and final restoration to

their ancient heritage, which the times so

powerfully indicated." This Asylum was

to be in a city of refuge to be named Ar-

arat, to be built upon Grand Island in the

State of New York.

Grand Island in the Niagara river, within

four miles of the falls, is nearly twelve

miles long, varying from three to seven

miles in breadth, contains upwards of

17,000 acres of remarkably rich and fertile

land, and is surrounded by every commer-

cial, manufacturing, and agricultural ad-

vantage. Thither Prince Noah invited the

Jewish nation, in order to revive, renew,

and re-establish their government, under the

auspices and protection of the constitution

and law of the United States. The In-

dians of the American Continent also, whom
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he considered as the descendants of the ten

lost tribes, were to be reunited to their

brethren the chosen people. The founda-

tion stone of this city was accordingly laid

with great ceremony by M. Noah ; and a

proclamation addressed to all his nation,

informing them of their renovation, was

published, but it contained an unfortunate

clause;— an order for levying a capitation

tax of two shekels of silver upon each Jew

throughout the world, to be collected by the

treasurers of the different congregations, for

the purpose ofdefraying the various expenses

of re- organizing the government, of aiding

emigrants in the purchase of agricultural

instruments, providing for their immediate

wants and comforts, and assisting their fa-

milies in making their first settlements. A
Judge of Israel was proposed to be chosen

once in every four years by the consistory

of Paris, at which time proxies from every

congregation should be received. In the

plenitude of his assumptions, M. Noah
named as commisioners. Rabbi Abraham

de Cologna, president of the Consistory of

Paris, the Rabbis Herschell and IMendoza,
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or Mendola, of London, together with a

number of others eminent in their nation.

But the learned Rabbis refused to act, and

the unlearned Israelites refused to pay, and

the central colony of the Jews still remains

unfinished ; so that if the Jews are to be

gathered in America, some other prince

than Citizen Mordccai Manuel Noah must

arise.

Undismayed by difficulties, the indefa-

tigable Count had the pleasure of seeing

his Institutions gradually acquiring strength

and vigour; and Professor Tholuck, who

paid a visit to Dusselthal in October, was

highly gratified, and bore his cheerful testi-

mony to the excellent appearance of the

place, and the merits of the superintendent,

thus: " As far as I am able to judge from

a short acquaintance, the Count appears

to me to be precisely the man to superin-

tend such an Institution ; and the Institu-

tion itself seems calculated to promote the

temporal and spiritual welfare of Israelites.

I found some Israelites at work, who give

full satisfaction to the Count."

" He is possessed of one highly iuipor-
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tant talent in relation to the Jews ; he

takes the most correct view of their charac-

ters and of their wants, and knows how to

deal with them accordingly. He is decid-

edly averse to employing Jews as mission-.

aries ; he wishes them to become mechan-

ics. He is not for granting them any pe-

culiar privileges, but thinks they should be

treated like other Christian apprentices or

journeymen. If, therefore, I might ven-

ture to make a proposal, 1 would suggest

that by means of private contributions, a

sum should be collected in England to as-

sist the Count, and enable him to receive

young Jews recommended to him, and then

that your Society should pay the salary of

some proper divine, who might be employ-

ed by the excellent Count in the spiritual

care of the children and young persons of

the Jewish nation who are in his establish-

ment.

" I was much gratified by an unexpected

meeting at this place. When the domestic

came to my room to conduct me to the

Count, he asked, * Do you not know me ?

Have I not been witli you in Berlin ?'' I
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could not immediately recollect him : but

he continued, ' It was you who recom-

mended me to this Institution.' It then

occurred to me that he was a proselyte who

about a year before had come to me at Ber-

lin, to express his wish to become a mis-

sionary. I could not at that time hold out

to him any encouragement to pursue that

object, but I told him there was an Institu-

tion at Dusselthal for such Jews as wished

to learn a trade. He then requested a let-

ter of introduction, which I gave him, and

went immediately to Dusselthal, where the

noble-minded Count, who kindly takes in

every Israelite who is willing to work, re-

ceived him in the name of the Lord, and

took him into his service as a domestic."

At this very time the Count was labour-

ing under severe indisposition, and was un-

able to complete a letter of no great length

to the Edinburgh Ladies' Society, acknow-

ledging the receipt of a small remittance,

except at three sittings, and after two in-

terruptions of several weeks each. He
commenced about the middle of the year.

—

" Dear Sister in Jesus, You must have
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been surprised at my long silence ; it has

also been in the highest degree unpleasant

to myself; but I could not think of writing

you, till I could send you some account of

the result of our operations here. Through

the mercy, goodness, and grace of God, my
work has had a blessed progress. The

Lord has graciously fulfilled my work of

faith, and has made himself glorious before

unbelievers, so that they also have praised

the Saviour's name, and have seen how he

makes himself known to those who, though

amid much infirmity, love and honour him.

Our numbers from the house of Israel are

increasing, and we rejoice that those who

languished in darkness and the shadow of

death, are beginning to look upon their

Lord and Saviour, and giving themselves

up to the operation of the Spirit of his

grace. How truly delightful to hear his

praises sound from lips which formerly

through hatred would not pronounce his

blessed name! Thus far I had written

some months ago, when I was seized with

inflammation of the lungs ; and though I

am yet very weak and faint, I wish to finish

I
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this letter, to prevent your being kept in

suspence, and to offer to your dear Society

my most cordial thanks for the twenty

pounds sterling lately sent me : God, the

great rewarder of all good, will richly bless

all the dear benefactresses for this. But

let them not weary to minister to Israel's

necessity."

In answer to a query whether the

money sent was all appropriated to the

cause of the Jewsj he answered, " You may
be perfectly assured that not a halfpenny

given for the Jews shall be used for any

other purpose, and I beg that you will re-

quest your Society to be quite easy on this

head. It would indeed be shameful, and

an act of theft, were I to suffer Israel to be

in want, and spend the money I receive for

them in any other way. My sense of jus-

tice would not suffer me to do the one, nor

my love to Israel the other. Any doubt

upon this head could only arise from mis-

taken views of the nature and objects of my
plans, and of my njanner of proceeding.''

* * * " I had got thus far four weeks

ago, when I had a relapse, and the letter
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has Still lain unfinished. Try to inter-

est youi ladies more deeply in my un-

dertaking for poor Israel. The work in-

creases daily, so that I must build a great

deal. I am engaged in erecting two small

houses for my children's Institution, and

next Spring I would wish, by the will of

God, to rear a larger one for young unmar-

ried Jewish women : for hitherto in no place

of the world has anything been done for

them. More houses will also be wanted for

the families of the colonists. The assistance

of your dear Society has cheered and sup-

ported me. Would they now leave me ?

and that at a time when even the London

Society have perceived that my Institution

is the most preferable and best calculated to

promote the desired end ; and are now

ready to help me.""

Next year [1824] commenced prosper-

ously, the Count's health revived, and his

spirits were cheered by the liberal contribu-

tion of a generous friend in England, which

arrived early in the Spring, and at a most

opportune season. The Rev. Mr Thelwall

mentions in a letter to the London Society,

er- 11
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a striking circurn^tance respecting this re-

mittance, which gave it peculiarly the en-

dearing character of a gracious interposition

of divine providence on his behalf in a time

of need, and in the prosecution of his great

work, undertaken in an especial manner so

much in faith. We shall often meet with

his pious and grateful acknowledgments of

many such interpositions, which strongly

confirmed him in reposing his confidence in

the promise of the Saviour—" Your Fa-

ther in heaven knows ye have need of these

things."" The Count had just written a

long letter to Mr , detailing to him

the urgent necessities of his Institution, of

the number of Jews who applied for admis-

sion, and pressing him to use every means

to awaken the friends of the cause to imme-

diate and more liberal contributions. At

the moment he was sending oif this letter to

the post, he received one from Mr
,

authorizing him to draw for two hundred

pounds

!

There were, in the month of January,

nine young Jews learning trades ; he had al-

so several families, and among others, a
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brother of Joseph Wolf with his family

while the applications from every part of

the Continent were more numerous than he

could possibly admit, owing to the circum-

scribed state of his finances. In the con-

clusion of his letter, Mr Thelwall added,

that everything appeared to be going on

well, and he hoped and trusted the friends

in Great Britain would remember so need-

ful and important an Asylum for such

of the children of Israel as were cast into

the world for the Lord's sake, both in their

liberal contributions and in their earnest

prayers.

Dr De Valenti, who acted as superinten-

dent of the establishment, gave the follow-

ing account of its state in the month of

February. " Our Jewish Institution is

proceeding under God's blessing. Expe-

rience has convinced me that the method

adopted by the Count with regard to prose-

lytes, is most judicious and beneficial. In-

struction, the formation of habits of indus-

try in a variety of useful occupations, and

a steady maintenance of a spirit of activity,

have hitherto kept our house free from in-

1
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trading hypocrites. Our Institution has

now twenty proselytes of different ages.

The eldest is an amiable son of Abraham,

forty years old, formerly a rabbin, who in

not ashamed to do the meanest work in the

distillery and brewery, and thereby exhibits

an edifying example to his younger breth-

ren, one of whom, lately baptized, also works

in the distillery. Several others are employ-

ed as weavers, shoemakers, tailors, masons

and labourers in the farm which belongs to

the Institution. Being thus employed every

morning in their work-shops, they receive, in

the afternoon, instruction in the Christian

doctrine; and in the evening, all the members

of the Institution meet in the chapel, when

I usually perform a devotional service.

Thus but little opportunity is left for the

indulgence of vain, sensual or idle habits.

They find nothing here to encourage their

evil propensities, but much whereby the

good feelings may be nourished and kept

alive ; daily instruction, kind admonitions,

and, if necessary, wholesome discipline are

administered. Since my arrival here, my
hope of success with regard to the Jews has

3
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greatly increased, in spite of many unplea-

sant occurrences, in which the peculiarity

of the Jewish character has been strikingly

exhibited.

" It is to be expected that the Jewish de-

partment of our Institution will rapidly in-

crease. From several quarters applications

for admission have been made, and we are

willing to receive all who will submit to

learn one of the trades exercised in the va-

rious work-shops within the walls of our In-

stitution. It has now become necessary to

build a new house for the proselytes. A
new teacher, in addition to the one already

employed, must be engaged ; and a regular

evangelical minister should be appointed.

All these are necessary, but they are ex-

pensive undertakings. And if you ask me.

Do you possess the means of supplying

Ihem ? I can only answer in the words of

Jehoshaphat, We know not what to do, but

our eyes are upon thee, O Lord. It is He
who hath founded and hitherto supported

our Institution. The cause is His and He
will not forsake us. We make application

in many places, and write many letters.
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Perhaps a favourable breeze may spring up
from England to swell the sails of our little

vessel."

What the extent of the private contribu-

tions in England were, we have no oppor-

tunity of accurately knowing, but except

some honourable exceptions in the case of

a few warm-hearted individuals, whom we

may guess at, but whom it would be impro-

per to name, the subscriptions appear upon

the whole to have been very far from being

liberal. The London Society contributed

part of the salary of a minister for a short

while, which seems to have been all the

help they ever afforded.

About this time there undoubtedly ap-

peared an uncommon stirring among the

Continental Jews, judging both from the

number of those who were led to inquire,

and from the bitterness with which inquir-

ers were persecuted, when they were sus-

pected of being favourable to Christianity.

But it is not unworthy of remark, that the

same inveteracy was not discovered towards

those who adopted infidel sentiments when

they neglected the customs of their fathers.
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or even towards the semi-deistical neologi-

ans, as towards those who were seeking in

sincerity to know the truth as it is in Jesus,

thus evincing that the offence of the cross

has not ceased. A very natural conse-

quence was, that of the many who had, or

professed to have, great desires for informa-

tion, a majority fell away, and of those who

owned being convinced, but few, very few

boldly avouched the Christian name ; nor

oF these few did all do honour to their pro-

fession. Of the severe conflicts which the

upright in heart had to endure, we may

form some idea from the account which a

young Jew gave to one of the missionaries

in Germany. " Providence,"" said he, " has

given me Jewish parents, in consequence of

which I have been brought up in the Jew-

ish religion, the habits of which, together

with duty and affection to my parents, will,

I fear, operate with so much force upon my
mind, as to prevent, without a higher inter-

position, my ever being delivered from it,

notwithstanding my convictions of its fal-

lacy.

.
" My parents have no property, and on
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me, as their eldest son, they depend partly

for support ; and although I have been en-

abled to discharge this duty but very im-

perfectly, my parents have been satisfied,^

and rejoiced because, as they said, they re-

ceived that support from a pious child : for

while I lived in the house of my parents I

was remarkably bigoted. Asa transition to

the Christian religion would throw me out

of my present situation, and deprive me of

every prospect of getting a livelihood in

this place, the consequence would be a total

impossibility in future of my contributing to

the support of my parents ; and they might

then attribute my apparent neglect of them,

not to the real cause, my own destitute

state, but to ill will. They might say,

while I was a Jew, I supported them, but

becoming a Christian, I neglected them.

Add to this, I am here well known among

the Jews, who would not only persecute me,

but acquaint my parents and misrepresent

me to them, for they live at no great dis-

tance. Taking all this together, you will

see sufficient reason for my not having

made greater progress towards a profession
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of my belief in Christ as my Saviour. M]
desire is to be placed in a situation by which

I may be delivered from these distressing

difficulties, and when, undisturbed by other

considerations, I may obtain the so long

desired end, and prove the truth of my pa-^

rents' opinion, that they have yet a pious^^:

son to exercise his filial duties towards

them."
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CHAPTER IX.

Temporal distress drives multitudes of Jewish
proselyte? to Dusselthal—accumulation of in-

mates at the Abbey.—Necessities of the Count
—relieved by the Ladies' Association of Edin-
burgh—his gratitude.—More proselytes for-

warded by the agents of the London Society.

—

Professor Tholuck's communication respecting

their support.—Becker's visit to Dusselthal.

—

Werner the Count's brother's statement.

Provision for their temporal necessities

was the great hindrance and bar to the

proselyting of the Jews, which, when the

Societies in Germany became fully con-

vinced of, their funds were so low that they

could do nothing almost themselves to re-

move the obstacle, and their only resources

were the bounty of England, or the Insti-

tution of Count Von der Kecke. The
London Society made pitiful grants to the

Berlin and Dresden Societies. The Count,

to the utmost extent of his power, received
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those who were sent to him ; among whom
this year were seven proselytes, some of

them the fruits of M. Petri's labours, for-

warded by Baron Blomberg, president of

the Detmold Society. He at the same time

pathetically lamented the inability of his So-

ciety to do anything to encourage proselytes

to make an open profession, on account of

the almost certain ruin to which this expos-

ed them, while there was no temporal aid pro-

vided for them. It is difficult to read the

following passage without the most lively

feelings of pity for the sincere inquirers a-

mong the Jews ; or of wonder at the apathy

of the professed zealous friends of the house

of Israel. " Another Jew, a native of

B——, a hopeful young man of talents,

who was a Jewish teacher at C- , preach-

ed, while so occupied, public sermons, ex-

posing the superstitions of the Jews, and

endeavouring to introduce the genuine Mo-

saic religion among his brethren. Having

heard of our Society, and read one of our

printed publications, he felt desirous of be-

coming a Christian. He applied to us in

the month of November for instruction and
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Tjaptism. I sent him to M , and on the

21 St of the month he was baptized. On that

solemn occasion he made a profession of his

faith, during which he was himself deeply af-

fected, and drew forth tears from those who

were present. Of this young man I enter-

tain great hopes that he will become a cho-

sen vessel to bear the name of the Lord a-

mong the children of Israel. Our small

funds, indeed, have been exhausted to the

extent of fifty dollars for this individual

;

but instead of complaining, I give thanks to

the Lord for the blessing. We have also

in our neighbourhood several young Jews,

and among them teachers, who have a cor-

dial desire after Christianity ; hut instead

of encouraging, we are obliged to 7'estrain

them, until we see a way opened for their

support r This gives a vivid picture of

the poverty of the truly religious part of

the community, and speaks volumes in fa-

vour of the value of the Institution at Dus-

selthal Abbey.

Accumulating thus from so many quar-

ters, before the end of this year there were

assembled no less than three hundred souls

s
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in the Abbey of Dusselthal, to provide food

and raiment for whom was a task which al-

lowed no time for relaxation, and which of-

ten involved the excellent man in the great-

est perplexity ; yet though perplexed, not

altogether without help ; some means were

always afforded, and the Ladies'* Society of

Edinburgh were honoured, once and again,

as the instruments of ministering to his ne-

cessities. Their remittances, though never

large, were always peculiarly well-timed and

acceptable ; and none more so than the

sum of thirty pounds, sent about the mid-

dle of this year, which, in his letter of ac-

knowledgment, he says, " gave me great

joy, as it just arrived in time to relieve me
from a very pressing necessity to which I

was reduced for want of money ! This,""*

he adds, " has often been the case with me,

and the three hundred human beings whom
the Lord has led me to care for with pa-

rental affection ; and yet we have never

been overwhelmed. Has he not promised

all believers that he will never leave them

nor forsake them ? He cannot then forsake

me who am labouring for his chosen people.

I
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He cannot forsake me when receiving the

poor whom he pecuharly loves, to whom his

own ministry was so immediately directed,

that he says of himself, he came to preach

the gospel to the poor, to those who both

in respect of spiritual and temporal things

are poor, and them he comforts and revives.

He will not, no ! he will not forget me ; and

it is a fresh evidence that he will not, when

by his grace he has moved your Society

kindly to assure me that they will from

time to time assist me in the work of Christ

in this place.

" I do indeed require active assistance,

for it is inconceivable how much remains to

be done in rescuing immortal souls from

misery. Not only the number of orphans,

but the number of the sons of Israel in-

crease, inquiring after a Saviour and Re-

deemer. Already they come to us from

different natrons, as well as from Russia,

Prussia, Poland, and the most southern

provinces, eager to learn trades, and that

they may enjoy the precious food of the

gospel. I am in daily expectation of many
Jewish families who have requested a re-
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fuge with us, and I do not know where I

shall lodge them ; but my confidence is in

the Lord, who has been so visibly near us,

and in a most remarkable manner blessed

his work here.

" Our design of founding a colony in the

vicinity of Dusselthal is ready to be put in

execution, and I am at present delighted

with the idea of being engaged in laying

the foundation stone of the first house in it

as a dwelling for a late Rabbi with his wife

and six children, who intend shortly to

come and take possession. I trust soon to

be able to send you the plan of the colony.

I have every reason to believe, and with

joyful confidence to hope, that all the Ger-

man Societies formed for the conversion of

the Jews will turn their eyes towards our

colony : were there but a general union and

co-operation of all their powers, something

of consequence might be done in good ear-

nest for Israel. I hope, also, that the dear

people of Scotland will feel themselves ex-

cited to stretch their helping hand to the

new colony at Dusselthal. Yes ! dear

friends, lend us your generous assistanccj
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tliat we may be enabled to receive many of

the sons of Israel ; to proclaim to them the

gospel of Christ, and lead them to that liv-

ing water that flows unto eternal life : the

Lord has done more for us than we could

have conceived. I beg in the most earnest

manner to recommend our Diisselthal, and

above all the salvation of Israel, to your

prayers and Christian affection. I had a

return of the inflammation in my lungs this

year, which laid me aside for a short while

from my labour, but the Lord soon restor-

ed me to health again."

During the year the Count had received

the most unequivocal proofs of the growing

interest and utility of his Institution, but it

was in the application from the highest

quarters to receive pupils, not in the pro-

duction of money to support them. Pro-

fessor Tholuck mentions in a letter to " a

young Jew whom our dear L is also en-

deavouring to bring to the saving knowledge

of the Redeemer. He invited the lad to

come to Berlin, that he might be sent unto

Count Von der Reeke's Institution. The
mother of the boy, though hostile to Chris-

3
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tianity, did not object. When he had ar-

rived in Berlin, L instructed him in

the New Testament, and then sent him on

to Dusselthal with a fervent prayer. L ,

like other deserving proselytes, is almost

e7itirely destitute of the means of sup-

porty The Professor mentions also in

the same communication, some foreign Is-

raelites who had been sent from Poland

and Russia to Berlin, but who, being total-

ly destitute, had been turned over to the

Count to receive not only spiritual instruc-

tion but temporal support, and this too by

the correspondent and the missionaries of a

Society in the actual receipt of upwards of

twelve thousand pounds sterling per an-

num !
" Two," says Professor Tholuck,

" have been recommended by Mr M'Caul,

who gave proofs of sincerity, but were defi-

cient in knowledge. Two others also ar-

rived here from Petersburgh, who had been

brought to the knowledge of the truth

through Mr Moritz. One of them is bap-

tized, and appears to be a real Christian

character ; and the other is already far ad-

vanced in the knowledge of the truth.
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They are both members of respectable fa-

milies, and one is married. By undertak-

ing so long a journey they have already

made a great sacrifice. How painful, there-

fore, was it to our feelings that no trades-

man could be found willing to employ them ;

and how keenly do we again feel the want

of some institution for the support of poor

converts. We were obliged to make a coL

lection and send them to Dusselthal !""

Another young man has been sent thither

from Silesia : he studied medicine at Bres-

lan, and gave private instruction to Jewish

families. When the Jews were aware of

his intention to become a Christian, they

shut their houses against him. He appears

to be a sincere Christian ; hut we can do

nothing for him here^

M. Marc, a Jewish missionary, says in a

letter, also published by the London So-

ciety, " My conversation with a Jewish

teacher in another place was more success-

ful : he came to the determination to go to

Dusselthal to gain instruction in Christi-

anity." Mr F. W. Becker, connected also

with the London Society, visited Dussel-
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thai in the latter end of this year. His re-

port is equally favourable :
" From Berle-

burg I returned to Berlin by way of Elbers-

feld and Dusselthal, where I visited the

Count Von der Recke's Institution. He
had then about twenty- six Jews, who were

nearly all engaged in learning trades. I

had conversations with some of those whom
I knew. At dinner I saw them all toge-

ther, and gave them a short address. The
Count is much in want of a proper person

to instruct them, and begged of me to men-

tion to the Society his request that they

would provide him with a tutor who might

devote his time to the Jews ; and if in holy

orders might baptize them that come to

him unbaptized. M. Wermelskirk reported

likewise about the same time, that the Rev.

jVlr Mallet had seen three Jews who had been

converted to Christianity, of whose sincerity

aird love to the Saviour he had no doubt

;

one of them at Dusselthal, and one who had

been there, who after receiving instruction

had settled at Lubec, and was there holding

on his Christian course, and praising his

Redeemer! " Of this excellent indivi-
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dual," he remarks, " one may speak with

some confidence, from his deep and experi-

mental acquaintance with the gospel, and

his superior judgment and talents."

Werner, the Count's brother, in a letter

which he wrote during Adelbert'*s absence,

thus sums up the progress of their benevo-

lent labours on the 1st of November, which

may be considered as a kind of balance of

the account current for 1824". " The
Lord continues his blessing upon our

Institution, and we have nearly 100 boys

and 56 girls supplied according to their

wants, and instructed in the way of salva-

tion, and prepared for earning their liveli-

hood in future. Among the children, we

have seven young Jews, and in the Insti-

tution for proselytes we have sixteen adults,

some of whom are already baptized. The
greatest difficulty under which we labour

arises from the want of a fit person to give

Christian instruction to the Jews, and con-

duct our worship in this place. Our funds

are quite inadequate to meet this want at

present. As the number of our members

amounts to 201; souls, we might easily ob-
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tain the license of government to form an

evangelical congregation, but the question

is, whence can the salary of the minister be

obtained? This subject I wish to recom-

mend to your attention. We know a cler-

gyman who is ready to give up his living,

if we can secure him a salary here ; and as

the Jewish cause is every day gaining inter-

est in this place, it is a matter of great im-

portance to make some arrangement for

providing a pastor.^'
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CHAPTER X.
.

Dusselthal Abbey becomes an object of greater

interest—Tholuck's second Report—at his de-

sire the Count applies again to the London So-

ciety—description ot the Institution, and pro-

posals of the Count— they request Rev. P.

Treschow to visit the place—his proceedings in

consequence—his testimony to the extent and.

value of Count Von der Recke's labours—the
Count's own aiFecting view of his progress and
motives.

Having encountered and overcome so ma-

ny apparently insurmountable difficulties,

the philanthropic Institutions of Count

Von der Recke now put on aspects of du-

rability and usefulness, almost surpassing

even the Count's own expectation ; and

their nature being more inquired into and

better understood, they began to attain an

importance and an interest among foreign-

ers, beyond what they had hitherto experi-
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enced. In as far as regarded the Jews,

Professor Tholuck who, at the request of

the London Society, visited Dusselthal,

thus reported in the month of May :
" I

cannot but recommend tlie attention of the

Committee to be directed towards this In-

stitution under the care of Count Von der

Recke. There the proselytes will find the

best opportunity of learning many of the

common trades : they are under a strict su-

perintendence and true evangelical instruc-

tion ; and what is of much importance, they

are where the Protestant church has re-

mained most free from the poison of infi-

delity, and where there are many pious

tradesmen who would take the proselytes

apprentices to their trades, a knowledge of

which the Dusselthal Institution affords

them no opportunity to acquire.

" At the present moment the means of

spiritual instruction are deficient, but about

the end of the year this will be regulated,"

He suggested, as proper objects for employ-

ing a portion of tiie ample funds of the So-

ciety,—allowing the Count a sum," in pro-

portion to their numbers, for the support of
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his proselytes, part of whose expense he

thought should be borne by the Society:

then directing all their agents to send their

proselytes to the Institution, and defraying

the expenses of their journey. He men-

tioned that he had sent twelve proselytes

himself to the Count, but that the great

difficulty had been in raising money to car-

ry them thither. For some of them the

King had paid. He thought also, in par-

ticular cases they might assist some distin-

guished individuals who did not learn a

trade. These proposals were made after a

very careful inspection of the Institution,

and the most minute inquiry into the de-

tails, as well as a personal acquaintanship

with its benevolent founder.

In compliance with a proposal of the

Professor, a representation was drawn up

by the Count of the then status of the

work, and carried by ]\^ Tholuck to Eng-

land : this it would be improper to omit.—

-

" We have been," says he, " prevented hi-

therto, by different circumstances, from ad-

dressing ourselves directly to the London

Society, but Professor Tholuck having
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kindly offered personally to convey our

wishes to the Committee on his arrival in

England, we have thought it so favourable

an opportunity that we could not forbear

communicating to yt)u our past experience,

and intreating your assistance towards the

carrying on that work of the Lord in which

we are mutually engaged—the promoting of

Christianity among the Jews, that through

the divine blessing it may be advanced in

this place.

" Want of sufficient funds prevents the

Institution from being made so beneficial

to the cause of Israel's welfare as it might

otherwise be ; and the London Society pro-

viding only for their spiritual necessities,

more cannot be expected from it than the

salary of a teacher, and something to meet

the expenses of instruction. But we trust

individuals may be found, who, with us,

may be convinced of the necessity of also

lending temporal relief to the Jews who, on

account of their Christian confession, are

deprived of all their former connections,

and are therefore become destitute and with-

out the means of subsistence.
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^'^ Dusselthal Abbey, and the grounds

belonging to it, is every way adapted to an-

swer this purpose, besides the other object

to which it is devoted. There is a space of

88,000 square feet Rhenish, surrounded by

walls twelve feet high : within this is the

refuge for the destitute. The extensive

grounds belonging to the Abbey, contain

shrubberies, corn-fields, lawns and fish

ponds. The navigable river Dussel, which

passes through the estate, affords many ad-

vantages for washing, bleaching, brewing,

&c., and by which a mill is worked for the

grinding of wheat, rye and barley. There

has recently been erected within the walls,

an oil and bone pulverizing mill, which can

also be used for the manufacture of snufF

and various other purposes.

" There are extensive gardens, with arable

and meadow lands, sufficient for the support

of a considerable number of individuals. On
these grounds it is proposed that houses, with

a proper proportion of ground, should be

erected for Jewish proselytes ; each of these

establishments to consist of six acres. One
2LCve to be set apart for garden and ^ard, in
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which to keep a cow, and the remainder ar-

able. The colonist to cultivate his own

land and tend his cow ; in addition to

which he must exercise some trade or call-

ing. His wife must cultivate the garden,

which will be planted with fruit trees, and

spin the flax of their own cultivation. Eve-

ry society or individual on whose account

a house is erected, will be permitted to hold

it as their own property, and to put in a

tenant at pleasure—the name of such so-

ciety or individual being engraven on a

stone, to be inserted into the wall over the

door of the house, as a sure means of mark-

ing the property. The colonist thus hav-

ing his wants provided for, would be ena-

bled to pay a moderate rent, to be fixed ac-

cording to the trade he exercises. The

rent to be paid to the treasurer of the

colony, either in money or produce, and

by him remitted to the society or indivi-

dual whose property it is ; or if so desired,

it may be employed to erect another esta-

blishment.""

Upon receipt of this communication, the

Committee of the London Society requested
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the Rev. P. Treschow, then on the Coflti*

nent, to visit Dusselthal. lie accordingly

waited on the Count, and endeavoured to

persuade him to reduce the Jewish prose-

lyte Institution into a branch of that So-

ciety. He proposed,—1st, That the In-

stitution for Jewish proselytes, in its eco-

nomical and financial concerns, should be

separated from the Orphan Institution.

—

Snd, That the Jewish estabhshment be

placed under the superintendence and go-

vernment of a council or committee.—3rd,

That baptized Jews only should be admit-

ted into the Institution.—4tb, That the

money sunk in houses, or landed property,

or moveables, which might be raised by So-

cieties, should be still considered as their

distinct property ;—and, 5th, That the ob-

ject of this Institution be not a permanent

but a temporary refuge for baptized Jews,

who, having learned a trade by which they

could gain an honest livelihood, should

leave the place, and enter into such spheres

of usefulness in Christian society as provi-.

dence might point out. To the 1st and

4th propositions the Count readily acced-

3
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ed, and to the 3rd he would have acceded,

provided a " proper'' Committee could

have been formed at or near Dusselthal,

and would have considered such an ap-

pointment, as would have relieved him of

the labour and anxiety of his personal

management, a great benefit; but the o-

thers, which would have gone to destroy

the main advantages of his system, he

would not consent to. It does not appear

that the London Committee had authorized

these modest proposals of their agent, nor

does he seem to have had other than vague in-

ducements to offer, yet we must admire the

calm propriety with which the County ne-

cessitous as he was, received the officious

attempt to trammel him in the fetters of a

Society which could by no possibility be fit

to judge, equally with himself, of the line

of conduct he had planned out, or of the

proceedings which, in bis circumstances,

were most eligible.* He politely promised

to attend to the suggestions of M. Treschow,

*{a. M. Blayers, a converted Jew, wrote thus to the

Committee : " I should only advise the management to

be entrusted to the care of a competent individual, sent

thither from England! f^JeuHsh Erp. Jan. 1826.
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and adopt what of them, upon consideration,

appeared advisable ; and in the issue, the

prehminaries, both of Tholuck and Tres-

chow, not having been recognized by their

principals, the negociations never proceeded

further, and the Count and his Institutions

were left to the care of providence.

Mr Treschow, however, as well as the

Professor, did all manner of justice to the

Count's personal worth, [his portait we have

given before, p. 12.] and in describing the

state of the Jews, he gives one trait of his

character of inestimable value, in the head

of such an establishment. " I heard both

at Elbersfeld and Dusselthal, and from what

I partly witnessed, I am sorry to say that

much of the old Jewish leaven is still found

among them, and I could easily give credit

to what is said by the Count himself, and

by others, that he has less trouble with 150

poor children, than with the comparatively

few proselytes. I have been present my-

self, where a proselyte, who afterwards was

found guilty of the offence which the Count

wished him to confess, behaved to him with

an arrogance, which put his temper to a
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test few men could have endured as he

did."

Already eight work-shops were in full ac-

tivity at Dusselthal : a shoemaker's, tailor's,

locksmith's, baker's, joiner's, carpenter's,

blacksmith's, bricklayer's; besides an oil mill,

a corn mill, a brewery, a distillery, a vinegar

manufactory, and a distillery of eau de Co-

logne, for which the Count, at a consider-

able expense, obtained the genuine receipt.

" The work-shops," M. T. remarked,

" make but a coarse and shabby appear-

ance to an English eye ; but they do not

in the same manner strike those who are fa-

miliar with the habits of this country ; and

it is a matter of surprise that so much has

been effected, and is still in progress,

through one man, and with such scanty

means. Till now, the spiritual and tempo-

ral superintendence of the whole rested

with the Count, who had to conduct their

worship, and to provide food and raiment

for all his orphans, besides listening to all

the complaints of the proselytes upon the

state of their respective wardrobes, or other

vocations; but this year he was in some
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measure relieved from the weight of these

almost overwhelming multiplicity of duties.

The Rev. M. Schmidt, a pious and evan-

gelical minister from Saxony, accepted the

situation of pastor to the Institution, and

M. Bormann, a gentleman of respectable

family, and by profession a lawyer, purely

from Christian motives, without any fixed

salary, accepted the office of superintend-

ent of the Jewish proselytes. Respecting

the former, the Count wrote M. Treschow :

" Since the 14th of October, my dear

pastor Schmidt has been engaged here in full

activity. He is in everyrespect the very man

I had expected and wished for. He has a

great love for the prosely tes, and they show

every day an increasing affection for him :

they feel how useful he is to them, and this

must excite their gratitude. I lately at-

tended his evening lecture on biblical his-

tory ; and it was to me a most affecting

view to behold both old and young eager to

receive the word of life." In the following

year M. Treschow himself, from personal

inspection, confirmed the Count's favour-

able account of this pastor :
—" The Rev.
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M. Schmidt is the clergyman lately arrived

to labour in this field, and eminently fitted

for the work. He is a young man of true

and tried piety ; of a cheerful mind, an a-

xniable temper, and a very good classical

scholar. His whole time is devoted to the

work of the ministry, and the proselytes

have their full share in it. Besides the re-

gular services, and morning and evening

prayers, he catechises the proselytes four

evenings in the week: and from what I

have seen and heard myself of his instruc-

tions to them, I can add my testimony to

Count Von der Recke's with regard to the

soundness and clearness of his doctrine, and

the good progress the proselytes have made

through him in the knowledge of Christian

truth. Mr Bormann was not less useful

in his station ; and at the close of the year,

a spirit of serious inquiry, of good order,

and contentment, spread over the proselyte

Institution, highly cheering to the benevo-

lent heart of the Count. ' With our Is-

raelites,' said he, ' I am more and more sa-

tisfied; and it seems that after the many

trials and tribulations to which I have been
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exposed by them, a day of comfort and joy

is now dawning. Every week adds to their

number. There are now twenty-six adults

and four children, all well employed ; but

you will easily imagine that the expen-

ses must be considerable. Oh ! how many

poor souls might be truly benefited, if one

opulent English Christian would open to

them his munificent hand ! I have many

pressing wants : we want particularly bed-

ding for the winter : the Jews are generally

very chilly ; and it pierces me to the heart

to hear their complaints. When I lay my-

self down in my own good bed, I wish that

I could tear it into pieces, and give a little

to each
!'

"

His own account of the Institution,

[1825] marked by pious simplicity, is highly

deserving of preservation ; it was published

as an address, and sent to the secretary of

the Ladies"* Association, Edinburgh, who

translated and circulated it there.—" The
Abbey of Dusselthal is situated by Dussel-

dorf, near the banks of the Rhine. It was

formerly dedicated to the rigid penances of

the order of La Trappe. This monastery.
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by the decree of God, has undergone a

blessed reformation. The gospel has now

found a refuge within its walls. Its pre-

sent inhabitants are some hundreds of desti-

tute orphans and Jewish proselytes. The
Lord, who is full of mercy and grace, had

compassion on the great number of desti-

tute children, wandering on the highways

and in the paths of vice; naked, without

shelter, without the knowledge of his word

or his salvation : he softened the heart of

one person to feel for their misery, and

called him to buy this monastery in faith.

He then compelled them to come in from

the highways and hedges, fed them, clothed

them, and instructed them in the ways of

life. At the same time the Lord of the

harvest commanded him to afford to the

sons of Israel, who, desirous of the true

bread, were cast out by those of their own

religion, protection and instruction in the

word of truth, and an opportunity to learn

some useful trade.

'' There are at present in Dusselthal,

with teachers and scholars, 250, and in the

Female Institutions at Overdyke and Qued-
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lingburgh, 116,—in all, 366, that are daily

fed by the merciful hand of God ; for the

Lord gave no great riches to the man he

called to this work. He only impressed

on his heart that powerful word contained

in Matt. xxi. 22. Mark ix. 23. xi. 2S, 24.

John xiv. 1 3. xv. 7. * All things whatso-

ever ye shall ask in my name in prayer, be-

lieving, ye shall receive.'

" When the Institution at Overdyke was

so full that it could receive no more, he

prayed in faith and the Lord gave him

Dusselthal. When all he had was expend-

ed, the Lord gave him faithful assistants,

male and female teachers, and excited in

many such fervent love, that they formed

themselves into active auxiliaries.

" Great sums and great loans were ne-

cessary :—he prayed in faith, and the Lord

gave the mcmey, and the houses were built.

In order that the children might be pro-

perly taught the different trades, it was ne-

cessary to found a school for the purpose

:

—he prayed in faith, and the Lord gave

him what he asked. So that at present

there are twenty different work-shops where
u
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they receive instruction. He desired also

to give to married proselytes a shelter, and

the Lord blessed his plan for the erection

of a Jewish colony, so that four colonists"*

houses are built. He prayed in faith, not

only for daily bread, which he has hitherto

received in a most wonderful manner, but

also for spiritual fruit, and he saw it and

adored I

" Lastly, the daily great increasing num-

ber of boys, girls, and proselytes requiring

a pastor, he prayed in faith, and the Lord

prepared a true witness of his gospel to

feed his flock without requiring any great

salary. Although it is the case that every

thing he has asked in faith he has received,

[John XV. 7.] yet he needs daily to pray.

Lord, strengthen faith and forgive the sin

of unbelief. With such humbling and also

comfortable experiences, he feels himself

constrained to pray now to the Lord, that

he would incline the hearts of men, to im-

part of God's gifts that a church may be

founded in Dusselthal, which shall be as a

clear shining light in the darkness, to guide

the unbelieving to the only life and peace,
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and by making known the powerful mys-

tery of the cross of Christ, extend to many

the blessings of salvation. Friends of

Christ, promote the work that sprung from

faith—has struggled through much perse-

cution and tribulation ;—help to promote a

gospel church, formed from Jews and

Christians, at Dusselthal. Ah ! remember

how insignificant and perishing the vain

treasures are, which moth and rust corrupt

and consume ; and let the word of the Lord,

that in storms and floods, in earthquakes and

fires, everywhere calls to repentance, remind

you that earthly riches, like a talent en-

trusted to us, ought to be put out to usu-

ry. Remember by the means of these riches

souls may be redeemed from death ! Give

from love to Him who gave himself for us

to death. Do not weary in giving, for God
loveth a cheerful giver ; and He who gave

his precious blood for the redemption of

many, shall be your great reward."
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CHAPTER XI.

Dr SteinkopflF's visit to Dusselthal—state of the
Institution at the close of 1826—remarkable
instance of the power of conscience—M. Tres-
chow's second visit to the Abbey—Baptism of

Jewish proselytes—their striking confessions

of the Christian faith—marriage of the Count.

Dusselthal Abbey had been hitherto

little known in Engltind except as an Insti-

tution for the reception of Jewish prose-

lytes; and the amiable and philanthropic

feelings which the Count's watching and

care over so many young helpless Orphans

were calculated to excite, were lost in the

more immediate interest to which his inde-

fatigable, unceasing and successful efforts

for the interests of the house of Israel had

given rise. Our sympathies are recalled to

his Orphan Asylum by a visit which Dr
Steinkopff and his family paid to the In-

stitution this year, 1826, and of which a
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lady, one of the party, gave a charming

description, in a letter written to a friend

at Clifton, published in the year 1827,

with an approving introduction by the

Doctor.

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Dr Stein'-

kopff, to a Lady at Clifton.

" Savoy, February 21, 1827.

" Reviewing the labours of the Count,

the spirit in which they have been conduct-

ed, and the evident blessing of God which

has rested on them, I am almost led to com-

pare his establishment with the celebrated

Orphan House, at Halle, built by that

truly great character, Augustus Hernman
Franke. The spirit of humility, faith,

childlike confidence, and self-denying chari-

ty, which animated the late founder of the

Halle Orphan House, in a peculiar manner

animates Count Von der Recke,"

Extractfrom a Letter, giving an Account of a

Visit to Dusselthal,

" June, 1826.

" After breakfast we went from Dussel-

dorf to Dusselthal, a distance of three miles,

3
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to visit Count Von der Recke's Institution.

We had heard before that he was very ill,

and we did not expect to see him ; but

he was most happy to see Dr SteinkopfF,

and we were admitted. He looks in the

last stage of a consumption, every breath

returning with a cough ; but the attendants

did not seem much concerned, because he

had no fever, and is accustomed to similar

attacks. It occupied three hours to inspect

the whole Establishment—120 boys, 57

girls, either the children of condemned per-

sons, or themselves young criminals—29

Jews, 850 inhabitants, including superior

Attendants, Schoolmasters and Mistresses,

and Teachers of trades.

" The first thing that attracted our at-

tention was the good-humoured and re-

spectful confidence in the boys, who were

strolling about the place—an uncommonly

healthy, fine set of children. Each class

aseembles in a private room : the Master

sits with them, dines with them, and at

night sleeps at the head of his class. A
few children, under three years old, were

usefully employed, and as happy as possi-
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ble, shelling berries, which supply the place

of coffee. Dr Steinkopff examined the boys,

and was surprised at the clearness of their

answers, as well as at the deep feeling of

piety evident in the countenances of several

of them. As we entered one room he ask-

ed the Master, ' Who are these ?"" Eight

or nine boys all looked at him immediately,

and, with animated countenances, answered

for themselves, that they hoped to become

Missionaries, to go and instruct the hea-

then. As Dr S. explained to them the

duties and difficulties of a Missionary ""s life,

they seemed fully sensible of the solemnity

and responsibility of the vocation ; but, with

true boyish ardour, would not give up their

aim. We could not help smiling at their

young zeal, and they were very ready to

smile too. The Count has selected a fev/

of the best talented and most promising dis-

positions, and has commenced giving them

a superior education : if they turn out ac-

cording to his wishes, he will pursue the

plan, and bring them up for the ministry.

The girls were more reserved ; and, like

English children, would not speak to us.
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We saw various trades carrying on with as

much activity as if the livelihood of the

Master depended upon the profit gained by

them. In the Tailors' room, I remarked

several were men. I was told that many

good young men, from Elbersfeld and Dus-

seldorf, who have no money to spare, give

a week of their time, now and then, to come

and work for the Institution, and to assist

in teaching the boys. They sleep and eat

with the children ; so, in fact, it costs them

nothing—only they give up their wages.

" There is a distillery for eau de Co-

logne, another for vinegar, a grinding mill,

which supplies almost the whole city of

Dusseldorf with flour, a very large carpen-

ter's shop, shoemaking, a smithery, fat ba-

con prepared for the market, and many

others,—I really forget what. Agriculture

is practically taught, by their keeping in

cultivation the large estate round the house.

This was formerly a Trappist monastery.

Over the entrance-gate is written, ' To him

will I look who is of a humble and contrite

mind, and trerableth at my word.' At the

door of the house is a box with this inscrip-

1

<
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tion—* Blessed is he that considereth the

poor.' One boy was carried on the shoul-

ders of another, having lost both his feet

:

his mother had brought him up to beg;

and so great was his inclination to that way

of life, that three times he had run away

from the Institution, and returned of his

own accord when other resources failed.

The last time, he had brought himself to

such a state of misery, that he had passed

two nights without food, in the snow, and

was found frozen. He was removed to an

hospital, and recovered, but with the loss

of both his feet : now he is reformed, and

the Count finds he is not v/ithout natural

abilities : he is industrious, and does some

work cleverly. One large room is a shop and

general wardrobe for the Institution. La-

dies in the neighbourhood make ornamental

things, and send them there to be sold. A
Princess of Prussia had embroidered a beau-

tiful bell-rope: had there been a pair, I

should have bought them for * * * *
: in

this country there is only one, hanging by

the door of the room. I bought six nap-

kins, woven by the converted Jews ; and a
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portrait of the Count, but it does not do

him justice : no picture could ; his expres-

sion varies every moment—one of the finest

physiognomies I ever saw. Anne says his

eyes are like those of St John, by Domini-

chino : there is more of humility and digni-

ty blended together in their expression, than

I ever saw in any individual. Whilst we

were examining the things in the shop,

and making some purchases, music struck

up ; and going to the window, we saw four-

teen wind instruments, in good tune and

time. When their performance was ended,

Dr Steinkopff asked for singing; more

children seemed to spring up out of the

ground ; they formed, with some of the

Jews, several parts ; and sung, most beauti-

fully, a hymn, every verse ending with

* Jesus Christ is our Redeemer.'' A large

party of the inhabitants soon assembled

round the performers, and appeared as de-

vout as at a Moravian singing meeting. A
kind clergyman translated the words for me.

You cannot guess at the effect of the whole

scene; knowing that each individual had

been rescued from the worst dregs of socie-
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ty among Jews and Gentiles ; and consider-

ing, likewise, the youth, elegance, and self-

denying dcvotedness of their friend and

father, the Count ; particularly, when add-

ed to his tender health, which alone might

have excused a life of inactivity :—it was

almost too much even for English unsenti-

mental feelings. Some time after, martial

music announced the dinner hour ; and

they were all seen marching in perfectly

soldier-like style, (except as to their coun-

tenances, which exhibited a concentration

of noiseless merriment,) under the conduct

of a Prussian officer, who has left the army,

and now assists Count Von der Recke in

his labours of love. When the little troop

were arranged at the dinner tables, we went

to look at them : a tub four feet in diameter

was the only dish : this was frequently re-

plenished with pails of vegetables chopped

and stewed, many potatoes among them,

and very little meat. They were all help-

ed as often as they chose : indeed, the ex-

treme healthiness of the children shows

their diet must be both wholesome and

plentiful : we saw nothing like a gloomy or

discontented countenance, I almost fear
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the Count has more upon him than one

brain and one set of nerves can possibly go

through. Such activity and regularity in

all these various departments must proceed

entirely from the capability of the main-

spring. The design is truly benevolent;

but it requires so much money to carry it

on, that he is frequently overwhelmed with

the difficulties of his situation : now and

then, he is at a terrible pinch, for want of

money. Dr Steinkopff gave him twenty

Napoleons: he smiled with delight, and

owned he was in peculiar need just at that

time. So he must always be ; for, not con-

tented with so many irons in the fire as he al-

ready has, he is building very largely for the

reception of Jewish proselytes. It does not

do to mix such persons with the children,

and hitherto he has had very small accom-

modation for the Jews. He has managed

happily with respect to employment : they

must z^7orA;ratherhard, which is a good thing

;

thereby avoiding the danger of temptingthem

to embrace Christianity for the sake of gain,

at the same time not leaving them to perishfor

want because they have become Christians:

they can, in his Institution, support them-

I
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selves comfortably, and find good Christian

friends who will help them forward. Some

Jews went to London, because they thought

Count Von der Reckc made them work too

hard : they soon, however, repented, and

went back, and he received them very kind-

After this, we beg to present our read-

ers with the Count's statement of his pro-

gress towards the close of 1826, as com-

municated to the Ladies' Society, Edin-

burgh. His necessities were great, as the

above letters show, but the providence of

God had always hitherto supplied them,

and that often by unlooked-for methods, at

the most urgent moments, and even the

slender aid sent him from Scotland, he

numbered as none of the least of the Lord's

providential mercies.—" Dear Friends in

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, I can-

not sufficiently praise and thank the God
of truth, whose mercy knows no bounds,

who requites us not according to our sins,

but regards us according to his righteous-

ness; yea, who does more, inexpressibly

more, than we can ask or think. I would
X
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also offer to you, dear friend, the most cor-^

dial thanks for your kind letter, with the

inclosed bill, £4iO, which came safe to

hand. Blessed be the name of the Lord,

who is so full of compassion, and has so

graciously looked down upon our work, and

in faithfulness has given us his blessing,

without which all is vain and impossible,

and caused our labours to prosper, particu-

larly among the sons of Israel, during the

past year.

" His worthy servant, the Rev. M.
Schmidt, has bee.i assiduous and prosper-

ous in his labours, as is evidenced by the

new lives which many of the proselytes have

been led to live under his instructions, eight

of whom we had the pleasure of seeing on

Whitsunday last, received by baptism into

Christian fellowship. Some of these while

here had learned trades, and were about to

leave the Institution ; ten were weavers and

one a joiner. They continued for some

time in our neighbourhood working, but

have now returned to their own country,

Poland, to declare to their countrymen that

here they have been taught to know their
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only true Messiah and Redeemer. The
others are still with us, and by their con-

duct continue to glorify God.
" Besides these, we have had reason to

rejoice over another person, who, although

not a Jew, I cannot refrain from giving you

some account of, as I know you will rejoice

with us over one sinner who repents. An
African, Jean Baptisto, having embraced

the opportunity afforded within our walls

for Christian instruction, was within a short

time after his arrival laid on a sick-bed.

While he lay there, the Lord showed him

his own misery and his great mercy. He
confessed his sins unto the Saviour, and

professed to accept his perfect righteousness

wrought out for him, so that our minister

was constrained to say with the Apostle,

Who can forbid water that this man should

not be baptized.'* He then received holy

baptism with such joy, that all who wit-

nessed it gave thanks and were edified.

The Lord permitted him not to recover,

but soon took him to himself

" Thus far we have had the Lord''s pre-

sence often and visibly with us in the past
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year; and though we have experienced

many unfavourable circumstances in our

mercantile connections, and our necessity

has often been great and our difficulties

many—having three hundred and sixty

human beings daily to feed—yet can we an-

swer with the disciples when asked the ques-

tion, ' Lacked ye anything ?"*—
' Nothing,

Lord/ Of the colonists'* houses, begun last

year, three are inhabited, and a fourth is

roofed in: besides many single proselytes,

one family resides in them, and another

who arrived to day will soon take posses-

sion.

" My Orphan boys' Institution goes on

prosperously. I have been enabled this

year to rescue some children from a state of

the greatest misery ; and some of the older

boys who had learned trades, after being

confirmed at Whitsuntide, were permitted

to leave it. In regaid to teachers, the es-

tablishment has been greatly improved by

the addition of two able young men who

were invited here; and I am not without

the joyful hope that many teachers will be

sent from us into the heathen world. The
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school-house and hospital are considerably-

advanced, and next year will be roofed in ;

bat in these times when money is so scarce,

I am frequently straitened in proceeding

with them ; but I know it is agreeable to

the will of God, and I am persuaded he

will not cease to open hearts and hands both

near and afar off to help me !

" Continue, dear friends, to stretch out

your kind hands ! cause me to rejoice, and

drive me with ardent gratitude and praise

to the Lord. He will then give you fresh

opportunities to aid me, make us all to re-

joice in what is done, and like the apostle

of old, thank God and take courage. O !

let us not in this time of the Lord^s merci-

ful visitation cease to labour that many
may be brought to that salvation in Christ

which hath appeared to all men, that they

may be brought to give him their hearts, who

lias loved them with such an inexpressible

love. Intreat also for us that we may not

cease to watch and pray for our own salva-

tion ; that we may at all times be found

ready with oil in our lamps, that, after hav-

3
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ing shown many the way to enter the strait

gate, we may not find ourselves shut out."

Near the close of this year, a remarkable

instance of the power of the word of God's

grace occurred at Dusselthal.—A young

Jew who had been admitted into the Insti-

tution, had frequently, during divine ser-

vice, annoyed the assembled congregation

by his irreverent behaviour ; but one Sab-

bath in September, when the Rev. M.
Schmidt was led in his sermon to speak of

persons whose glory is in their shame, who

boast even of the crimes they have commit-

ted in cheating or defrauding their neigh-

bours, this individual became visibly affect-

ed, and fainted away. He was carried to

his bedroom. After the service was over,

the minister visited him, on seeing whom he

exclaimed, " I am lost—lost without reme-

dy.*" In the course of the conversation

which ensued, he confessed having cheated

a widow, whose clerk he had been, of one

thousand florins ; said that his whole life

had been a series of crimes; adding, that

even there he had continued in his wicked

course by assuming a false name after hav-
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ing robbed a sailor of his passport. The
minister did not palliate the guilt of the

penitent ; but, as he appeared to be of a

contrite heart, set forth the atoning power

of the blood and the death of the Redeem-

er, and encouraged him to seek pardon

through the Lamb of God, who taketh

away the sin of the world. Many days

elapsed, however, before he could derive

the least consolation for his oppressed mind.

At length he mentioned his real name, and

declared his intention of delivering himself

voluntarily into the hands of justice. The

Count dissuaded him from any such pro-

ceeding, but advised him to go to the per-

son he had defrauded, confess his oflPence,

and throw himself on her mercy. He did

so, and the lady generously at once forgave

him, and permitted him to return to the In-

stitution ; where, by the last accounts, he

was very industriously employed, with the

determination of repaying from the fruits of

his labour the loss he had occasioned by his

fraud

!

M. Treschow, who was at the Abbey

when this affecting incident occurred, ap-
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peared upon further acquaintance to get

better pleased with the Institution :

—

" I rejoice/' said he, in a letter written

from thence, " that the Institution still

goes on well ; thirty proselytes live in the

house by themselves, of whom sixteen are

baptized, and the others receiving Chris-

tian instruction. Every Jew who promises

to work and to submit to the laws of the

Institution is received. Some leave it after

a short trial ; but others, held by the invis-

ible power of electing grace, remain and

taste the good word of God ; and becoming

convinced of their lost state, obey the call

of the gospel, and believe in him who justi-

fies the ungodly. Several of the eight pro-

selytes who were baptized on Whitsunday,

came originally to Dusselthal with no other

intention than that of working for a short

time as journeymen, and were far from in-

tending to become Christians. A few of

them still remain in the Institution ; others

of them have left it to exercise their trades

in others places ; and all of them have con-

tinued to do honour to their profession by

their Christian conduct."
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The manner in which the initiatory

rite of the Christian church was adminis-

tered to the proselytes who were thought

worthy to receive it, was solemn and im-

pressive, and well calculated to produce a

beneficial effect upon those who, professing

an equal desire of renouncing Judaism for

Christianity, were present as spectators.

Foreign Protestants retain and hallow some

of the ancient festivals, which, although

we of Scotland have rejected as superstiti-

ous, they think tend to edification, and un-

doubtedly, were they universally observed

as they are at Dusselthal, and among the

Moravians, they would at least be as de-

fensible as the systematic desecration of

'' Pasch and Yule,*" so long prevalent in

Scotland ; the second day of Pentecost was

therefore selected, on which these first fruits

should be dedicated to the Lord. When it

arrived, many of the friends of the Institu-

tion assembled to partake with them in

that holy joy which these blessed tokens of

the certainty of Israel's coming conversion

were calculated to inspire.

After singing a hymn, the ministCT
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preached from 2 Cor. vi. 16. " Ye are

the temple of the living God, as God hath

said, I will dwell in them and walk in them,

and I will be their God, and they shall be

my people."" In his discourse he described

the church of Christ as a temple—spoke of

its foundation, its superstructure, its conse-

cration, and the services belonging to it.

After sermon, he prayed in an especial

manner for those who were that day to be

added to the Christian church, " that the

Lord would look down upon them with an

eye of love, breathe upon them with his Ho-

ly Spirit, and fill them with strength from

on high. He mformed the candidates that

it would be desirable that they should

make a confession of their faith before the

congregation, and this he thought would be

better done by one in name of the whole,

when one stood forward and made the fol-

lowing clear and decided recital of his be-

lief.—It is awfully affecting when read in

connection with the sequel, that some who,

with tears and sobs and every contrite emo-

tion, evinced the sincerity of their tempor-

ary convictions, yet went back and walked
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tio more with them. " I believe in God
the Father, the Almighty Maker of heaven

and earth, who by his all-powerful word

created and preserveth all things ; who, by

his immutable counsel, called me into being,

and from pure paternal divine mercy has

hitherto preserved me. He is my God who

dwells on high, and looks down on the low-

ly ; he understands my thoughts from afar,

beholds my ways, sees my depraved nature

derived from sinful Adam—an obstinate

rebel given up to the service of Satan.

And this I know from his revelation, and

the law which he has given us, and which,

alas ! I have not kept—This law testifies

against me, that condemnation was my de-

sert ; but out of his rich grace, God hath

made known the secret purpose he had be-

fore the foundation of the world, the mys-

tery of his love in Christ Jesus his Son,

who, though he knew no sin, was made sin

for us, that we, through faith in him, should

be accepted of the Father.

" I believe in Jesus Christ his Son, our

Lord, who was with the Father from the

beginning, and from love to us took on him
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our flesh and blood. I believe he is the

promised Seed of the woman, who is to

bruise the serpent's head ;—that he is the

seed of Abraham, in whom all nations of

the earth shall be blessed—the Star from

Jacob— the great Prophet promised by

Moses—he that should make known the will

of his Father on the earth— the eternal

Melchizedek—the Holy One of Israel, who

saw no corruption—he who ascended up on

high, and led captivity captive—Jesus, the

Prince of Peace, promised by Isaiah—the

good Shepherd, who carries the lambs in

his bosom, and gives to them eternal life

—

David's Branch or Stem, who, though he

grew as a root out of dry ground, yet many

nations shall be sprinkled with his blood,

and great kings shall come and bow the knee

to this Immanuel—the Angel of the Cove-

nant, as Malachi calls him, whose goings

out have been, according to Micah, from

everlasting to everlasting.

" I believe Jesus Christ to be true God
and true man, born of a virgin. He is my
Lord, and has redeemcfi me, a poor lost

jnan, having taken my sins on him, that I
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might have peace, and made himself an of-

fering for sin, and by his body on the tree

hath forever blotted out the hand-writing

that was against us, taking it out of the

way, nailing it to his cross,—who hath re-

deemed me from death, and from him who

had the power of death, that is the devil

;

and has also for me, with his precious blood

entered once into the holiest of all, and pro-

cured eternal salvation.

" I adore that great mystery, that He
who had all glory with the Father, should

resolve to be born of a woman, and live

thirty-three years among men in poverty

and contempt. I wonder, and my reason

cannot comprehend it, though it is true,

that he was born of Mary, a Jewish virgin,

of David's line, in the reign of the Emperor

Augustus ; and though he had done no

evil, he suffered under Pontius Pilate, and,

as accursed, was hanged on a tree—that he

died and was buried—that he rose again to

show that he had gotten the victory over

sin and the devil—that he ascended into

heaven, and, as the eternal King, sat down

upon the right hand of the Majesty on high.
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that all tongues might confess that Jesus

Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Fa-

ther. From heaven he looks on all that

dwell on the earth—from his throne he

perceives and bends the hearts of all beings,

principalities and powers—combats for his

church, and rules over his enemies ;—from

above he gave his apostles power to perform

miracles, keeping them under his Almighty

care and protection, so that they could han-

dle serpents and adders, and drink poison,

without receiving any injury.

" From his holy habitation he sent them

the Comforter, the Spirit of truth that pro-

ceedeth from the Father and the Son. He
also now gives the same Spirit to all who

ask him. This Spirit testifies of the Lord,

and glorifies the Son of God on the earth.

By his Spirit he instructs his messengers

and teachers to explain the holy Scriptures

and to proclaim the gospel of peace. It is

the Spirit who, by the word of God, ear-

nestly and powerfully calls on all who have

gone astray—enlightens, sanctifies and pre-

serves them in Christ Jesus. He hath also

by the gospel enlightened my darkened un-
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derstanding, implanted faith in my heart,

broken the power of sin, and called me to

eternal life. This same Spirit witnesseth

with my Spirit that I am in Christ a child of

God—he assures me, and all believing souls,

of the forgiveness of our sins, and makes in-

tercession for us, with groanings which can-

not be uttered. Oh ! the depth of the know-

ledge and wisdom of God, how unsearchable

are his ways ! who hath been his counsellor ?

who hath given to him, and it shall be recom-

penced to him again ? for of him, and to him,

and through him, are all things. Through

grace he has saved me—from pure mercy he

reckons to me the righteousness and merits

of his Son— has restored to me the lost

image, and has given to me again the adop-

tion and the inheritance ! therefore I give

myself to him, as his property, to live to

him, and to serve him, and to obey him.

My body, my soul, and all my powers, I

devote to him, and I hope that neither life

nor death, things present or things to come,

shall ever separate me from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus. Yes, he shall re-

deem me from all evil, and preserve me
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through my pilgrimage to that day when he

shall come to judge the quick and the dead,

and shall raise me and all who believe on

him to eternal life, clothe me with his glo-

ry, and give me an incorruptible inheri-

tance. In this hope I feel already joyful

and happy—strengthened by the Holy Spi-

rit, shall go on conquering and to conquer,

and cheerfully go through the dark valley

of the shadow of death, to be with the Lord

forever ! Amen."

When the proselyte had finished this re-

markable confession, the minister, address-

ing himself to the whole eight candidates,

asked, " Is it your firm conviction—do

you indeed believe, that Jesus of Nazareth

is the promised Messiah ; and that through

his life and death there is forgiveness of sins,

and that there is no other name given a-

mong men whereby we can be saved.'*"

The whole answered. Yes !
" Will you at

all times confess this belief, and never be

ashamed of the crucified Jesus, and be joy-

ful in suffering and tribulation for his

name's sake.'*" Yes! "Do you acknow-

ledge the Scriptures to be the only rule of
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your faith and practice ?" Yes ! "Will

you never separate from the evangelical

church, so long as she continues to walk

by this rule ?'' No ! never ! Then, turning

to the congregation, the minister said, "Now,

who can forbid water that these should not

be baptized?'"* and after a short and emphatic

pause, he addressed the individual candi-

dates, " Come near, my beloved ; thou art

come from a distance to us; you were trained

to observe the traditions of the Talmud ; but

as your reason expanded, you perceived the

contradictions and absurdities contained in

it ; you began to doubt their divine origin

and to inquire further—thus the fabric of

error was destroyed. But where was an-

other foundation to be found ? AU shook

under thy feet. Thou hadst broken the

chain of superstition ; but the fetters of

thine own lusts, and the bands of unbelief

enclosed thee. The Lord sent thee a mes-

senger, the excellent missionary Moritz;

his exhortations kindled a spark of divine

light in thy soul, but the world hurried

thee back, and for a time it seemed extin-

guished. Again it was revived, and thou

I ^ 3



258 DUSSELTHAL ABBEY.

sawest the lost circumstances thou wast in,

and that some change was needful. You
had various journeyings and struggles, but

the Lord has hitherto brought you safe

through all ; and now the hour is arrived

when you are publicly to commit yourselves

into his faithful hands, and openly declare

yourselves on his side.—Behold ! he is near

to embrace you in love. Open your heart

to him that he may purify it and consecrate

it as his abode ! I now receive thee into

the bosom of the evangelical church, and

baptize thee in the name of the Father,

Son and Holy Ghost." He then adminis-

tered the ordinance, saying, " In this im-

portant hour, I give you to meditate on

Rev. ii. 10. Be thou faithful unto the

death, and I will give thee a crown of life.""

All the addresses to the others were equally

appropriate, and to each he gave a text to

meditate upon ; but our limits forbid their

insertion.

On 16th December 1826, the Count was

united to a young Silesian lady. Countess

Matilda Von Pseil—a partner and com-

panion, who, entertaining the same reli-
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gious views with himself, entered with

cheerfulness into all his plans, and co-oper-

ated with, and supported him in every

scheme of benevolence.

Happy now in his conjugal relation, the

Count reasonably looked forward to the

agreeable lightening of his cares by so suit-

able a companion ; but the Lord had only

prepared an help-meet for him to comfort

him in the trials upon which he was about to

enter, and aid him in the difficulties he was

soon to encounter.
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CHAPTER XII.

Embarassments of the Count—the Jewish prose-

lytes desert.—Colony for adults—remarks.

—

He directs his attention to children.—Contri-
butions arrive providentially—His gratitude.

—

State of the Jewish children.—His Orphan
Asylum prosperous.—Christmas feast at JDus-

selthal.—Remarkable recovery of his daughter
—his own illness.—His wife's exertions—dairy

—opportune relief.— Establishes a printing-

press—his publications.—^Anecdotes.

During 1827, the clouds began to gather

around Dusselthal Abbey. In the begin-

ning of 1828, the tempest burst with fury

on their heads. The Count had considera-

bly enlarged his buildings for the reception

of numerous additions to his Jewish In-

stitution, which appears to have excited the

indignation of his popish neighbours, and in-

sinuations were industriously spread against

his proceedings, as extravagant and foohsh.

The former year he was enabled to finish

without much embarassment, and in his let-

ter to the Ladies' Society, Edinburgh, says,

" The great sums required for my buildings

often discourages me, but the Lord does

not suffer we to despair, and tQ-day I must
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confess he has been at all times graciously

near me, and has never failed us in our ne-

cessity." But the next year had almost

overwhelmed him. Some of his assistants,

whose hearts failed, deserted him, and gave

currency to a report that the Institution

was bankrupt ; immediately numbers with-

drew their aid, and all who had any claims

rushed to demand payment. In addition

to his other pressures, the season was un-

favourable ; the price of corn rose high, and

to avoid a scarcity, he had laid in a consi-

derable stock, the bills for which became

due, and his funds were exhausted. These

distressing circumstances were aggravated

by the conduct of the Jewish proselytes,

who, conceiving they had nothing more to

expect in the way of temporal support, in

spite of all expostulations and explanations,

hastened to leave a place, the financial dif-

ficulties of which they deemed insurmount-

able; thus displaying the motives which

had led many of them to embrace the pro-

fession of Christianity. About the same

time the Prussian government forwarded an

order that the Jewish proselyte Institution
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should be separated from the Christian, and

the Count not having the means of erecting

any other establishment than Dusselthal,

was obliged to break up the Institution for

adult Jews, and disperse the colony, or

more properly speaking, to allow them to

disperse themselves.

Every thing in the history of the Israel-

ites is remarkable, aad nothing more so

than their continued existence as a separate

people in the midst of all the nations among

whom they have been scattered, distinct

and imperishable. While of the Assyrian,

Grecian, and Roman powers, the shades of

their mighty names alone remain; their

empires have passed away like a troubled

dream, and their remembrance serves now

chiefly to illustrate and confiim the prophe-

tic visions that foretold their doom. But the

Jewish tribes are reserved for a higher des-

tiny, and when the times of the Gentiles

shall be fulfilled, the promises of God shall

be as gloriously accomplished, as his threat-

enings have now for upwards of eighteen

hundred years been awfully executed. Till

the appointed time, however, gathering the
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dispersed of Israel into one must be fruit-

less : and it is not undeserving of observa-

tion, that every attempt even to allocate

them as collective bodies has hitherto failed.

No plan was ever apparently more wisely

devised, more prudently conducted, nor

promised better for inducing Jews to settle

comfortably together, than Count Von der

Recke's Institution at Dusselthal ; but as a

permanent colony he was forced, in the pro-

vidence of God, to abandon it at the very

moment when, in all human probability, he

was on the eve of its accomplishment.

But in doing so with a sort heart, he did

not abandon, nor has he yet abandoned his

exertions or his wishes for the salvation of

the children of Abraham, though his hopes

of success among the adult Jews are not so

sanguine as they once were ; and, therefore,

he now more especially was led to direct his

attention to the children. " When these

are taken," he remarks, " at an early age

from their parents, and educated among

Christian children, we may rationally in-

dulge the hope of our soon seeing them

living and active members of the Great
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Head. The very painful experience we

have had of the impropriety of the motives

of the Jewish grown-up proselytes, of the

changeableness of their employments, of

their drawing back even after baptism, and

their conduct so little worthy of Christian-

ity ; all these considerations weigh with me
to remit a little in my exertions for Israel.

Even some, who for many years have pro-

fessed the gospel and walked agreeably to

it, begin to grow cold in their love, and to

be more conformed to the world, so that

with pain and grief I perceive that it is not

yet the time when Israel shall taste the

peace that is in Christ ; and we must yet

wait for a far greater outpouring of the

Spirit before we hear a rattling among the

dry bones of the house of Israel. As Lu-

ther long ago directed his hopes to the

young, so I believe it is only from them we

can look for fruit.""—Such were the Count's

reflections under the immediate pressure of

anguish at the breaking up of his proselyte

Institution, which had so long been a fa-

vourite object with him. But this was not

the only distress which it occasioned ;—he
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had been involved in great expense upon

their account ; now all who had contributed

for the purpose of christianizing the Jews,

supposing that object wholly at an end,

threatened to contribute no more, especially

as base reports were circulated by the re-

creant proselytes, that money collected for

them had been applied to other purposes

:

and to be overwhelmed with debt and oblo-

quy, appeared to be the only return that

this excellent man was to receive for all his

benevolent exertions—the waves and bil-

lows of affliction passed over him ; but he

whose voice the winds and waves obey did

not allow him to sink under them.

Contributions arrived from several parts

of England just at the time of his extremi-

ty, and among others a small donation of

£20 from the Edinburgh Ladies' Society,

and shortly after another of £15, in ac-

knowledging which, he says, " The infinite-

ly gracious and ever faithful God provided

this supply at the very time I most wanted

it, thus filling my mind with gratitude, and

my mouth with praise ; indeed, by this pro-

vidential help I feel my faith much strength-
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ened and my confidence increased. O

!

how wonderful is God's lov^e and goodness !

far surpassing man's feeble comprehension,

and far exceeding all his powers of utter-

ance ; his mercies are new every morning

;

great is his faithfulness—one blessing suc-

ceeds another. It is, indeed, a most bless-

ed and happy state to live by faith, and

daily, by the grace of God, to experience

that we are what we are. Whether he may
chasten, or cause the light of his counten-

ance to shine upon us, we shall receive a

blessing. O ! that we might have the eyes

of the understanding opened, to perceive

and comprehend the wise and gracious de-

signs of providence ; we should then become

as grateful to him for distress and sorrow

as for joy and deliverance ; if he visit us

with trouble surely it must be good for us,

and he sends it to be more glorified in our

deliverance.""

Though partially relieved, he continued

still under considerable embarassment ; the

great number of orphans who looked to him

for shelter, food and raiment, required a

constant supply, so that when his daily ex-
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penditure became burdened with any addi-

tional unexpected load, or the withdraw-

ment of any of his accustomed resources

lessened his means, or when both occurred,

as in the present case, an accumulation of

debt became inevitable, and the pressure

and anxiety to an honest mind would have

been intolerable, but for that principle of

holy confidence which enabled this young

nobleman to roll all his care upon the

Lord, knowing that it was his own cause.

When, therefore, he saw a prospect of re-

lief, his gratitude and praise succeeded his

exercise of faith and prayer. The follow-

ing letter, written to the lady who acted as

secretary to the Edinburgh Ladies' Society,

beautifully exemplifies these his feelings,

when the clouds began to dissipate, and the

break in the sky promised a fairer day. It

is dated 9th Jan. 1829. " Dearly beloved

Sister in Christ, A severe cold has pre-

vented me from expressing to you sooner

my warmest thanks for your kind letter,

and the enclosed bill for d^40, which I re-

ceived with the most lively feelings of de-

votion and gratitude, and these feehngs
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have been greatly heightened by the reflec-

tion, that it has been so often the subject

of my prayers in the past year, that I might

altogether receive as much as would enable

me to discharge the debt that so heavily

pressed me. The grace and faithfulness

of my Saviour is indescribable ; he, of his

divine mercy continues to hear my sighs

and prayers, and blesses the work of my
weak hands. O ! I find all words too cold to

praise him, and it grieves me that I do not

more ardently love him. Yes ! my dear

friend, help me to praise him for the won-

ders of his goodness in what he has done

by you and others for me and my poor or-

phans, and pray for us that we may learn

to prize his mercy more and more, and

make it profitable to our salvation. Could

you have witnessed the joy the sight of

your letter and its inclosure gave me, my
wife, and my dear brother, who had been a

short time absent ! It was an evening—our

mouths could not cease giving praise and

thanks to our blessed Lord, who had done

such wonders of mercy for us ; and our

souls, though in much weakness, continued
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to pour out thanksgivings and prayers for

all our dear benefactors. It is indeed im-

perative on us to commend them to the

gracious fatherly care of our God, and

gladly would we, from a feeling of grati-

tude, bring them all to the faithful Media-

tor, whose love was so great, as to bleed

and die for us.

" You wish, my dear friend, to know

something of the Jewish children here : we

have six at present ; one who is doubtful, he

talks of a wood where he lost his mother

;

but his appearance, as well as his evil ha-

bits and propensities, show him to be of

Jewish extraction ; he is between eleven

and twelve, and has chosen the business of

a gardener, for which he seems to have a

taste and capacity to learn.—Another very

promising boy was brought by his mother,

who is a Jewess, that he might become a

Christian. He has a good understanding,

amiable dispositions, and seems to have a

predilection for any business that requires

mind. The Roman Catholics persuaded

his mother that he should become a Roman
Catholic, and as she is ignorant of the truth

3
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herself, she does not know what to do ; in

the meantime I have refused to give per-

mission to the dear youth to go away, and I

hope she will change her mind.—But, alas !

I had a great trial with a dear child, who

was torn from me by the command of the

government, because his parents were out-

laws. He came to me when he was six

years old, and from prejudice shut his ears

from the truth, but afterwards they were

remarkably opened, and he constantly read

the Scriptures. The little thing wept bit-

terly as he was taken away, and knelt down

with me while I prayed that the Lord would

preserve him in the truth: he vowed he

would be a disciple of Jesus. He was not

baptized, although he very earnestly desir-

ed it, but it could not be done without the

permission of the government to which he

belonged, as he was not fourteen years of

age.—On the day after Christmas I receiv-

ed a boy born in Russia, brought to me by

his father, because he knew not how to sup-

port him. The child is nine years of age,

and has nothing remarkable except the or-

dinary Jewish propensities.—I have three
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girls of the family of Wolff, from Ham-
burgh, who, although Jews themselves,

wish their children to be Christians. They

are very attentive, although I cannot say

that their minds are in any way impressed

by religion, yet they do not seem altogether

void of Christian feehng.—Two young

Jews who were baptized here in August

last, were examined by our dear pastor, and

answered to the edification of all present

:

one of them is still with us, and is a gla-

zier ; the other is gone to Berlin to learn

the business of a confectioner. There is

still one Jewish family here ; they are very

poor, and greatly in debt. The man is a

thresher, but, like all Jews, he is not will-

ing to work, preferring to wander up and

down the country : he despises the Lord.

The woman is a Christian, and industri-

ous ; they have one child that attends

school. You wish to know also what the

reason was of the government separating

the Proselyte Institution from the children.

It was alleged to us that the government

found the proselytes had an injurious influ-

ence on the children. But whether it pro-
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ceeded from the existing enmity to the con-

version ofthe Jews, orfrom perceiving a want

of serious upright principle among the a-

dults, I know not ; this, however, I know,

whatever was the cause, I find instructing the

children much more pleasant, and the pros-

pect of success much more likely, as I reckon

thehalf ofmy labours with the grown up Jews

in vain ; and to my sad experience I have

reason to doubt the sincerity of the greater

part ;—few, indeed, remain faithful ! I

doubt not the Lord will continue to open

hearts in Edinburgh for me and my poor

children, because he knows we need their

love ; although we be most unworthy, it is

good for us his mercy is so inexpressibly

great. I beg you will express to the dear

Ladies the grateful feelings of our hearts

;

thousand thousand thanks for all their kind-

ness—the Lord be their rich reward."

Shortly after the above account, six more

Jewish children were brought to Dussel-

thal by their parents, w^ho were from Bo-

hemia ; they were described as all remark-

ably beautiful, four girls and two boys : in

the month of August, the parents and
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children were received into the Christian

church by baptism.

While the Jewish Proselyte Institution

was occasioning the Count such exquisite

distress, his Orphan Asylum was the source

of much comfort : a strong feeling of sym-

pathy was excited among the pious Chris-

tians in his neighbourhood by the difficulties

with which they saw him so nobly contend-

ing, and as a mark of respect and affection, it

was resolved to compliment him with materi-

als for affording the inmates of the Abbey a

grand fete upon the ensuing Christmas.

Having given an account of the or-

dinary occupations of Dusselthal from two

eye-witnesses, we think our readers will

be delighted with us to follow this interest-

ing community into their enjoyments upon

one of their high festivals. The account is

a translation of the narrative of one who was

a visitor on the occasion. " A friendly re-

quest announced to me that a Christmas

feast was to be held among the poor orphans

at Dusselthal, and I longed to be among

them, and with them to rejoice in the

ciiEisTMAS TREE abovc and below. The
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wind raged and the rain poured, and na-

ture, by her inhospitable frown, seemed to

reprove the indifference of Christians, who

celebrate this as they do any common
holiday. My heart, often tho seat of in-

ward storms, sighed after quiet, and the en-

joyment of an inward and outward solemn

festival, which I hoped to find at Dussel-

thal, rather than in the mirth of a noisy fa-

mily. My horses quickly traversed the

mountains, heedless of the black clouds that,

driven by the storm, discharged their tor-

rents on our heads. The veiled sun had

finished the short day as we descended the

last hill, and many scattered lights twink-

ling through the gloom pointed out Rhine-

vale, which we soon reached, and not long

after I rung the bell at the gate of the Ab-

bey. I was kindly received by the dear in-

mates, and in the hospitable circle found

rest and refreshment for my weary and be-

numbed limbs, and delightful employment

in being permitted to share their cares and

labours of love.

" The sacred evening appointed for the

children's feast had now arrived, and one
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could see joy depicted on every counte-

nance. Some strangers who, notwithstand-

ing the tempestuous weather, had come, Hke

myself, from a distance, were walking in the

large hall when I entered, in which were

the superintendent of the Institution and

his excellent lady, busied, with some active

assistants, in decorating the place, and divid-

ing, and marking, and laying in order the

many gifts, which were all carefully exam-

ined, to see that every child should receive

his proper portion. The " Christmas tree"

was then set up, adorned with lights, cakes,

and golden apples, as the symbol of the

tree of life, which, gloriously shining in

paradise, cannot be without fruit. When
the preparations were finished, the hall ap-

peared most splendidly inviting. Directly

opposite the door stood the sparkling tree,

and on both sides by the walls were placed

benches, which reached to the door. On
these benches the gifts of edibles were

ranged in shining pewter plates, and be-

hind and near them, the more durable and

necessary presents were beautifully display-

ed ; at every dish a wax taper was set. In
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the direction of the door to the tree, was a

long table, with lights, for the male and fe-

male teachers, and the other female domes-

tics, who, according to the custom of the

country, received presents on the Christmas

feast ; this also, handsomely decorated, in-

creased the imposing coup cT osil which

struck every one as they entered. All was

lighted up ! and immediately the pattering

steps of the children were heard nearer and

nearer as they ascended the staircase, when

the doors opening suddenly, the little girls

appeared quite dazzled by the splendour of

the scene, as they were led up the passage,

two and two, by their teachers. The boys

followed in the same order, and joy beamed

on every countenance as they turned their

side-looks towards the glittering benches.

Afterwards the whole were marched round

the hall, and when every one had come op-

posite the plates marked with their names,

they were halted, and each stepped into his

appointed place with unrestrained expres-

sions of delight. Nearest th& Christmas

tree, on the right, were ranged the smallest

boys, and on the left the smallest girls ; the
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sizes of both gradually enlarging in their

ranks, till they ended with the tallest next

the door. In this arrangement I found a-

gain a lovely exhibition of the truth that

the little ones are nearest the heart of Je-

sus— * He carries the lambs in his bosom,'

while the greatest must all in the same way

arrive at the same blessed point.

" The joy of the children on taking pos-

session of the gifts on their respective plates

was unbounded, far exceeding that of the

children of the rich, when filled with expen-

sive or superfluous sweatmeats; yet they

had only what was provided for them by

generous love for this purpose—a simple

crown of Corinthian bread, a honey-cake,

apples, nuts and chesnuts ; the more use-

ful and durable articles were pens, pencils,

knives, copy-books, caps, gloves, stockings,

linen for shifts, and new clothes. The elder

boys had blue linen for frocks, and spades

and grubbers for garden and field labour

;

the elder girls, materials for knitting, cloth,

and winter clothes ; the little ones got each

a beautiful dressed doll, which the ladies of

Dusseldorf had sent to be distributed; it

A
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was charming to see with what transport

they hugged the pretty babies in their

arms, and pressed them to their bosoms as

their new companions

!

" When the Count and his excellent con-

sort had seen that all the children had been

properly attended to, they left them to en-

joy themselves, and retired with their com-

pany to piartake of a refreshment, tea and

Corinthian bread. By degrees the lights

burned down and the loud joy turned into

calm pleasing quiet, when one of the teach-

ers collected around him a number of the

boys who had been thoroughly instructed

in music, and with their books in their

hands they sung in full chorus a hymn to a

fine air in reference to the feast, which pro-

duced a wonderful effect, and spread a still

seriousness over the late joyous apartment.

To improve this hallowed moment, the

preacher of the Institution walked into

the midst, and in the most affectionate

and simple manner called the children's

attention to the great love of those who

had united far and near to prepare this

feast for them, aud showed the duties
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of gratitude, love and prayer for their

benefactors, which they owed for their

goodness—next, passing from the outward

to the true and spiritual meaning of the

feast, he earnestly directed every one to

those things that are above ; and then con-

descending to the children, he spoke out of

the fulness of a heart truly affected by the

necessity and blessedness of having a part

in the appearing of the Lord—that as he

was born in a stable at Bethlehem, so must

he also be born in our hearts ; that we must

bear his image ; and as we increase in years,

"we must, like him, increase in the favour of

God. He concluded his affectionate ex-

hortation by prayer, expressive of sincere

gratitude for the grace that God had

hitherto shown them, and implored that

this grace might be further poured into the

hearts of the children and all connected

with the Institution—more especially he

remembered their benefactors. Never did

I listen to such a powerful impressive in-

tercession : the very place where we stood

seemed to be moved while it passed over us

to heaven. Oh ! ye dear benefactors far
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and near, had it been possible for you

to have listened to such an intercession,

you would have required no other stimulus

to excite you to take a part in this work so

evidently of God. When Amen had been

pronounced, the whole assembly joined in

that noble hymn. ' Now let all praise God.**

This finished, the preacher pronounced the

blessing, and again exhorted every one to

consider the love of Christ.

" The enchanting splendour of the scene

had now faded into grave twilight, and the

dying tapers, trembling in their sockets,

warned us of the transitory perishing na-

ture of all earthly feasts and enjoyments.

The young ones, laden with their treasures,

withdrew to their chambers, and were soon

inclosed in the arms of sleep. We who

were old spent the evening in contempla-

tion, and to a late hour in m.any a little

chamber the dim light showed that the in-

habitant, in watching and prayer, welcomed

the anniversary of the Saviour's birth

—

when perhaps an echo of the jubilee song

of the heavenly host might animate his heart

with a foretaste of eternal joy ! The next
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two days were rich in spiritual blessings.

Four admirable sermons were preached

from the evangelists and epistles, accom-

panied by hymns by the boys in full choir,

calculated to excite, both in the children

and those more advanced in life, sentiments

of the most exalted piety and love to Him
who had so loved us as to become a child

for our sakes. The evening of the second

day was particularly interesting to me,

when a divine, a good steward of the mani-

fold grace of God, brought out of his trea-

sure things new and old, and imparted to

us a beautifully connected narrative of

what the holy Scriptures relate, and what

has occurred to some of the fathers of our

church on the subject of the birth and death

of the Lord.

" So passed the day of the feast, and with

it the time allotedfor my visit—now nothing

remains but a feeble recollection : I shall,

however, be delighted in recalling the time,

and in my distant home often turn my eye

towards Dusselthal, and unite my prayers

with the sighs of the labourers there, until I

perhaps soon lay down my earthly taber-

3
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nacle in the dust, and enter the feast of

eternal joy. But who gave the Christmas

feast.'' Not the Count; the dear man is

glad when, by the kindness of the Lord, he

is able to supply in their proper time the

necessary wants of the Institution. He al-

lowed the children this entertainment with

all his heart, and as a good father rejoiced

with them : he did not however properly

contrive or prepare the feast, but a lady,

whose name will be found in the book of

life, who in old age, without children and

without riches, has by her acquaintance

with Dusselthal become a rich mother of

orphans; for though she herself had no

wealth, the Lord knew this, and he gave

her courage to present her requests to some

who were likeminded, and she succeeded so

far beyond expectation, that she was able

to provide a feast for one hundred and

seventy children at Dusselthal, and fifty-

eight little boys at Overdyke, with their

teachers. I think how often she must in

her lonely chamber fall on her face before

the Lord, and pour out a sincere prayer

on her dear helpers f

\
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** In the midst of the joyful throng one

being walked about—it was she who origin-

ated the whole ; and O ! what inexpressible

feelings must have filled her breast and

moved her beneficent heart. We may

suppose it similar to that joy that awaits

her when she shall be invited to the great

feast and the mansion provided for her

—

when she shall find that every cup of cold

water given to the poor from love to the

Lord shall be repaid with precious and

eternal gifts of grace !''

As the Count's more severe pecuniary

distresses were alleviated in the year 1830,

it pleased the Lord to visit him with family

affliction. During almost the whole sum-

mer he was confined to bed, and his wife

and daughter were also seized with sickness.

At one time he was not expected to recover,

but the Lord mercifully restored him, and

his infant daghter Mary was also so ill that

Ijer life was despaired of She had grown a

lovely child, and at that enchanting period

of life, around which the tenderest fibres of

the human heart entwine, she discovered

the most amiable dispositions; and what
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endeared her above all to her parents, was

the impression which love to her Saviour

seemed already to have made on her mind.

She could not go to sleep till she had said

her prayers. In the evening she would

come to her father, and ask him to pray to

Jesus with her ; and in the morning, as

soon as she awoke, her first words were us-

ually, " Father, pray !"" nor would she taste

any thing till, folding her little hands, and

shutting her mild blue eyes, she asked a

blessing. When the Bible was read, she

sat still and was all attention ; and though

she could not read, was delighted to decy-

pher the name of Jesus. That such an in-

fant should be dearly, perhaps too dearly

beloved, is not strange. But the Lord will

allow his people to have no idols. The

sweet little Mary was sick and nigh unto

death, and after long languishing her father

and mother lost all hope of her recovery.

Then, one day as they were praying to be

loosed from her, and giving her soul back

into the hands of her Saviour, as they be-

lieved, she opened her eyes, and the Lord

was pleased to restore the dear child, and
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deliver her again to her parents ; on which

the Count remarks, after expressing his

thankfulness for her recovery, " I esteem

my children not only as a gracious gift from

the Lord, but as a talent that I must re-

turn to him with usury.'''

Rumours of war now began to occasion

considerable alarm, and an immediate rise

in all the necessaries of life was the conse-

quence ; the Institution at Dusselthal was

not long in painfully feeling the effects

which rendered the small annual remit-

tance from Edinburgh peculiarly welcome.

" Blessed be God !" was the grateful lan-

guage of the Count to his correspondent on

this occasion, " who has often before, as

well as at present, by your means helped

us in our greatest necessity : to him be all

honour and praise through eternity ! Most

sincerely and affectionately I thank you and

your friends for their kindness, by which

they have now revived my soul ! May the

Saviour bless you, inexpressibly bless you,

in time, but especially in eternity, when

God shall wipe away all tears from the eye^

of his children I How loudly does the pre-
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sent time warn us to work while it is day;

the night is fast approaching, when, though

we were ever so willing, there is no ear to

hear, no understanding to perceive : in vain

then may the rich open their treasures; the

night is come ! no man can work.""

-Again this year, the Count was attacked

with a severe illness,from which, when he had

in some measure recovered, he went to Over-

dyke, from whence he wrote the following

letter, dated 27th February 1832.—« My
truly beloved Friend and dear Sister in

Christ, I came here on a visit to my dear

parents, on recovery from a tedious illness,

and was again seized with a complaint in

the liver, which has been the cause of my
not sooner expressing to you the sincere

and warmest thanks of my heart. The

Lord, who is rich in mercy and grace, will

reward your great love, and will himself re-

pay your offering in his service. How re-

viving to the believer, and to those who are

labouring for the kingdom of God, when

they here and there meet with kindred souls

and warm hearts ! The love shown by the

gift I have received for the work of God,
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has been inexpressibly animating to me, es-

pecially when love, even among Christians,

so much fails. Give, my dear Sister, our

most grateful acknowledgments to all the

dear friends who have contributed to this

kind gift. My dear wife also feels this gra-

titude in the highest degree ; she labours

with me for the good of the Institution, and

its numerous inmates, incessantly from 5
o^clock in the morning till 10 at night. She

is a very expert and industrious housewife

;

her great economy is very remarkable ; she

is almost always first up in the house, and

sees that every one gets his food properly.

She also takes great pleasure in the dairy,

which would be a most essential benefit to

the Institution if we could get more cows

;

this want I expected, by the blessing of

God, to have supplied this year, but I have

got notice that a sum of money, lent by a

female friend, long ago, from love to the

Institution, is now required for her own
use, and must be repaid, so that by the

kind gift of £25, you have reheved us from

a pressure that we, at least for the present,

did not calculate on, and thus in a great
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degree you have cheered our walk of faith,

and lightened the steps of our pilgrimage.

My dear wife dropped down on her knees

with me, and with tears praised the Lord,

and prayed that he might bestow eternal

and incorruptible riches on the kind friends

who had assisted us.

" We too have been under great alarm

from the circumstances of the times, war

and cholera being in our immediate neigh-

bourhood ; but our faithful blessed Lord

and Saviour has not only in a most wonder-

ful manner preserved us through the past

year, but has shown us so much favour that

we have been enabled to make some neces-

sary accommodations and improvements in

the Institution, particularly a printing

press; and I have begun to print a periodi-

cal paper for children, entitled the Kinder

Zeitung, [Children''s Magazine] which has

met with such approbation, that we have

disposed of 4000 copies, and have had a

handsome return, but it doubles my labour.

I sent you some numbers of it by an acci-

dental opportunity, but it is probable you

may not have received them; when another
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occurs, I shall send you the last year, and

also the Menschenfriund [the Philanthro-

pist] a periodical work for the more advanc-

ed in life, and especially devoted to religi-

ous intelligence.

" You make such kind inquiries after my
relations, that I cannot resist giving you a

particular account of them.—My dearest

father is 82 and my beloved mother 72

years old ; they are both, through the grace

of God, in good health and vigorous ; and

what is more, they love the Lord, and live

to Him. My dear sister, lennig, after en-

during much suffering and inexpressible

pain for a year and a half, entered with

praises into the triumphant church above

:

her loss is most heavily felt by us all.

My sister Ida is a most lively active

child of God, and labours unweariedly in

his cause, and with the greatest cheerful-

ness offers all her powers undivided to the

Lord. She has a little sale of religious

books, silks, and such like wares, which she

sells for the behoof of poor children ; and

such a blessing has followed her exertions,

that by this alone she is able to maintain

B B
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twenty poor orphans ! Is it not delightful

to think I have in this dear sister such a

powerful and valuable auxiliary ? O ! how

much good might be done in the world were

all to employ their time for the good of

others ! My wife brought me a son in

March last, to whom we gave the name of

Ariel. My children are a source of great

comfort to me, and often excite my warmest

praise to God ; my little Ariel folds his little

hands, and lisps out and says, Heiland!

Hieland ! Saviour ! Saviour ! Mary and

Constantine seem to have a great delight

in prayer, and how the Spirit of God may

operate on their young minds is unknown

to us.

" Two of the Jewish children who were

with us here have gone to London with

their father to be placed in the Institution

there ; the others remain with us. One of

them is learning to be a compositor in the

printing-office. He is very docile, and has

made some proficiency ; one of the others

has chosen to be a gardener. Of the spiri-

tual state of the children I can say nothing,

there are so many changes in them. It is
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as with preaching the word of God— a

sowing in hope, which must be accom-

panied with the fructifying shower."

The publications alluded to in the above

letter, still continue to be carried on. The
first is intended chiefly for the young, the

other for those more advanced in life ; and

both are particularly well calculated to con-

vey intelligence of the exertions making

to diffuse the knowledge of Christianity

throughout the world. There are many ex-

tracts from English works ; and we observed

with particular pleasure that among these

translations there is one of the delightful

treatise on prayer, by James Douglas, Esq.

of Cavers, inserted almost entire. Respect-

ing the effect of these publications, there

are some sweet little anecdotes. Along

with some children'*s caps and frocks sent

by three orphan girls, the Count received a

letter dated Colen. — " Dear Friend in

Christ Jesus,—We have learned with great

joy from your little book, the Menschen-

friund, your care for orphans. We are

poor orphan girls, and have neither silver

iior gold, but God has so kindly cared for
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US, that we have been taught to work, and

m the hours we have for recreation, we have

worked some Httle things, as we have heard

you accept of trifles, and take the liberty of

sending them to you, as we hope you will

not despise this mite. The Lord blessed

the widow^s mite, and he will also bless the

mite of the poor orphan. The Lord Jesus

will give you strength. May the kingdom of

our precious Saviour increase, till every one

can say, Christ is all in all. We recom-

mend ourselves to your prayers. Grace be

with us all.''

Other two little girls, who had nothmg

to give, having read of a woman in Eng-

land who denied herself sugar to her tea

that she might give a little to the Bible So-

ciety, resolved that they would not take

milk to their breakfast, but save the money

and send it to Dusselthal.—At the end of

the year they brought two crowns.

In addition to these periodicals he has

lately commenced another, entitled, " The
Deaconess," shewing that this was an office

instituted in the primitive church, and one

which may be revived with great advantage

(



DUSSELTHAL ABBEY. 29S

in the present times ; and this work will con-

tain, besides a variety of other interesting

matter, accounts from time to time of their

proceedings, such as Sabbath schools, and

societies for the reformation of prisoners,

upon the plans he proposed, and which had

been so violently attacked, as useless at

least, if not pernicious.

The Count hopes to get a Society of Fe-

males instituted upon the principle which

he advocates, for visiting the sick and

those in prison—for clothing the poor, and

instructing the ignorant of their own sex.

In his address to these females, he states

for their encouragement, the difficulties

which he himself had had to encounter, in

the opposition, persecution and false accu-

sations with which he was assailed ; but

these had all been overcome by patient

waiting and trusting in the Lord :
" and

now," he adds, " the voice of calumny has

worn itself out, many of the most slan-

derous tongues are silent in the grave, and

I have seen throughout Germany many

useful institutions formed.""



294 DUSSELTHAL ABBEY.

CHAPTER XIII.

Tumults in Belgium involve the Count in pecu-
niary difficulties—Donations from the Edin-
burgh Ladies' Society, and from a lady, for his

dairy—^his letter of acknowledgment, with an
account of lys family— their illness.—Marsh
behind the Abbey causes ague—disappointed

in obtaining it.—Views of the millennium

—

letter acknowledging the present for the dairy,

with anecdote of the Crown Prince of Prussia.

—

Second letter to the same.—Visit of the Crown
Prince to Dusselthal—peculiarly appropriate

remittance.—Happiness of a life of faith.

—

Marsh behind the Abbey to be sold—applica-

tion for aid to purchase it.—Concluding letter.

Although the tumults in Belgium^-only

seven hours journey from them—did not in-

terrupt the peaceful labours of the Count,who

heard but the dashing of the distant waves,

yet the high price of provisions which they

occasioned, plunged him again in serious and

perplexing difficulties. When in this situ-

ation, the annual donation from Edinburgh

arrived, accompanied by a liberal contribu-

I
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tion from a benevolent lady, who, sympathiz-

ing in the pious labours at J)usselthal, was

desirous of enabling them to increase their

dairy. His answer breathes the same spirit

of devout gratitude that animates his fore-

going epistles, written, too, under the las-

situde of protracted illness.

" Truly beloved and dear Sister in Christ,

I would long ere now expressed our warm-

est thanks to you and the dear friends in

Edinburgh, for your rich gift, but I have

been confined to bed with the ague, and my
recovery was often very doubtful : still I am
far from being well, but I could not longer

delay acknowledging your letter, which has

so often, with tears of gratitude, joy, and

praise, brought me to the pierced feet of my
dear Saviour. You cannot conceive how

such love revives and animates my spirits,

under the variety of cares that devolve on

me, in the training and providing for such

a number of persons. First, the educating

so many perverse depraved children as we
have among us, gives a degree of trouble

and anxiety that is almost overwhelming.

And then when the care for procuring their
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food comes, you may easily suppose how

hard and severe the struggle is. In these

hours of distress, assistance such as yours

is as a cordial to the weary soul, which ex-

cites our most lively songs of praise. The
gifts you transmitted us caused great joy.

My dear wife and I had not words to ex-

press our admiration of the kindness of the

Lord and his dear servants in Edinburgh,

who have laid us under so many obligations,

that we despair of ever being able to pay.

Often had we bowed our knees together,

and spread our wants before the Lord; now

we knelt down, and with tears ofjoy thank-

ed Him who had heard our prayers and

sent us deliverance. Indeed every relief in

the time of need, proclaims anew to us the

goodness of the Lord, and shews us that

his hand is not shortened that it cannot save

nor his ear heavy that it cannot hear, and

leads us near to him, and with childlike

confidence simply to depend on him.

" Our Jewish as well as our Christian

children give us sometimes pleasure and

sometimes pain, but we must continue our

exertious md sow in faith, looking to the
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promise of the Lord, * My word shall not

return to me void."* My brother Werner

has been chosen president of the Jewish

Society here. He will have many cares

with his new office, as, although there are a

great number of Jews in Germany, few peo-

ple will do any thing for them. My wife,

who is my faithful fellow-labourer, is quite

overjoyed at the great increase of cows to

the dairy. She sends a thousand thanks

for your kind consideration of her wishes :

the inclosed letter we beg you will hand to

our dear benefactress.

" I often long to rest at the feet our sins

have pierced, not so much, I fear, from love

and desire to be with my precious Redeem-

er, but chiefly because I am weary of the

contest with the world, sin, and Satan, and

wish for rest and deliverance from the yoke

that is too heavy for my shoulders. In these

seasons of depression, the kind Helper again

appears, and speaks comfort to me—' I will

give strength to the weak, and power to

him that hath no might.' ' I will never

leave thee nor forsake thee.' ' Be of good

cheer, I have overcome the world.' Such
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reviving words so cheer the soul and refresh

the heart, that all trouble is forgotten, and

I cheerfully resume my pilgrimage through

the dark vale of this dim earth. Your let-

ters, my dear Sister, have also often brouglufc

me hours of refreshment;' you will therefore

share more intimately in our pains and

pleasures. My little Mary is five years

old to-morrow ; she is an intelligent little

creature, is fond of every kind of work, and

already assists her mother in many things

in our great housekeeping ; her understand-

ing is more mature than some other children

of twelve: indeed this, by the blessing of

God, is the case in all our little circle. Con-

stantine is quiet, considerate and thought-

ful, and with the others, hears much from

the word of God ; but he is very delicate,

and often gives us great anxiety : he has

just now had the ague along with me—

a

complaint from which we all here suffer

much, and sometimes the fourth part of

our household and children are laid down

by it ; for though Dusselthal is beautiful

and open in front, it is rendered unhealthy

by a marsh behind, thickly wooded, and the
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damp which during the whole year proceeds

from the wet bushes, occasions the fever.

" I have often wished to buy it and

clear away the wood, which would make the

Institution more healthful, improve the

beauty of the place, give us a considerable

addition of arable land, and would be of

great advantage to us, and relieve us from

much care. But this I have never been

able to do, and a friend who was to have

lent us the money, to be repaid when the

wood was sold, has failed. My dear sister

Ida, of whose labours of love I can give

you no adequate conception, sends her most

affectionate salutation. My beloved mo-

ther, to our great grief, is, and has been for

some time, visibly declining in health. She

is to all her children and grandchildren, a

tender, affectionate, wise counsellor and

friend. She salutes and embraces the dear

ladies who have so bountifully relieved the

burden, and strengthened the faith of her

son. My dear father, though of a great

age, enters with all the vigour of youth in-

to whatever concerns the kingdom of God

:

he is quite well, and promises to be long

spared to us.
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" There are many Christians in Ger-

many who suppose that the millennium will

commence in 1836, and many others who

laugh at this opinion, and suppose that the

happy period is still far distant. Though

I do not agree with either of these views,

yet I think from the circumstances we daily

see taking place around us, and the prophe-

cies of Scripture, it cannot be very far dis-

tant : and certainly, if it is from the sincere

desire of our heart that the kingdom of God
should be manifested on earth that we sup-

pose the time near, it cannot be a very

great error. The Lord grant we may be

found in him when he calls !"

The following is the letter alluded to

above, and contains an amusing anecdote

of the Crown Prince of Prussia.

" Much honoured Friend and Benefac-

tress in the Lord,—The love you have

shown by kindly taking a share in our la-

bours, has greatly cheered my wife and me,

and excited us to praise and give thanks to

the Lord of Hosts. He who does not suffer

even a cup of cold water given from love to

him to be unrewarded, will himself richly
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repay you. In an Institution for children,

a dairy is of the utmost importance, in af-

fording them a plentiful supply of milk,

so necessary for the preservation of their

health. My dear wife, myself, and all the

children, feel particularly grateful to you

for your kindness in this respect, besides

your usual contribution for our support.

As the country round is very populous,

cows sell dear, from ^8 to ^fi'lO, so that it

is a double favour you have done us in en-

abling us to defray this considerable ex-

pense.

" Last harvest our Crown Prince was here,

and took great interest in our fine stables

and cattle. He said we were richer than

he, for, till lately, he had only one cow in

his dairy, but his wife, on his birth day,

had given him another, so that now he had

two. I begged him to take a third from

our stalls ; he replied, he had thought of

asking me to let him have one, but it would

be immensely dear. I told him he need

not be afraid on that head, the price would

be moderate; and one was immediately

sent to Berlin, but she unfortunately fell

c c
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sick on the road, and returned : as he still,

however, expressed a wish to have one of

our fine animals, we sent two, and they ar-

rived in safety.

*' Every thing in Dusselthal tends ei-

ther directly or indirectly to the promoting

of the kingdom of God ; it is this that

makes all my labours so pleasant. Every

walk, every step, every employment, all

are connected with the kingdom of God;

and, oh I it is blessed to labour for that

kingdom. I desire life only for this end r
On another occasion he wrote to the same

lady, who, notwithstanding a severe loss,

had not withdrawn her bounty, the annexed

beautiful and affecting epistle. " That you

should, with your accustomed liberahty,

this year again so kindly have thought on

our poor children, notwithstanding you

have suffered such a loss, has the more

deeply affected us. While the circle of my
family-difficulties has increased a thousand

fold, we feel in a more lively manner the

misfortunes of our friends who have been

accustomed to help us; but the gracious

§nd faithful God has as yet given us what
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is needful for the promised supply of our

wants.

" We can tell from our own experi-

ence under many afflictions, how cheering

it is for the sufferer to know that it is the

kind hand of the Lord that afflicts, and

that every stroke of his providential rod is

for the benefit and salvation of our souls.

There is not one member of my family who

does not now perceive that from the great

wealth we possessed in our early days, we

were the more exposed to the danger of

forsaking the living God, of following the

world in their vanity and folly, and perish-

ing with them ; so that we are now thank-

ful for what the world calls misfortune.

It is unnecessary for me thus to explain to

you the righteous ways of God ; and I have

no doubt you will yet have great cause to

praise him for all that he has done. Our

dairy, to which you have so often *contri-

buted, is at present in good condition, and

although in the country around us a disease

has raged among the cattle, ours have been

spared ; theirs also have been in want of

fodder, but we have had abundance :—thus
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our gracious God cares for them who in

prayer wait on him. In a few weeks a

Jewish youth will be baptized here, who

has been under the instruction of our min-

ister; he works as a cabinet-maker. A
number of the chddren of my Institution

will also soon be confirmed; pray for us,

that the Spirit of God in, abundance may

be pourec^ on them all/'

His Royal Highness, the Crown Prince

of Prussia, was received at Dusselthal Ab-

bey, on the above occasion, with every pos-

sible mark of honour, although they had

only one day''s notice of his approach. A
triumphal arch had been erected at the

front by the inmates, who were drawn up on

each side to welcome his entrance ; and at

the end of a dark walk a transparency with

a suitable inscription was exhibited; here

the girls saluted him with a loyal song, and

at the end of another rural vista the boys

did the same. He went through all the

work-shops, beginning with the printing-of-

fice, where he ordered setts of the different

publications, and minutely examined every

thing. He visited their dormitories; and
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when their dinner was ready, went into the

eating apartment, and requested a bowl of

vegetable soup, which he commended and

emptied to the bottom, and, on returning it,

observed, ' We should never do things by

halves,' which has become a proverbial ex-

pression among the inmates of the Institu-

tion, to stimulate the indolent. " He was

very kind," says the Count, " and took a great

interest in all our operations. He seemed

greatly pleased with his reception, and the

joy we expressed at seeing him among us,

and also with aU our regulations for the

education and training of poor children.

He gave to the Institution a donation of

twenty Fredericks d'or, and a yearly sub-

scription of one hundred rix- dollars, and

the Crown Princess fifty." " We Prus-

sians," adds he, " have great cause of

thankfulness for such a pious reigning

family ; on this account every Christian

undertaking is protected, in as far as the

State can protect it against the inroads of

Satan, which indeed with us never cease on

every hand, whenever the kingdom of God
prospers and increases,"

3
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From this period, though amid much

difficulty, and many trials, the Institutions

at Dusselthal Abbey have continued to ad-

vance, and still, as in former seasons, they

have reason to admire the good hand of

God in sending them relief in their times of

emergency.

" Dusselthal, Feb. 23. 1835.

" IVIy dear Sister and Friend in the

Lord, Your kind letter and £50 I safely

received, with much praise and thanksgiv-

ing to God. This generous contribution,

and the accounts you gave me, were particu-

larly strengthening to my faith, as at this

time a dear brother in France, who al-

ways used to send me a rich gift of from

800 to 900 francs, has failed, and as we

generally appropriated this sum to pay the

paper for the IMenschenfriund and Kinder-

zeitung, of course this has caused a consi-

derable deficiency in our fund for the pur-

pose. Now you see, my dear sister, how

faithful the Lord is—he immediately steps

forth and supplies our every want, and ac-

cording to his great mercy, he graciously

helps us through all our difficulties. Ac^
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cept our kindest thanks, for the love you

have again shewn us : the Lord reward

you, and all the dear souls who have con-

tributed to it. Oh ! if you could see and

feel how our souls were revived by your

letter and remittance, and with what grati-

tude we are filled ! You may suppose one

sitting, overwhelmed, and in the utmost ne-

cessity receiving a sum by which the great-

er part of his cares vanish : he then experi-

ences a feeling that cannot be described,

and such was the effect of your contribu-

tion ,—not for a long time has it been so

acceptable, or removed so many of our

wants. Though the life of faith is a bless-

ed life, where alone we can always view the

hand of the Lord assisting us, yet one feels

so often his great incapacity to believe, that

he must perceive faith to be a gift of grace,

and can only consist in sincere dependence

on the Lord :—pray for us that our faith

fail not.

" To the dear Ladies of the Society for

the conversion of the Jews, we offer our

most heartfelt thanks for their continued

iove : the Lord give them a very rich and
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great reward ; and grant them grace, that

by their means they may see in yonder

world many souls, who have been washed

in Jesus' blood, stand before the throne of

the Lord. With regard to our Jewish

children, we have, on the whole, more

cause of joy than pain. Not long since,

our eldest pupil was confirmed, and then,

as a printer's assistant, went to travel ; he

is very clever, has a great deal of know-

ledge : he is tall and handsome, but, alas

!

very vain. His knowledge of the Holy

Scriptures is admirable ; and, on the whole,

he is interesting.

" By a very remarkable overruling of

divine providence, a new adult Jew came to

our Institution in December last. This

person, in July before, left a castle, about 10

hours from this, and in his journey, at an

inn, he saw a paper that gave a description,

in the manner of Catholics, of the way in

which a Jewish chief Rabbi came over to

the Catholic church. He was astonished

that a Rabbi, a man in the highest spiritual

station, would leave the religion of his fa-

thers, lie thought, if Christians are so
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well provided for, Christianity must be the

true faith. He went to Dusseldorf, where

this book was printed, and inquired for the

author. They sent him to me; when he

came, he expressed his desire to become a

Christian— he was a journeyman joiner.

After closely conversing with him, I found

him upright and serious, retained him and

placed him in the joiner's shop, and gave

him other books. He is now more enlight-

ened, and perfectly convinced, and ardently

desires to be baptized. He is so industrious,

quiet, and modest, that everyone in the house

loves him. So wonderful are the dealings

of God with poor souls !

" On the other hand, we had a youth for

about four weeks, who was a thorough Ca-

tholic ; for a long while he would not hear

a word, and often we had a great deal of

trouble with him. He ran away, and is

gone back to his Jewish parents ; so often

is all trouble with preconceived errors in

vain. The Jewish girls who were last

year hired as servants, continue to do well.

A boy who is still with us, by his propen-

sity to steal, which he will not leave off,
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gives us much to do, and a girl by her in-

dolence; but she is good tempered, and

also appears to have a deep impression on

her mind. Ah ! one must have much, very

much patience with the Jews.

" With regard to my Institution, thanks

be to God, it continues to prosper ; and this

summer we shall be able to make many im-

provements in outward things, which are

very necessary for us. In a few months

the marsh behind us is to be sold ; this has

been the cause of so many having the ague,

by the damp it threw over on us, and ren-

dered our beautiful Dusselthal very un-

pleasant. It would be of great advantage

to our Institution if we could buy it, as we

could drain it, and turn it into pasture and

arable land. Ah ! if among the rich people

with you, some kind hearts could be found,

who, if they could not give the money,

would lend it for a reasonable interest.

The sum is about £800 sterling, but the

wood is worth a great deal more. Do you

not think you could help us in getting this

sum borrowed ? You may mention it to

your friends. The Lord may bless it, as
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he has so often by you refreshed and com-

forted our hearts.

" My dear father and mother, this last

summer, with youthful vigour, celebrated

their 50 years' marriage-feast ; this rare oc-

currence excited a warm interest in all the

country round. The King gave my father

the star of the order of the Red Eagle, as

an acknowledgment of his merit. He has

also this year given me three orders: we

only value these honours as an evidence that

the King approves of our exertions ; and we

rejoice that these things cannot ensnare us.

Some months ago I had the pleasure to get

a very remarkable teacher for my Institu-

tion, and trust he will not only be of conse-

quence in relieving me, in some degree,

from the oppressive burden of my many la-

bours, but will also be a blessing for my
poor children. He plays the organ beauti-

fully. We got a very fine organ this sum-

mer for our chapel, at a reasonable rate.

The Countess Marpole, who was here at

the time, gave us 40 dollars to assist in pay-

ing it, and 400 to buy a piece of land that

lay very near us, and was wanted immedi-
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ately. Thus the Lord graciously helps us

in every way. I have written these lines

under many interruptions. To the kind

friend who gave the £^0 sterling, I will

write with the parcel."

The letter alluded to in the postscript

will form a fit close to Dusselthal Abbey.

—

" The Lord, whose faithfulness is in-

expressible, has, in infinite mercy, borne

with me, and cared for me now these twen-

ty years in his service, and has never suf-

fered me to want any good thing for the

promoting of his kingdom. In faith on his

Almighty power I have ventured much,

and have never been put to shame: if the

necessity was great, the assistance was at

hand. Once I was in such difficulty, I did

not know what to do : in these circumstances,

how natural to be often in prayer to God

;

and he stirred up a heart in England to send

me a bank-note of .£'50 sterling; a little

billet was in it, in which my name and

Elizabeth was written. When I shall come

to that place where love receives its reward,

then shall I know who this Elizabeth was,

and thank her who, by the direction of
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God, strengthened my faith; and there

shall I also see you, my dear benefactress,

and with you fall down at his feet, for

whose sake you have comforted and strength-

ened my faith/'

CONCLUSION.

Since this volume was prepared for the

press, a further communication has been

received from the Count, which brings

down the History of Dusselthal Abbey to

the third of February, this year, [1836.]

It is a delightful letter, and, although not

intended for publication, we should deem

ourselves deficient in our duty, when pre-

senting a view of these benevolent Institu-

tions to their generous supporters, if we

should withhold a document so interesting.

" Dusselthal, Srd Feb. 1836.

" My sincerely beloved and dear Friend

in the Lord, With feelings of the liveliest

gratitude to God, and to all the dear bene-

factors of our poor children, I read your

very kind letter. It was after a week of
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great labour, during which I had never

breathed the free air ; when, becoming fev-

erish, I could no longer sit in the writing

room, and had sallied forth to enjoy a

solitary walk. Cares of every description

pressed down my spirits : I had just viewed

my accounts which should have been paid

at the beginning of the year, and which

stood piled up like a mountain before my
sad eyes ; and I had no support but faith.

I went along by the edge of the wood,

which I had indeed bought, but did not

know how it was to be paid. I had already

laid out the few crowns that remained of all

my revenue, and that was destined for the

support ofmy family for the next six months.

—Though I have been in the same circum-

stances for many years, I felt at the mo-

ment particularly overwhelmed.

" Braced, however, by the refreshing

breeze, amidst prayers and tears and sighs,

I turned my steps towards home. I found

my dear wife, in the circle of our playful

children, waiting upon me for supper. The

post-bag had arrived ; I opened it, and joy-

fully cried out, ' a letter from Edinburgh V
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My wife hastened to me, and the children

stood all attention while we read it toge-

ther. We thanked the Lord, and praised

his faithfulness and mercy, when we saw

that you had again sent us £50, i. e. £S0
from the Edinburgh contributions, and £20
from the kind friend in London, which will

be a great assistance to us in our many

difficulties; but as if that had not been

enough to strengthen my weak faith, I read

that you had been kindly thinking how we

were to pay the money for the wood.

" I had, indeed, with a heavy heart

looked on the bushes, and unbelief had

seized on my desponding spirit: now the

faithful Helper came with comfort ; so that

in proportion as I had been cast down, my
soul was filled with praise and thanksgiving.

—Thus was verified the saying, that the

faithful Keeper of Israel, when necessity is

greatest, causes help to be nearest. The
Lord bless all the kind benefactors, who

through your means desire to assist us un-

der this great load of care, and relieve us

from any part of our heavy burden. An
addition of 170 German acres would essen-
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tially improve the outward circumstances of

the Institution; and the beneficial effects

of rendering it more independent would

very soon become visible. For two months

I have been in negociation with govern-

ment ; they offer the whole to me for 9575

florins ; and think if it were to be sold by

public roup, it would bring 16000 florins.

I have offered 8000, and this offer has been

accepted, and sent to Berlin for the sanction

and ratification of government ; so that as

soon as I can pay a part, I may begin to

cut the wood. It would be desirable to pay

at least one half of the price; as until that

is done, the Institution can reap no advan-

tage from it. 8000 florins would make

about .£^1177 sterling; but the course of

exchange occasions a very considerable va-

riation. Now, may the Lord dispose of

this matter according to his good pleasure

;

and may he inexpressibly bless all the dear

benefactors for their kindness.

" On Sabbath next a Jew will be bap-

tized here, and a Jewess who was baptized

before, will be confirmed ; also sixteen oth-

er children of the Institution. Their ex-
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amination was last night ; it was most par-

ticular, and it gave me much pleasure to

hear them state in so clear and satisfactory

a manner the ground of their faith. In the

end of last, and beginning of the present

year, we were thrown into a state of the

greatest anxiety by my dear mother''s bemg

suddenly seized with violent illness. We
all hastened to Overdyke, where we remain-

ed till, by the goodness of God, she was

out of danger. All the family, children

and grandchildren, were assembled toge-

ther ; it was a blessed time : my wife and I

were much comforted; our children, too,

were quite delighted with the love their

grandfather and grandmother shewed them,

and indeed it was a great enjoyment to us

all to spend a little time together with our

parents.

" We have at present the scarlet fever,

and two of the children of the Institution

have died. As it is very infectious, whe-

ther any more will be taken away, God on-

ly knows. Our life on earth belongs to him,

and if we have found righteousness and re-

conciliation through the shedding of his

3
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precious blood, death will be to us only an

entrance into his glorious kingdom ; but if

we are not in this blessed state of mind and

thus enabled to view death, we have not

yet learned to look away from ourselves to

Him who is our Righteousness. Oh ! that

all men, and particularly the sick and dy-

ing, would learn this. It gives me pleasure

to hear that in your city you have institu-

tions and societies similar to those recom-

mended in my Deaconesses. In this coun-

try, alas ! there is still nothing of the kind;

but our dear Crown Prince, who takes a

very lively interest in every good thing, has

seriously taken up the cause, and will cer-

tainly promote it ;—may God grant his

blessing. My dear children are growing up,

and to our great joy shew a decided prefer-

ence for the best things. Mary is quiet

and timid, but seems deeply impressed.

Without prayer, that is, without one parti-

cularly pray with them, it is impossible to

make them go to sleep. They all willingly

hear of the Saviour, and have excellent me-

mories for divine things. They all seem,

also, endowed with very considerable ta-
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lents, for which I am thankful to the Lord,

as they must get through life by their own

abilities, for I have no time to gather riches

for them. You ask the price of the eau

de Roi in Germany,—it is 5 florins Berlin

currency, or 14s. 3d. English money, for

12 flasks in two small cases. We are glad

to receive commissions for the eau de Roi,

If you can give us any assistance in this

way, we will be most thankful. My dear

wife and children unite with me in love; we

commend you to the grace and faithfulness

of our blessed God : remember us in your

prayers ; we need them much, for our

strength is small and our faith weak. It is

well for us that we have Jesus for our com-

passionate Saviour. May he continue to

glorify himself in you and us. I am, in

Him,

Your grateful and obliged,

Geaf Von der Reckk
volmerstein.
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APPENDIX.
No. I.

PEOFESSOR FRANCk's ORPHAN HOUSE, AT

GLAUCHA, KEAR HALLE.

When Professor Franck was settled minis-

ter at Glaucha, he found it the practice for

the benevolent to appoint one day in the

week, on which to distribute their alms to

the poor. He named Thursday ; and when

he found that a great number of paupers,

grossly ignorant, assembled at the parson-

age, to receive their allowance of bread, he

resolved to break to them also the bread of

life, and while relieving their temporal, to

minister also to their spiritual wants ; but

as the numbers were too many for hi« own

funds, he fixed a poor^s-box in his parlour.

Sometime in spring 1695, he found in it

the sum of 18s. 6d. sterling. " When I

took this sum into my hands," he tells us

in his narrative, " I said, in full assurance

of faith, this is now a considerable fund.
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worthy to be laid out in some important

undertaking ; wherefore, I'll even take this

for the foundation of a charity school ;"" and

immediately commenced with a few vagrant

children : but he soon found that what they

learned at school they lost when they left it,

and therefore resolved to venture upon their

maintenance, as well as education.

At this juncture the Lord inclined the

heart of a person of distinction to advance

one thousand crowns, and two others, four

hundred, to encourage the design ; so that

a week before AVhitsuntide, the same year,

a house was purchased, and twelve orphans

placed in it under a student of divinity, who

superintended the establishment. As the

numbers increased, larger accommodations

were required ; and the erection of an hos-

pital was resolved upon. Oh the 13th July

the foundation was laid in the name of

God, without any settled fund, no, not so

much as would have built a cottage, but

with an hearty dependence on his provi-

dence, " to which,'' says he, " our care for

a future supply was fully committed :" nor

was his confidence ever put to shame.

—
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Out of a great number, we subjoin a few

instances of what the Professor styles the

remarkable footsteps of God. " In the

year 1699, about February, I found myself

under great straits, and indeed it was an

hour of probation. All our provisions be-

ing spent, and the daily necessities of the

poor calling for large supplies, that divine

saying made deep impression upon me.

Seek first the kingdom of God and his

righteousness, and all these things shall be

added unto you ; banishing temporal cares,

and turning the whole bent of my soul upon

a close union with God. When I was now

laying out the last of the money, I said in

my thought. Lord look upon my necessity !

then going out of my chamber to repair to

the College, where I was to attend my pub-

lic lecture, I unexpectedly found a student

in my house, that waited for my coming

out, and presented me the sum of seventy

crowns, sent by some friends to support

the Hospital, from a place above two hun-

dred English miles distant ; and thus the

Lord carried me through these trials, that

neither the frame of my mind was discom-
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posed within, nor our wants discovered by

any token without.

" Soon after this, there was want again

in every corner. The steward brought his

book, and desired me to defray the weekly

charges. My resource was to God, through

faith. The expenses were necessary ; and

I saw not the least provision, nor any way

to procure it. This made me resolve to

retire into my closet, and to beg the Lord's

assistance in so pressing a necessity ; but I

designed first to finish the task I then was

iibout, being employed in dictating some-

thing to my students. Having done with

this, and preparing now for prayer, I re-

ceived a letter from a merchant, intimating

that he was ordered to pay a thousand

crowns to me for relief of the Hospital.

This put me in mind of that saying, Isa.

Ixv. 24., ' It shall come to pass, that before

they call, I will answer ; and whiles, they

are yet speaking, I will hear."* Nevertheless

I entered into my closet; but instead of

begging and praying, as I had designed, I

praised and extolled the name of the Lord

;

and hope that others, who perhaps may come

to read this, will do the like with me.
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" About Michaelmas 1699, I was in

great want. In a fair day I took a walk,

and viewing the most glorious fabric of

the heavens, I found myself remarkably

strengthened in faith by the gracious oper-

ations of the Spirit of God, and these and

the like thoughts were suggested to my
mind :—How excellent a thing it is for any

one, though deprived of all outward helps,

and having nothing to depend on but an in-

terest in the living God, the Creator of

heaven and earth, to put his trust in Him
alone, and not to despond in extreme pover-

ty. Now though I well knew that the very

same day I wanted money, yet I found my-

self not cast down. Just as I came home,

the steward, addressing himself to me, said,

' Is there any money brought in ?' for it

being Saturday he was to pay the workmen

employed ift the building of the Hospital.

To this I answered, ' No, but I believe in

God." Scarce was the word out of my
mouth, when I was told a student desired

to speak with me, who then brought thirty

crowns from a person whose name he would

not discover. Hereupon I asked the stew-
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ard how much he wanted at present. He
answered, ' Thirty crowns.' ' There they

are,' said I, ' but do you want any more ?''

' No/ replied he. And so we were supplied

in that very moment when we wanted re-

lief, and even with the very sum that was

required, which rendered the providence of

God the more conspicuous."

" About Michaelmas again our want was

exceeding great, as it usually falleth out in

that season ; this juncture of time requiring

vast expenditure, both for clothing the child-

ren and providing food against winter, as

also for discharging such debts as are con-

tracted before Michaelmas Fair, that being

the usual time of payment with us. But

the Lord, according to his wonted good-

ness, carried us through all these difficulties.

For a certain minister, out of one of the

chiefest Hanse-Towns, sent fifty crowns

;

as also a certain Count, having taken a view

of the Hospital, presented it with an hun-

dred crowns ; and another person, whose

name I know not, who had engaged to pay

down, every Michaelmas, thirty crowns,
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sent in the same at this time very seasona-

bly—not to mention other smaller sums.

" It was remarkable, further, that the

steward being much concerned for getting

some new linen for the Hospital about Mi-

chaelmas, was happily supplied by the li-

berality of a nobleman, who sent in eigh-

teen pieces of linen cloth for the benefit of

the poor. But the boys being still in want

of neckcloths, and he much concerned how

to provide them, as knowing the little mo-

ney we had by us was to be laid out for

other necessaries of greater importance ; it

so happened that a well disposed person

came hither, and readily supplied both the

boys with neckcloths, and the girls with

caps, which made our steward once more

deeply sensible of the goodness of God,

this being a further proof that he had un-

necessarily disquieted himself with anxious

thoughts.

" Now once more I was as poor as ever,

and so little help was brought in this week,

that on Friday, when the steward, accord-

ing to custom, came to me for money, I

had but a crown to give him. The very
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same evening I happened to tell the over-

seer of the building, ' You must bring me
money to-morrow, for my stock is quite ex-

hausted."* In the mean time the steward

again importuned me for money. I told,

him, ' He had received the last crown yes-

terday, and I had not a farthing left."* Pie

asked, ' What he should do with the man
that used to cleave the wood, and the wo-

man that cleaned the children ; for being

poor people they could not want their mo-

ney ?' — adding, ' if there was but one

crown to be had, he would make a shift.'

I replied, ' There was not so much now in

store, but the Lord knew it was an Hospital

for the poor, and that we had nothing for

its maintenance.' ' That is true,' said he,

and away he goeth pretty comfortable. Com-

ing within sight of the Hospital, he seeth a

waggon before it, laden with corn, which

one of our benefactors had caused to be

conveyed thither—^knowing nothing of the

want we were then reduced to—at which

sight the steward was surprised with joy,

exceedingly admiring the wonderful provi-

dence of God. Yet he had still the fore-
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mentioned concern upon him—how to get a

little ready money for the foresaid poor peo-

ple, who had been employed in the Hospi-

tal. Meanwhile it fell out, that besides

some remnants of cloth, and some children's

stockings, five crowns were sent by a mer-

chant, and delivered to him whom I bade

the night before bring me some money, who

then readily supplied the want of the stew-

ard with as much as would suffice to pay

the cleaver of wood, and the woman who

cleaned the children ; the rest he brought

to me, rejoicing like a child that he was

now able to bring me some money, as I

bade him the night before, which he never

thought he should be able to do."

Having narrated these things, the Pro-

fessor was extremely anxious to guard a-

gainst the abuse of such remarkable inter-

positions of providence, in encouraging any

presumptuous or self-confident reliance on

supernatural aid, even in such projects as

might directly tend to the promotion of the

good cause. He was directed he said " by

the leadings of providence in a manner

whereof he had not entertained any pre-

3
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meditated project ; but which, being once

laid down, it became a means under the

divine conduct of carrying on, facilitating

and accomplishing the whole undertaking."

"^ And indeed," he adds, " the experience

requisite for such a work grew up with the

work itself. And I must needs say, that

if the Lord had furnished me when I at

first went about it, with aU that money at

once, which he hath been pleased from time

to time to bestow upon me ; I should never

have laid it out so well, as I hope I have

done, now that it hath been given us suc-

cessively, and at such times when our wants

did sensibly lie upon us."

Connected with the Orphan House of

Halle, and which rose out of that Institu-

tion, were several important establishments

:

The Printing-office, where it is remarka-

ble that the first attempt was made to ste-

reotype the Bible, not by plates, but by

preserving all the forms entire—an inven-

tion of Charles Hildebrand, baron of Car-

stein ; from these 38,000 copies of the New
Testament in German were printed, and

Bold at 4d. each, unbound ; the New Tes-

I
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taraent in Sclavonian and in modern Greek,

and Michaelis' Hebrew Bible, also issued

from this press, besides a number of valua-

ble theological works,— The University,

which maintains its reputation to this day,

—An Oriental College,—And a Seminary

for training Schoolmasters.
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No. II.

ANECDOTES FROM THE KINDERZEITUNG.

The Count, who is a man of prayer, is

ever anxious to press upon his pupils the

necessity and advantage of this duty. We
select from his small publication, addressed

to them, a striking anecdote, by which he

enforces his exhortation to trust in God at

all times, and to pour out their hearts be-

fore him.

" The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man

availeth much.^^ James v. 16.

In the month of November 1806, the

hostile armies having met in the town of

Lubeck, the inhabitants were thrown into

the greatest terror and distress ; and many

of them plundered and murdered. In this

time of indescribable suffering, a pious wor-

thy jeweller assembled his wife and family,

and gathering together all their worldly

substance, consisting of gold, silver and

jewels, brought them into a room, and laid

all upon a table, and in a press in the vail

:
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he then knelt down with them in prayer,

and having committed himself and them to

the Lord, waited to see what He would do

with them by the hand of the enemy.

During the hour they continued praying : a

warrior from the murderous battle field, and

sprinkled with blood, rushed into the place

where they were, but, as if struck by light-

ening, stood still at the door, and stared with

a wild look on the praying family, till his

stern features, softened at the spectacle, be-

gan to beam with reverence and humanity.

The father, who, though he could not sup-

press the rising sigh from his troubled

heart, while his family continued in prayer,

softly advanced towards the hostile soldier,

and, in a friendly manner, asked him what

he wanted ? he could not answer. Then,

with singular confidence, the father took

him by the hand, and led him to some very

valuable articles, saying, ' Friend, take

what you will, you see they are all in your

power." ' Far be it from me,"* said the

other ; ' I do not know where my courage

is ; I never felt so in my lifetime : I can

take nothing.' ' But,'' said the jeweller,
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' you may receive a present from me, which

I give with all my heart.' ' No ;' said the

soldier, ' nor that neither."* The jeweller,

from gratitude to God, tried to force him

to take something, but in vain ; the French-

man continued firm to his first declaration ;

and was hastening away, as he was a petty

officer, to get some more soldiers to guard

the house, that they might be protected

from outrage and plunder. But, on second

thoughts, he resolved to watch the place

himself, as he could not wholly trust them;

and begged they would give him a sack

filled with straw, and lay it on a chest, that

he might rest a little on it during the night.

They offered him a good bed, which he re-

fused, and drew out the sack of straw him-

self, as he preferred it. In a short time the

soldier received orders to march. The fa-

mily he had so generously protected were

dissolved in tears ; and the jeweller again

attempted to persuade their benefactor to

take something as a reward, or as a mark of

his gratitude, but in vain ; at length he got

a considerable sum of money secretly put

into the knapsack of his generous guardian ';-=
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and this gave him as much pleasure, as if

he had received a large sum in the lottery.

This scene made an indelible impression

on the mind of the soldier ; at least so he ex-

pressed himself to a Christian man, to whom
he himself related the story, and assured him

he could never forget it. Before, he could

murder and rob as others ; but the sight of

this devout praying family filled his soul

with such awe and reverence, as fixed him

to the spot, and quite disarmed and subdued

him ; and the impression, he said, would

remain for ever deeply engraven on his

mind.

An old minister named Flattich, in Wur-
tembergh, was well known as a singularly

happy and successful instructor of youth.

At one time an upper bailiff brought his son

to him, and requested him to take charge

of his education. " I must, however, con-

fess,""* said the father to the minister when

they were alone, " that my son's is a very

desperate case, and that hitherto all instruc-

tion, and all punishment, has been without

effect. I have warned him in the kindest
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manner ; I have tried every means of cor-

rection—whipping, confinement, &c. with-

out effect. I cannot bring him to obe-

"dience. I have, for instance, taken him in-

to the society of well-educated children, but

the fellow, as soon as he possibly could,

run out to the blackguards in the street, or

if he remained, played some wicked trick.^'

The aged minister then said, none of all

these were the proper means, but he

knew a better cure for such desperate peo-

ple

—

prayer ; and he would therefore ask

if he had ever seriously and fervently pray-

ed for, and with his son ? The bailiff said

he must confess he never had done this.

Old Flattich answered that it did not ap-

pear strange to him, that all the labour be-

stowed on the skin should have been in

vain. Flattich now tried his cure on the

boy, and the writer of this article knows

it succeeded so well, that this desperate

youth was transformed into a most excel-

lent, vigorous, active man.

Dear parents, do as Flattich, and help

your children by your prayers.

J. RITCHIE, FBIKTER, 3. EAST ADAM STREET.
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